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11.30 a», Thursdey August $th, 1976 - Boutbcote
from the abock of finding thet you

Yoctor 76777 » double imaua when the 80-page Yector 78 14 mot? Kow, I1¢ | ware
fuol shotty - which I well wight do upon bulng esked allly guestione m?ter
spendiog £1v& Japs t3ping thede lasves out - | should aey: “Hacauss ['a the
sditor (and the REF4 Publicatitivos and Distzitmiiom Officer to Boot) mod L

#A7 #07; DMT that would Ee 4n 10Adequats Feepones 10 such a vital question,
toucking am it does Upom tha whole future of buman, nay galactiz,
tlvillaation. Thbe fect La that 1be atandard site of Yactol
throughout its kistory hee = base 40 pagea. Thus doy
imaue 0f #ore thaw that 1s an "cotaife” voe. Vom will see
from & cureory esssloation of the 1ssucs produced ondar

uy demevolunt gnidence that they havs all bées mors

then 40 pages. Thie particular peck
constitutes, uoder the ~Vecior-stacderd

singla, oom as = souble.

Raving disposed of toal oce, I can aaks sowe
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Robert Silverberg
talks to
Chris Fowler

Firatly, may I veloame you behalf of Vueror vacdera, and of the BSFA, to tha
Raneon comvantion. I Rope you'll enjoy yowr atay in Englond, althowph it‘a
o very briaf ana.

4 brief cov thim lime, butl Lt'es = pléasure Lo be back hers after five yoars.

Thank pou. 1'd like to start around abowt 1060, vhe, 1% suama to me - readl
your booke and looking at the crelictam - iAot there wae quite a considerable
change in the kind of work you were prodweing. You‘d forsakam the production
of a vary large owtput of, whall wo eay, relatively trivial eciemce fictioral
materiol for vorke of much grsater critiogl staturs. I'd like to azk you:
how did you manage to achisve thim, Hoth a pracitoal (erme and artistically -
and Wy did thie change come about® Mat wae the motivation; and was it o
ronectoud chogs?

It sae ooly tly = caoecious cbango. It wam partly a Zsct Niwply of batsg
older io IR6A (Rab | wam im 1388, that wuck more sapsrivored a mam, 1bat wuch
BOre capeble a sriter, Parply a feaking that Lt now tIme tor me ta remch
bepoma , it over. Partly » matter of goigg through certais persana
cbasger juw 1943 =blch alaply werked far #s » traswi1ian from wdolescsocs to
aduithood, & ¢ way  Ad, It was #lmply timg fOF me 0 Writa Oifterwotly, mod
| falr thia. 1t was oot » comscious, caleulated dacimion of Mow
I'm going 10 write acds good mtuffl™, but that 1 koww tbim
wb#n 1 could Dot coakisue dolag whal 1 bad baso doing, therefore [ had to do
aomatning miae.

Bo= wet §t wccompliahed practically? | had hean amay [row oclecce flction far
1 yasra, mo that whan | ratursed L was virtuslly a mes man. Wo-oae
woew what to oxpoct of we. 1 bad hwev pr t at cobraoticos, 1 viaivle
but nol writing. AR, Séver 3tors were awera that (hare Buit be mare Io me
1han vhat | Rad put nn papar, and whan | Tinally cama to thas and wald: “Louvs
1 wanot tg mrite again. Will you allow ma to avita as | wiah?™, (hay wers
widliog ta 1bs ¢hamce  Tbome editors waroe Fred Pabl, wha baoght my
abort wioriles of tha poriod, mod Bailiy Ballasiion, ¥ho wigaed u Cobtvact for
Thovna 06 1ha haats of oy dascriptled af tha book,. mothing bul the description
of the bnok, | d1d not writa any anmpla zhapters  ind ooca those hooks weve
written, the only practical - that nad for me to gat peopla ta
vesd them who ware mware of wy wrevious omtpui, to overcums tha mrefuwdice that
bad, quits rightly, beea Bullt wp durlag tbe yémve =beR 1 wws Luriog out siwnly
machios-Radse pat-balls That Loak several

1 ges. And woe that Mmtmrp?mn’u if you ks, a1dad by the fact that you'd
divereified your writing put of juet ectence ha:wn into non-fiction, and

8ot quita a good roputation thare for your mom-fiatfom werk?

1 think a0 1 thiok 1t gave me much anra conflidanca, tbe tact that | had bad

w writiog carcar which wes 0ot aarsly m hach writing caresr, sllowed we to rotnrn

nt

ow canducted Saturdey 171h Aprifl 1674, wt Owens Park. Naochast.
Fowlar. Tranacribsd by lan A. Thoasoa Copyright (¢) C.J Fowler, 1476.
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ta scieoce f1cilom WLER quch BOre ateaéfastmens af purpose  AlM0, 11 geve mo
as acomcmlc base Irom which t0 wovk duriog ths years wben aclence fictioa was
eatremaly L11-paylog.

It neama that (1 the vorke thal you'va produced since Thorma you've explored o
nuaber of major themes, pariiculorly, it eeems to me aryway, Chs thems of qlton~
ation. Did you, tn any conscisus way, Mat out o axplore certatn thames and Lhem
write booke around them, or was it again somsthing that grew out of the state
that you wers in at that time?

L cortuinly novar mat oyt coasclowsly o explore alismatiom. [ len

t bam been wy tbamam, but thel'a the {heme 0F asy vwriter wha ia om thim
Plasot allemptiog to socpumter athar bumas heiage ead ute to them. Toe only
thiog [ wet out cameclouwsly ta do té retwo ta the
clasaic 1bswes of mcisoce fictiom which 1 Falt bad largely bean wisbandled. ..
In sxecuttos, Boi lo lbought; bat in litarary axecollom. ané iry to sel them
right, iry 10 da thew with m lileracy. & grace that nabody #3emed Inlersated

1o 60lpg  Aod ao T workad myway throgbob, Lime travel apd
well, you kpow wbal 1b6 Chémue srw.. aud So1bodicully re
atlcmpied 10 wribg frow \heém the swoliotal mod Literacy
1 doo’t weaD aAy mrrogasce by !
Just thal T feel (be imtereeie of of 0ibyr =Tilera bafare ma,
1by generailon belo , lay 1n Other placea. Amd. 1t wam wow tima to re-
sxamine thoes thames im @ new Ilght.

Thie new light that you epsak of: it swame to ma - perhapn it (s @ function

of the way ¥n which I, particularly, approach your work ~ thal ot of tha

rantral concernd of rany of yma books, particvlarly a book like fowavard io

:'m byreh, 19 assentially epirttual: concarwed with /Mdmp the aneuers o
problems that you‘re exploring by means of a 1 tranefip iom -

a re-birth, if you Itke. Again, are yow conscious of this spirttual or

religiowa dimension? Are you expliottly exploring epiritual or other rdeas

of yota cum In your uork?

¥all, I'w ax Jeolated human halng, atfuggling agalsst the pasa Of C(he husan coo-
ditioa. (o be very precancioua sbhout Lt e Ls my own Iife for

thak ®hich providas asssing [°m sot primarily ¢ religions man. Wall, | am

1o & wap, but | don‘t balomg 1o any religion. | bave » Jeulak otbaic

horitaga, that‘s all, but | have nevar baap & practisisg Jew. 1°m doing my
hent, gutting through. Thoss are iba two phrames Lkat I wonld attach ta

myself 4nd coe of 1be mod
1brougb 1o perception at shat 1i‘¢ 4l) shoul, e veflactad ia backs -
particularly booke Yike Pounurd to the Earth, Sow of Man - sbers it becomne
mare cryptic, puxl
tavlt that T would
hacd aot good. L
sgiritusl ravaletion; to gat
reslitvely uaraped. s
400 mtlae trom lna Angat

ihat ‘s up around San Prancieco, is it?

tag sbout Morthers Califromia whora 1 Miyve s

1 Hive ngar Haa . yen. Tha basuty of the place Lasds very
1ly to a hina of quasi-mystical axperieacs. Thaes duys |'ve virtwally

a0 up writisg - Io fact 1've totubly gwives Op writiog - siwply ta be choser
to satura. | fimd It such more rewarMlOf tO SDCOURCAT wing. living thloge
tbhato to wredtle witb publisbers.

To what axtent did thia mows to Califormia come about aa a dirsct mault of
the five vhish you weote about...?

e, 5oL conagctad. In fagt, tha five, i? aoytiimg, retarded my lsaviog New
York wacsuss.. The rira mag 1a 1888, we rabuilt the bowse campletely amd Lt




MORERT A ILVEARERU ’

TecARd AD sEtrsordinary houss ms & Fagolt of the rebuilding job, 1971 =as whep
1 firat bagap, very suddenly, to feel thet t¢‘s pow time 1o get out of Hew
York and to g0 fo ¢ clvener, purer yplace. 4nd shst deliyad us vae the sentimecte)
tond with thet howss thst we bad suffered tbrough tbe fire of and thup rebullt.
ted that bouse ot buem tbere 1 tbimk we'd have left six or eight mouthe
aarlier, but we both bad to atle with the tie to the house. No, what got me
out of New York, op the miwpleat level, wos ths emigration of all our closest
frieads, 4o thet ve lalt marocved in tbis 1eland of elghbt milllas atranger.

But alno & soNes tbat this 15 @ collapsing civilisatioa, that thia 14 ap
Iscrasntagiy ugly place and that life 1a juat mot goad bere say maye, and do we
Bat waat to Da the laat anes laft ia the calamity?

Yes, If 1 may come back toa the fire, becauee €t eesms that this...reading hat

you wrote th Heil's reprinted Tn Foundation, ome particular
quote strak me very scrogly, yor uere talking about your feelinge

after thot fime. Jou mafd, £f I may quote: "1 had felt the hand of some
supermatwal deing pressed againac ms thot night, punishing me¢ for reat and
imigined wins, levelling me for cver-weaning pride, ae thowgh 1 had tmied to
he Agamermon®, It strikse me, in »eading that, that you ére writing wéry
much from the heart. Do you really feel that that particular tncident wae ~
wall, not to use a phrass Iike “divine retrmibutiom”™, but...

Oh, Eda. 1 @i quits. It was tha obly time (0 &y 1ife 1°ve bad that feeling.
Thers wat = Chalsm of avants tdraogk 1065, 64 and 87, which [ o oot proposs to
LelX to moyora akout - I Rloted wt rhat shen you asked a¢ tba reasom for the
change in =y vritlsg. ..

Plense axcuw me £f I'm...

Mo, ba not at all. Tbia ia beceuse pacple wil) resd ibia and & "%all, you
can tell m 1 really don't want to 1alk about 1t. But ibaye % chain of
avenrs which, ae & wrlter, 1 argabiesd Into & greal tragady, 1f you will. It
Atamed to e w wary loglcal progreaslon, Bullding up to the firs am rhe appro-
priste puolehment. Wow thils, T thiok, ay ova sease ol fore playing
assachlatic iricks oo me. But T did parceive ti very clearly 1in that
taeriiying eoraing after tbe fire that: yes, it all f1ts 10gother and what

becrtar tbing could thare bave beea, what worss thing cowld there have been to
do 1hat ta glve e this flra? ] dldo’t actually fesl tha sendée af & Jehovadh
altting up thare asying: “Well, 1t'm really time to knock Bilvarherg down u peg”.
But what 1 felt, and [ arill feal Lt & 24D94 G compesssting balaaces ia
the universa, waich to B¢ 34 the governiag farca. And that ip same inexplloable
why, sven dawn on tha molecdlay laval wheva 1 1iwa, the farces had balanced.
There wam thy rubhle to prova thiy to ms. [ doa't 1literally baliaya that thars
in tbat degree of th and mymmsaty 38 Busmn lifa. I do beliys that thiogs
do even cut 1o the universe, and that thiw im ¢ fmetor ohe wugt treat with
Zreat cars.

Do you think that after that event and after your feelings about £t that thare’e
a alightly darker ione to your work? Jt seems that there‘s alvays been @ certain
underlying darimess to pour Lorka, byt that 1t got stromger, particularly,

again, in The Ibrld inside gud 4 Tima o; [‘%u, where you're exploring similar
kinda of problems - alianation agatn - B ind of soaistigs whish engander
theae thinge: bul no getual eolution ia offered in theae worka. Dnlfike Thorms
where, for epample, the solution of love ts offered, although it‘s a kind of
fierce love. ..

Time of Chamges oftere e solution of worts

One felt at the end of that novel, with the mam alome mthare, in that shack
with goeryons arowd Aim coming o, ..

Ab, Wut ba'a atill offering » maidage of hope Ma bas Josi, but.. .l would thin¥
Time of Chaiges vitera paltber more por leas of a @olutiod than the otber books.
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But, Da doubt a darher tome cama into wy work efter tha fire, although...l abould
fay thar I was navar particwlariy e folly man. My bumoor takeq the fors of wit.
I'm apt hoiutesrona, I'm 8ot HAsrry Harrison-11xe ia any way. | rerely tell

Jokes with punchlines or woytbisg liks that. Theras’s a cortain selancholy

sbout ee vhich dutwe frow wall bafare tha Zire, in faot to ihe begiaciog. And

[ tolnk that wae ratlerted In any story 0f winsg that I rook seriomely,

stralght from “Roed to Nightfall™ whyn [ was 19, before 1 was anythipg reslly.

Can I aek, then: have you lost faith in traditiomal solutions, like love?

Oh God. T mever bad apy fsith ip traditlonal solutions!...¥hen 1 say 1'»
trylog to get tbrough, | think thsre sva saormona abatacles to getting thraugh,
that we ® otTuch doWn At ABy WoMAnt. dnd pysatually vwe will hs atyuck
dawmn, eitbaut qusmtion of doubt. ind there i1s mo solution ra that, There'as
oa aplutian to the fact that g billion yeere from wow the moleculwe of Owr
wociaty will be wqually distrivuted through tbe atmosphera. We accept the
things. wnd we do our Byt umder the seotencathatr 1s matvd out. But there
00 molutioos. 7Tbere are culy adjustwests.

Doas qny darker toms in your work payaliel your wming adility to mn very
faet and vary sqaily? You've spoke, again in the fell'e Cart

artiala, about how you find £t. You aazy: I have only raraly E%n that

dymaia sanse of olear vision that imablad me to writs in wild, joyous

that ‘s a slightly adridged veraion of what you eatd. Ie thare

P~ you muBL hgva bean asked thie many times bafore - auto-biographical

?%E Inaide, the wming of David Selig's pei abilities? Is thare
LRere WLL: 1- Jaeling that perhape it's your abiléity to write

e pw'aila
Quiakly and sgelly z’uz 2ipped quay from pou?

1 doa't think so. 1B the coacext of my lifa, particularly iwn vatroapect, it
certaicly laoke rhat way. Whsr I saw when 1 conceived Dying Ineidi wes » geoers)
sataghor forF loam aad decay and agwing. Howsver, [ comcmived Dying Inside 1o
lace 1940, I Belive, arooad the time 1 wrote Son of M2a - =i any rate, at e
tima when 1 wae DO Cootumding with these prodlems particulerly. fo tbis (m a
bit of gratvitows, wort of, bilography thst appaars ouly lo retrospect.

I ase. The Book of Slulls? I think, was the laet of your novels whioh I paad.
You'va todraatta A vhich hae just baen reladsed 2 thie cormery
atnce tam. ..

mal), fook of Skulle was actually writtam bataye Oying Imaide, 1t'e the book
Just batore that.

Perhaps it's meraly the order in which I mmagad to get hold of them,..Anpuay,
Immnugmmmta!h&:onhaar.{ammsﬁg:'mnkin{ wy 4
Mow, thesa are two booka which I Faven't vaad, and 1 think will De unfamiliar
to the readars of Veator; hecouss I ehfnk The Stochsetic dam has only fatrly
recantly appearad over here. Could you tall us eomething about those two

books, and ie there any development of wour idsas through tham, on, ..

ft's vary hard for me ta tell cthat. TYom see, | don't see my hoaksa a4 beatly
a3, say, Hriaa Btabteford ia that marvellous asasy ke bas ia Soignce Fiction
Momthly. Be's oucatds and ba can g an I'm within
a8d T pertalve aa argaslc pattasm that’s Bot 4msily exprapsed, 3zceyt by 1he
baoke 1hampalveg, [ CAR’t puy much abgmt rham, Qucept to sey that Tho
Stoshasic Man dces uot, to ma, it 1ba curve Of wr grovtd, [t eomebaw 1a

® book thet wem cuteids it apé whick [ dom't fully understasd or appreclate,
end that h , shich was obelcumly ta e goiag to ba my fimsl Nook for a
lopy time, 46, ia & vAy, & summstias In #Mich 1 say goadhys Lo mapy of wy
tachnical tricka and mang of my themes, and maoags ta hit emch gna ma 1 go
aloag. It'm » woch loager book thas any of my other books, amd [ think a
aucoesiful oma. but T ¢us't amalyde it 1o tbe way thet you're asking me to do.
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I’m sorry, that waa gn unfair queetion to guk yow. Hhat iv the publishing
poeition on Shadrach in tha Fumace® I1# it out in the States yet?

Mo, 4t's oot amt. It wi)) ke sarizlieed lo AMAl0g im = wootd or twg, that 1a
to aay, ID the awmar of 1078, (t‘ll bo publjenad by Bobha-Barri1ll 1o bardcaver
ja the fall of ‘78, [t')] e publiabed harm by Gollasca, ! wowld guaas durimg
winter, wod 1o paparback ¥y Coromat...| think tbeywy ulrwady bought ¢hy
rights, uvalags 1¢°y The Stochastic Mo, There bave besn N0 many desls Lateiy
that |‘es begun to get coNfuwssd. PRut wt asy rate, tha book will be mlopg 1In
the Dext eilx montes.

And moat of your other work, which has désn th Amirtoowt paperback or fardback -

e ‘we Ikely to aes that over haro?! [ e quite @ "ot of £t ma appeared
lately...

1 teiuk by tbe ecd of 1PT? you will bave the complale Hllverbsrg b prict io
Graat Rritainm., Wbeo ]l vay Lhe CORplale Bllvorbarg, [ wéuo that the oarly

©ouks thEt 1 doo't cou mby vhrtus Lo reviviog will dot bo rawived, bat oyorytbing
that 1 wAOL %0 premwre will bave » publimber bers. 1t certsloly Looke that

way. Jokd fuek of Gallaocy bue baow m grest pillar of muppart daring the
luel your OF two whew 1‘'va had w0 wuch trowble io the States. | thimk bu's
glveD me o soosc of remowed coofidowcs im what [‘ve %eco doing that has =)luwed
we 10 bo woro sggroasive (o placimg thess other kooks. Soss af that hue
flawasd buck (ota the Atatoa returniog toc print thie

year very vapidly. | can‘t ta Bllwarh wiil ba beek 1o
wrist l(a the Htatap, but (o Ardtein L4 apw asass carisin.

You spoka just thewe of troubles (n the States. I» that trouble with publiehere

[N getting yowr mowe recont york published, or just keeping yotr matn

corpus of work 1n print?

oh, no, A Qg 1 gt troubla af both suris with tha gupark

publiahgrs  |'m nat bavisg trngbla with my hardcovar saopla, Npt, witbaui

pagarnach publlaher, | fas) quita allensted [rom tha readerghip, Hoveral af

t short atory collactiona hava wot heas purchapad for papsrback ac all

tatas, imcludiag ofgmligsr Tarritory which has hean a cobs ranle

commarcial murcess im Great Gvitain, and which waa bought for quits a FoRuat

by Cornmat. That contrasta atreogly with the fert that, as of paw, 1

‘t bann abls 10 f1od aspana ta pyblish ibe bool Lo paparback 1o the

S That’'s the <bjaf problem Yhan, alao, hacsuss of changes (o golicy

at auch bousas ag Ballamtins ay oldar booke dssappsered froe aale, and far shomt

a ya 1 wnable (0 parauadas ¥ OF tha publlabling people (o Pe-iavue hea

Thet hes begua to change withip the taot fo® moDtba. Wa've bed Oying Insida

and Nightngmeck. A Book of Skulls le pow tosiax back, Oamward 1o tha Eavth
..oh, & wbola otriag ot Lhem wuddecly. FTot [ epsel 18 moolbs banging oo doors

nefors there wae wuch wovamsot. Ob, Son of Mot, svso, will be ra-iasued,

Berhepé my wont ditficult book. |'ve tisally been mllawed (o have that Sachk.
That's beaw tsaved over here by a publishing house in Males, haem't 1t?
%o, they wero golng €0 da it. It‘m @ emall prass. 1 hava movar offsred It

commarcially me | masumad thare wae oot hgpe toit. A friand of mlae, ap
American Who Tlves hara, hed apreed to do It, a poet, Put prioter refusad
to set 1t oo the grounds that (Y was bl *80US, ADd RAcaude wareed

86 clasely with 1bat printer be +ao esiynied by thils, and ae of vav bas bero
usabla (o flod woather prioter who will give biw the quulity af work that he
deasods (o Lbis swall press operatico. Ba, | eay tek * book hack from him
#aod place It with coe of the commercis) publiahera, which 1 think sould oow
bé teapible.

You've spokan elaawhere — I think in tha interviaw which we had in Vactor 72,
the poatal iaterview wvith Kelaalm Eduards - about the great frustwation that
you fael that your oldar books, uhieh you desaribad as machine~uritten pot-
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doilars, and your more resent works, which are very seriously ond carvefully
written worke, ewem io sall 1y woll o the szande. s this part of

the alamamt of frustration which i deiving you from sviting?

%all, that'e part of it, but cnly & smal) part. That's ap Eatarescing ahatruct
whonospmoo. [ raglly 408t care whloh booka asll mare 18 aDY fundemental way,
0 loug thay‘re 51l out the and tha right gudiwnce for each can find sach
book. Set, what evestually wore ma down wwa thy Oscessity copstantly Lo
Temipd my publishers that | exlated, rhat my books existed aad were no longar
is priot. The Oifficolty Lo gattiag the books puhlished 1N & way that wes mat
swbarresing to ma, As thess factor acoumulatsd, and tbay are tbe factara that
moet apy writer hes to deal with, I just bagan fealing that I didn't nesd

tbia acy more, thst thbere were other things far as ta be dolog with my 11fs that
were lesa irritsting apd more rewarding. 4nd glthough ] Eusi say rhat mgay of
the factors tbat so asbittersd ma mnd ma have by oow, [
atil) rfael nDo impulse to go back ta writing, becsves tbe ultimate )ife thel
1've dovimad Ia tha last yasr und shulf 39 gquits folfillimg., And 1t'as oot

& llfe af 1dleneas by any oasos. It'wsmply w 1ife without writing im 1¢-

50..there was this dual foraé im aotion on pou? One, tha fruetrations of
continuing wrtting againet the probleme of publiehere and the problama of
finding the right reademahip; and at the same time your wamting to get bask
to a more natural life style, oloser to the earth as you said befora?

Yas. 1t wna vory tady for S¢ ta avcoumh o the tamptatios to gpo eomavhere
»lte bacau 1 had acmavhors 4 ta go. And, {1t wes » matter of calcelus of
pliadora: this thing burta, thia thiog folfille. And oow thet 1°m ost of
writiog | feasl smatingly 1itels urge to retwn, eves thougb [ Lmagioe |
conld Pettrs 6o wy owil terms. Thoogh ['ve culy buem out » year, this esey
change, aad ['m making ba contracte with wyeelt about it.

Can T ask you somathing about the kind of life atyle that you're leading now,
If 1" not ggatn tread(rg on too persomal an area?

Aak, aal. Woac wauld you 1ike to haow?

igll, yov say that your present Icfe style is one that's closer co nature ond

i0 a AEfEITing ona, Could you tell me whar that meane in prectiocul terme?
Do you do a ot of reading?

Wall, [ do some resdiog. Adtuslly, much lews roading thai I abanld. But [
apeod & daal of tiwe out on the land, in Calitornis, io the daperts, im
the Mousta » hiklng Ny pe 1= I, apd 1I'm

garting very cloas to an mdantndinq. at lmt of tba Celitormia lundecape.

At homa, I hava aa acre of lasd that 1 play wikth, re-1 it,

tt, experlmsnting with, teating, plunte thet perhaps. oot Rerdy spough
for tha aorthers Celiforais climpta, deicovari whet com = dome, There are
iataranting rawarde t0 Cbis, both aestbetically, eimply io the arrangemant of
the lasdecaps, umd techaicnlly, and...» cerious event lest ysar. ['ve planted
4 cactes gerden babind wy office, and » friend irow Jea Diego - thst's eitreme
eoutberp California - s péyclclogist friemd wes vinitiug, acd bs kosw molllsg
about vhat was golog om 1o my writisg, dut ke went down and looked at he
cactos garden for & while,and be came up, frowsed atraagely. and said: “ies
Fou baviag trouble witb your writiag,™ and 1 eaid: “As & matter of facc, T've
given It up altogetber', and be aaid: “Ye», [ could tel), Thura's st laast
two Dovels wortb of woTk dewa thara”.

I1t's a elwpls {repetfer of snargy. [’'m arill eerviag the shapiog spivit, Wut

1'm edaping different thioge. There wanm a wbile when peaple would sot bellave
that 1 wae simply valkiog svay 2roe writisg, thbey 1hougdt 1t wis too dound wp
with vbo | was. [n @ semse, that‘s trus, tist my 1deptlity b
with the fact that | am Robert Silverberx, scispce fictiop writar,
tbe 2ollowinx book: But tbougb the Ldentity probles ressinos, tbs energy
ebift has basp compleate, and 1t's dow coovincimg people tbtat [’e not 1dle
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1 Jmat maved the 6BaTky to moolber pluce.

You've Bacame, fn g aimae, a shapar of londacape rather thm a chapur of vorda. .,
AL

Dbwisualy on equzily miid form of ‘ot craative effort.

1 thiek T puid fa that Vecltor intarvige that soms of the planis may ba thorny,
nnd sceo may

f romaonber the quote, yes.

wr ta vreatla with the lamd tham to wrentle vith people
Wadearetuad vhat 1'm #oling

fou wpoka o littla agrlior about ths mystical or eewi-syating! naturs of tha
oy you'rd Mving at the moment, oy Sertain gapects of the oy your're

lvimg at  the mownt. Dosa LhEs Mwolve oy particular spiritual or mystic
discipitnes, or te Tt just a question of commning Vith nature tn the vay you
spoke of7

You - [ womldu't wait to by (40 seRlentious aboul whal T'm doimg. I ot

u regular medltaior, 6T & wombor of aay Culiforaias Tulte, thougk I‘ve Lomcawd
©0 {bess thiuge lm wy life out theya. IL's simply @ camea Of comsacilom which
orcustonslly reveala itamlf to me i % momant 0f usderstasding. Thams

ara wsalicktod and g ous, emd quite woodortul vbas they bapyeo. Wben
ibe oext amo cowes | wil) be vory » ed, Gut | dam't live for 1bes. WNo, Lt'e
= untlor of a dally rirtha of lite Leh eads o theon tasllugs of <oamwclioD.
That's t tast of Lk, 1t°s @0t etructured to produce ol -ayetlc or
rttus] syetic vasulty

I sse. S0 it’e somithing that [loua matwraily from what you're dotmg rather
tham being tmposed on it by anyiking that you're doing. VYou say that you're
not doing quita ae mah rogding am you ware Before. Arae you still carrying on
reading mcitnca fiction, and ard you atfil tntonding to carey an editimg your

fNen Dimamaiona sarids?

Hew York

Ob yea, by nn masna bave I givaw up aditlng both dew Oimemaiona and gevaral
othar reprimt booka. I anjoy that. amd 1t o himd of msistainiag commection
=ik the mcisoca fiction flald. | resd as much scleoce tictine as | can. |
think acience fictiom Ls waoderfol stuif which ham bwow octamiomally badly
asrvad by ita praciiticoers. @ut woso 1'm ouldoor® mo wuch, mod Culifawnis
we bhavo 12 moothe ouldoare, it's asly om » ruidy der that 1 cup reskly get any
aontained roadisg Wooe, mod.. wall, tbis wibter wo've bud & dromghl

30 to a large axtent pou're minigining, shall we say, your comections with the
scignoe fiction fiald, ond uith the wwiting field tn gaemaral through pour
editing nceivitias. low often are you producing the fev Dimensions now? Ja it
paarly, o . ?

ansuaily. | bava mo lotentlom af bringlog it ouvt moro oftso

Tt scems to me, and to most of the rritice, that €L's mma of 1ho bawt of the
original anthology variau that's appearing at tha momant.

I'® vory plosded with the »riTOrs »ba have come ta ma. 1 thisk It‘q a vary
AUCLLIDE RFOND. -thara 1a agm, apgparantly, a Nouw Dtmensiime
=Bich weams s ta Tas, ory happy with #ou Pimemsicms.
Tt'8 tuken o Whila far 1re pragenca to astaniian 1taalf, tor penple o sotice
whal'a going on thers, Wut maw w. ..wall, 1hn slxtb com Lm fust nut ip 1hn
States, and a0 1t°a » falrly oxtemsive abslf of baoks hy tbim tiwe.

Arz we likaly to ses any of that sermiee tm paperback tn thie country?
Well, | bopo sa I doo't koaw wbat Gollaocs has doos yel. 1 thiak they'ra just
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omt wilh tbe firact ome Bare, oukber I tdakly witn
pusber five bers Because John Buab did sot want to get toa far bahind what wse
balag sdoke 1D (he Jtates. 1 efdcws that ke'l) [1nd & psparkack hows for 31t Lo
akort order. 1 bops »0.

This brings us really to the — [ oupposs it's the 84,000 dollar questiom, and
probably the quescion viich you can't anewer anguay,  You've been out of
sciance Fiction uriting for abowt a ysar, glthough you'‘re ettll muintaining

your comections, Do you sae a poseibilicy of returning to Writing at som
luu in the ﬁuur\l‘ Do you think that your orseative energiee may be diverted
from what you'ra dothg now back into writing, or do you see yourself developing
into something 8lse? Do you have any ideas?
Well, [ alvays beliave. mod Cthis is mat the mark of = pesaioist, I beliows that
asyttiby's pawsitle. [ might vary well returs to writing. 1 would like to
wrlta a film ecript, aod iw fuct kave bad = ous sagotisticos with sevaral
producurs (4 Bollyeood, bul 1 wauld Like ta write a film acript of as iotelligemt
#Ovia, abd Lbat iw a8 issmdints problem Ba 1 cartainly haveo 't ¢lossd
writing ost, if Liliag to write m film wcript. [ don‘t hava any
Lemediaks pluas For writim l!'m. tlctioe agelp. [ douwl Lbai T' II wtite
eay 1p (ke 06Xt tw0 OF thres jaars. That's as far as [ cas pen
a noval Jyly first, but [ rasmdly doubt 1t, Thy iwpulse le oot thars. |
Ling that |'ve doow ay wark. | got = grest panss of camcl
1 tinisbed Sixydrach, and 1bie asy svem mlmoat gratesque far = man

Dal
4L, but ws sbauld coosider, | 1bink, taa quantity af work that was parksd lmta

the Lamt 30 ¥

60 thers'e mn eanme vf wunCinl tuainaes batesan oe axd eclencs FIotion. and
ustil | feal that fomor itch that talls ws that thare‘s somathiog left
umdQong, | asy g reasow to returs.

kell, no doubt that‘a something that we'll just have to keep our fingsra
eroased for, and look foruard to - that you may vefwm to writing somatime againm,

1t D gratifying to hoar thimga like that. Whan 1 aald 1 was quitting
. o sumbar of puoplée sald: "Bloody wall timel”, you koow. Rut ther
weran't mamy of tbome. L thiak, perbape. if L Nad hud the stamins to kold

cut amothar yaar or tvo, amd 1f the wholr quallty of my life hed mot chasgad In
= way that took me mwsy frow remlly balog interastsd im writimg, 1 thiak the
whole pattors might anve looksd guits @iffsremt. Pertaps vhat | vas doimg in
1269 aad 70, axd the years wince, eiwply was not roady to be noilcod befors
1377 axd 78, and my putisdco rad eut toa moon.

BuC Lba frricatiops, the froscratione, are realiy sacidsptal, | thiak. Ther
wers pratenta. Tha maiw fact 1a 1vat my 1ifa Juet turoad away Trom being
tar inte balag somathing alse,

S0 in the aame way that around 85, 66, yow matured, shall we eay, in a eartain
way whiak brought pou to writing a more sertous kind of book, now you've
matured in awothar vay, and you're. ..

2 can't call thie maturing, wxcepi &G the wanss that chabge (@ aslurimg. [ think
1t's merely & change of wia, af ceatrs. My concre le 1a u differsat plucs.
Fritimg, litarally, semms irrwlavast 1o ma. 1 ¢an’k luaglos Sow sitticg dows
abd bothorisg to writé a whale paval, and When & ¥TLISr eays: "] cas't botber

to writa a voval®, you koow hae to him

Yoo, precisely. Well, an I way, I's aure 1t would be 4 tramendous ezperience
for an eorewus mumbar of peopie who fove youwr work, all around cthe worid,

tf you Wre to ratwrn o writing. Aut agually, I am wure that all of thoss
of ur whc love your work acospt tha faot that you've chamged in this vay, that
your crective fulfiliment is in othsar aread now,




BOBERT O1LYEARTAG k]

1 apprecists that uuenuulm- tal ally people ave eollnlnldl mat

has dap) mo u »e, scd ars Do longer , og: “Wall, i1'e yoor l(g,-tln- to
write for wa’, wbich la nn l'm' to Inula nuuu it'l » tarribly eovieg thiag
10 Daar, but 1t°« alsc » tarribly 1rritating thiog to bear.

penmutty wouid hwfl h our o!v:tgaiimi obuioualy to pourself, ond
0 Julfill pour creative emergies o a way whick s most fulflling to pou.

also, 198Te are l 1ot of books t‘nrc There are fifteen or eixieep novels L
1be reelly tort p- jod. 1 thimk Asimov asly wyota #lavas oovala. Bo t n., nn
€0 BAck ARO rea ﬂnon. I'l Sure RaTOly ADFORe, e3cept Brian Gtableford,
bas reed \be = lo Im.i

1 think Jiva manoped qum- from the Lozt two or threse..
1 & gure you'll catch up eith 1daw,

Yes, might, Roderc Silverberg, thank pow wry mich for pour tim ~ chank you
very mah for ﬂﬁumumku}‘oﬂu

Thaak pou, Chr for askiog.

Wl}lulﬂ“‘ M‘Mﬂ
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Tha parpome of this articls &s to compars end coakrast tvo dLtfarent approaches
to the art of scivcte Tictioa (and by “tho mrt of sclence flction™ 1 meen Mot
stuply the art of eciesce fictian writiog, hut the wbole art oI eclesca fictivo
tbiuking, which 1 the prarogative of résdare se »all aa writare) Tha boat
viy to compare thess appromches, T thiok, s to 100k st ibe mathodsa and the
work af twa mes who uvend ahd 08¥e10ped tham in the amme kistoricel peciod:

B.G ¥p)le mod Alfred Jerry.

Wells wan boro io 1846, Jarry 1m 1973, the [ormar im Eogland asd toa
Iattar iu Francas. Tbelr earlp sritisgs sppearad ix the mid-18G0s. There 1a &
certeis stollarity Io tbel asn k! 4ach Nopltated
4t omp tima Wntssam & rarser iu sclemce asd a career L
npted Far 1be lattar. Their work CODverged =i 208 polat ry vas
by Walls' move) The Time Machine to srite a apeculetiva ariicle oo “Hor 16
Cametrucl & Tima Machine™, pressstisg a digfersst cascept of tha omlure of time.

¥ells studiwd under Thouns Neary Dutley, the Eaglish evalutlomlat wbo wad
tho woel prowioent chamgice of Darsinism. Jurry studind uodor the Freach
wvolutionigt, Bergmnn. wbo became ame of the priwcips) oppcoents of Nuxier's
Jukarpratation of Darmis‘s tboory. Iu this curious blographical p!
us may tiad tom saurce af 1bs Latellecty varslon which resulte
worka at Welle eod Jarry {tbovah both wrots wist might lacealy be termad
“science fLcliap*} belap polas spart.

Euziey wan & “hard” Darvioist, determinsd tbat tha Ngrpbomsa and cruelty
ot “the siraggle fOor eniatence™ aad thy “aurvival at ibe filtest” wust be acc-
opted me 1k rule oflife, Trom whickw mam could oot be lemme. B¢ believed
tbeme principles to have bess blamsad Wy sclestitic proof, abd laes cencoiesd
mo mcléatilic truth. Be Do the otber hand, wes BOre concersed wilh
tiiting \ba ideas af Darw lolo = Astwral philoeopby mwrh mnra geomral
= =D @ora then ¢ modal, truthful asly imaafar am
aing ot vary.

»
tul  which, 1o b

a, puptl of Huxley, becaBs & Proponant nf what La mos tarmad “bard”
sclanca fietioo Hi® worke wore acleatlfic mot nnly la theolr comtesmt but i
ths mathod of tbely compasitbon optod aimplo bypathosen and alimspted ta
truce by rigorous logic ibair mplications for wao, moclely, snd tha worle.
Umually, % parmitted 0o morc Lhao oom omch bypolhesle per etory, and ha aid aie
i1 svom vessonable, ficting It Intn the acbems of the akory am
pansible

Ja the Intraduciios to Lhe deflnitive collection of hia loogor ecientific
meublad by Golliaar 1n 18133) ho wrote that "the writor of famtaatic
ulorlos ..mudl help (the rasdar) im every possibls way to dowssticale the

1ble hypoibaaia. M¥e must trick bis IRTO B UAWALY €ODCE8RI0N (o somA
auagtion awd gal 0o witb Bis otory while the 117ualion holda".

ts the methad hebimd The Time Mackine, The Har of tha Worldwm, tha Inlemd of
Np Moraau and The frvisible Han, ama It 1a vory muccosatul - thrao works arm
i€, and the resder will accopt thelr imitie)l presisss sestly. Ia
Vika Thre Pirgt Mén in the Moon, ware mshltious Drpolheeas prove a
Ii1tle barder to awallaw, but the metbod reseime Lhe sama. wnd Ihe aclioapc Lo
ibsro.

Nalle tbus held the Migheet prioritieas im Gie apecvistlive work to ha ibe
and tboir plansible pressntallon to the
render. Ko tooX hia imapiration from the ides af the aclentiec as & sreadfest
steher af truth, dadicated ta the cluseical eclentific Wekhnd nf hypothesia
and saperiwent, and Lhe rigorous t1ostiog af coliods

Jarry, howsver, fdvew hig imeplratiocn frow » diffuresl kiod of ecienllac -
trom wem who produced pes Ld in quamtity: swporats 10 1bal
RATRAND wea ORg #uch, and so was Clork Maxwell, =ba revoluticol




U]

bia » ot mlect guetism and m mow theory of light.
@=a much an expariwester Ib the lakoratory ar in (he tiocld me @0 eapurimsnter in
tha mind. In arder td Wake bia kiostic thsory of wnens compr hecasble ke
imagined a “demot™ whbich, by 1 iog appi loa, tould

the tramsfar of eperdky fTom 4 cool l-l o= hnt one Mo such demoo could
exint, aod porhaps Lt Mas Ifrevorcot 1o (magice hiw, bul tbe $dss helpad tba
wiad to graep tbe 1oxic 0f Maxwell's 1baory.

Thara wars ulootwseth caotyry scieatists wbo wers both advesturary io
the imagiostion and rigoraua axperimentyrs {Poipcere, Lord Knlviw, and ayeo
Bdt1aan) but for the most part the dickotomy reflscted by Wolla amd Jarry was
1at or slmch vaven im the
Barta, aftsr yaars io tho leboratory,
tound the wavea, but Isched thr imaginaiion to ame thoir poleatim) ks wirolema
telegrapby {(radin).

Jerry vrola tec "0eo-sclantific mow
Lndeed - On & auparficiel Leval - to Yellas

, iowestigatimg the possibilitles af man berasisg more than moo. Jarry

» race botvess a five-man bicycle teas fed oo “dupsrtocd™ sod am

= tralo, while eoother cbaractor gives avidesce of tho banefite ta bo
gs1osd by an werotic traisiog in performiug erotic foats of mo mmarlog naturs.
The mecood woval, Jhe Exploite and Opi of Or ¥ 11, Pataphysician,

tn complately disardersd - & cbaotic msas af ideative (osplraticos drawn frow
aclentitic tests aod symhollet postry, a surrsal celokratioo of bizarce
phligacphica) coocepts. Walls’ bypathsasa nes thara 1o profwsivo - dramatised
(otten mal #ed} bat mever tasd or ratiowally devalaped. The very
Juat thing Jarry would have coomidored dujwg ta a now idos was “dommalicalimg” it.

. which baar very lictle reeemblancs
ecleptirl FORADC S fa T

Jarcy L» ressmparsd tadey mOt for wle swvaat-l
WUt far a ahort story caliad "The Cruclfiziom of Chi
Bicycle Neca™ (whoss titla L=, Ly amough, 73 and for
dremagic word, ke wma the pioosar of the “theatrs of tha anaurd™, which by
developed through Mle charactor Papa Ubu. Ubo appearsd for tho flrat time
im Ubu Roi, which begilna with bia ahoutimg obmcenitios at tha
sudles¢s. Jurcy e pxpleveilad of the philoscphy of hia compositions that
Lf tbmatre andisfcas wérs o b premcstsd witb the spectacls af cbarvactors Like
tbemealyns actiog aut Busdeos and emimestly mouaible actipts tham =il the
commouplice (1lusloos ta whbith they wera alrmady comsitted would ba made oveo
firmar. wadt#d ta maks piople apan tbalr micde, to shoch i1bem out af their
wental straight—jackeie aod aifer tbas mew apporiuditiss 1o Lhiak. Ho wrots
of allovimg mufisoces the “relief’ of 6melbg an 1ba slage tbat which they
6id 3ot umdarsrend, and (hs 'Acilve Dlowsure™ of participating ko the ideative
explaretilaca of the playvright Hle acleaca tlctlop, 10a, 1@ Loreadsad ta joli
dul) misds imto wew puthe of thoug

#LEre mcigace fickiop

[n the @arvice of thass Ydesl
pataphyaica, tbe “science of imsgl “Fataphyelica’ be wrote,
“9111 a3amine che Lawe goversiag ascaptioms, smd will explaln ths universn
awpnlamentary ta this ons; or, leas ambitiomely, will deacriba & usiverse wbich
tan be - apd perhaps edould Le - amvieaged In the place af tha tradikions)
uRLenr sipte (he Lems 1hat ary supposad to bave b S#lecovared 1a [ha
tiditioan) usiverss ars alao corrslatioms of ssceptions, alhel: more fraquent
omen.” (bera again, iacldeatally, we cas d a parallel betwaep Jarry wod Wells
for ¥alls' firet importasi piace of sciantific journall 'Tha Radiecovary at
the Inigue". pointed omt that t#chbology Bede avsllablo the meass of measurisg
wionte ditforovros amoDx appdreatly atet phancasns, (bus siflruiog the
uniquuness of al) oalilisase and events. )

Opa foundetion atons of Jarry's philosophy of mcisnce was iha aotlan of
~ellnaman” - & comcapt imitlally wesd by Luirotius, oma of tha Graak axpooania

ca:
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af the mtakic thanFy of @atter. Clinamsn is Suppossdly & tisy wearva in the
aotion of a0 atom, eotlraly at the dascretlon of chance, wioh Le the hypatbetical
raltimate cauae™ of all avente emd pbeccesns. (Kulvin bed rssurvected the Idas

of climemep for his ows theory ©f matter, and it bas Ilnc- teea u:nt ¢ into
wodarn acisatific doctrins ik 1ba guiss of A&
irracicoal arigin at all om i3 badaviour af
rr3°e work Wy tbe cbance ewerviog of the mjad froe
1642 t0 idaa, making imegivative laaps wod eettling novhare.

Jarry died in 1907, aged 34. TWells lived €6 ke aigbly Huch fame we
Jarry achieved was locel and short-11ved (altbongdb be has racsatly deso
“rediatovered"') wharene Tells becams universally reqpected 1m kie own )ifetime
ua a philasapbar asd writer,

Modern sciwnze fictioo, through hts critics aa¢ 1ts writlecrs, atill) pays
homsge to Wally. Fem of tham heve aves beurd of Jarry. And yeat syed the mont
caredly glance ar camtmporary scletce fiction ravesls that Jarry’s sathods
aurvive, alongelde taat of Wells.

The Modero wrlterd of “bard" aclence fictlan - almast wl) gradus
the Caspbell schoal = take theiy brief tros Wella., Writers Tike I ¢ Aaiwov,
Arthur Clarse, Poul Anderdon and Fel Clament pose tbeir bypothuses, and pursud
ihe Lupld cbewo? with ruthlens diecipliny. Thoss ¥ho have eritieo
criticnl manitaston chaspiaming thim kind o 8¢ leca fhction {Beiszlain, Bliak
mod othara) atress the Fealigtic qualiiies of »f, 1ta determination to atay
within the dounds of sclentific poenibility. A1) imagiustive avercisen which
feil this rigorous etendard ara relegetad ta tha stetoe of “faut f

There are, Zowey writars Like A.4. lafferty, tarlen Klllecn, A.E. vea
¥ogt, Philly Dick wnd Michas) Mooreack, who #til) coastdsr that whgt they are
involred with is sclance fiotiod, and yot make acosende of ibe Welleiana
aleadsr The disciniloe of tbe classical acieatific metbod s Im oo say
Tepregyntad | thelr work, Thyy wra adventursrs among idaas, and - wheider
they era aware of it o¥ aot - 1day are the iatellectun) descendanteq of Alftred
Jurry. Clioassn plays an 1sportast role 10 1beir thicking acd thalr arr, mod
1beir sffact on the resdar le to jolt Als mind 10tc aew end unforaeen patha.
Thepe writers, too have thuir chempioms mmoMg crif{ice who heve writes
manifestos for wcisnce fiotios (Alemei Panakis baloags to this group, aa ¢id
tha prophats of the so~called "sev wvava"), declaring That ackemcew fiction ia s
fore of Tantasy whoes Lualoess i1n to disturd tled routines af thongdt, and
“hore clels 10 scieptific fidelity 1e both spurious asd ucoecsssary.

18 4 dasde, 1% 18 @ PIty 1Bt this polaricy sbould sill] eMiet taday.

= pa-ticulerly tbose of yeal abllity - <an work in
a the other (and thie includee moms of the write
work 1 1pstancad s axemplary of ths oke mnde ar ths atbay).

The polarity betwass ¥slle and Jarry wes an opposition mithin e basic
similerity, Wallp and Jurry were $oth ipvelvad io the oaizmps of openiog
ainds, and ware oppositas aRly in that thay Mid vary differant 1dems aa @ bow
wiods might beat e opeoed.

Sellp’ idey wha 1bhat wminds sbould ba opeted by the merast crack, =g thet
# oaw idas Alght be alipped $n withaat tha aind fully realisicg rhat ity
had been Onde Lnalda, tbe Ldes might 1bea Imteract with
tbe contente of the mind to ewpand 1ts Lmaginmative borisose. Wells, and
Wellainn science fiction, attempte to 1ovade the mind u litile st g time,
1atroducing mew idwas oom hy ome end ip euch « wey that they may uot sess too
aldes. It is & curoing mothod {but by po mesns dishooest).

Jugry scoroad swob cuonsng and ba bad Da patience $ith caraful proceduras.
Nia lnteotlan was 10 dynamiie ibe Bauadaries of the WInd, sveeping Thea away with
& great flood af 1€aas. His policy was one af coofrontation and challsage - overt
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und dramatic (end In oo way disbomwat)

Thare cpm he B0 daubt that Wella‘ methods workad bedtar at the turs of the
tantury, and probably sorks Dettar todsy, The cunhing, 4
sncceasiul - minda Often react ta tha Jarryasges coafroat
complecely. The [ect Thal one method ia rylativaly mave awccamdful dose mot,
bawerver, mema that Wells war "right" aad Jarey “wrcag”. It ahould ba nated that
1R teeotleth 0aBtury sclesca 1t ia the sxperimmmtars i thaught (Eaxwell,
Cimatoin, Dicec) wbo are remaborsd ssa of gesios — for they it was who
esnautted old dogmas with daring new cancepts. Thana are tbe aciantlace
Jarry woulo bave efmired. It abould 4lad e Solnd that (A6 reascn that thess
e can be Ralled as geniusde la that othar swm (Barts, Rddingtoo sad Carl
Andereoun) 416 tde erperimeaial vork which proved thea right. These are the
sclentiata Welle sdeired. Tuers 1s 2o Progress without Minkers of Woth
llads e bas to creats Dew Ldeas, aod schscae bad 10 test ihem - wnd
It Is a siupte ¢act thet ouly @ very few mes have 108 tamporemdnt to do bath.
Toe might ewggest that scispce rictiom writers are especisily favoured, to that
1bere asens to by a conniderable wmumbgr of them vbo are capsble arf blsocdiag
Weolisiap methads and Jarryesque.

It is, § cthimk, loevitable tbat mcience fiotion writers abould = dtscav-

erad and ueed Jarryesque methods, without aves ioowiag of hle exasplae, for
it 13 tdrough the methods ©f Jarry ihat the Fellsiea imaglastiocn 14 pravided
»ith fusl. 1t 1@ perbapa olso fmevitable tbat is sdould be the Wellalan
»ethods vbich are the moat ravayed within the field, ukile the Jervrresque
ore lves rasgectabla. Wallsiad yhilamophy 1, after nll, trigd and tested,

by soleatific , whiles Jarryasques explorstios
ET N | 1 1, 1 a0 1.

When the critica of sclance fictiean go im svarch of works outsida tbe
lube) which might be co~aptad imto the satabliphmmat, it is thy Sellgind works
which they esbrace: Orave Kaw borld, 1984, We,und - of comres — the works of
¥alla Gimself. THey Wave Dot beap #a reedy to ackossledge The Cirews of ir Lao,
A toyag.s of Aroturus, Thv Phantom Tolibooth  amd are generally umawnre aof Jarry'a
own work and pavela Like The Bwperor of If {by Guy Dent) and Murrtm (wy
Kric Thacker and Apibony Nerosbaw) tu aay ocase, they wowld probably sxclmde
thesa worka as “'pura femtasy™. Bul featasy bas a 4 Jived slongelds mchance
fictioa - 206 sublisbere bave recogniesd lhn teapi t!o nlutm or erirics.
ALY of Lbe major scleace fictioa A and falazy )
have bad feotasy compamions {(Fantastic, Mknoun nd Begond for ® parc of
thelr 1lves, and The Mopazine of Fantaey and Scéence Fiction opemiy proclaime
the alllemce. The famtany ttma sssocisted vwith scisaca fictiom (aod written
for tbe most part hy the game outhors) bas geaerally bean fantaey vaiog ldeas
ublch zoma fyom the amme lotellactual apring as wore | scieaDce
fictsoa, eves Mough ite vocuhmiary af aymbola has Gewn iraditigoal apd aythological .

Se should, I tbink, bs prepsred to recogmies tbe kipabip betwssn Wella mod
Jarry, asd wa abovld mot be 90 deterwiued to define boundariee beisesn thalr
®ecbods. Though polea apart 1o theliT procedure, thelr aims were the aame: ta

The Tollnlas eethods may work beitear, but somsose bas 10 evolve the
are olipped through tba creck (o the imagivative bowsdari
the40 are woTe 11%ely to sprisg from climsset that trew the dogged pursuic
of tbe misutine of troth, 1% attea gatatul for misds fo be b

- ua gold-mipera miways wned 10 £10d - 1t 18 oftas the only =
ut the treasyrs.

Jarry'e work iy availghla in English Lo two books published by Joastihan
Selveted Vorkd edited by Snger Sbattuck eud fimow Vatsom Taplor {ebich
imcludes FouctreDd, aad T)y Supmale.  Both mre iw peperback,




The Infinity Box

A STORY OF THRL DAYS TO COME oy 0.G. Walis

(Corgl: Landoo. 1878: 112 pp: e3p}
Reviewud by Briam Staklutord

“A Story af ¢ea Dapa to Coma” firag

puared b Foll Hall, im 1697, (u tha

amo yoar Ibhat Ths hur of the Worlde

wnd The Impieibie Mmenda Lhair appesrsaces

cloded Lo Taloa of Space ard Tume,
and bes bueo im privt for 15e leal

a ar ao 3o The Collectsd Short
Stories. 1 dom"k Waga tha currest
price of be Short Storisa s,
omilbus paransiale ara usually chesp by

rébsch #tanderda, Bad 1L Lp probably
botter ve Thao » 45p paperbach wbich
aeparatcs aut Doe af Lts lasguat hut bp 23 meacs maat 1mpreasics sEfferinge.

uy vas atie

1ed (o write i fmagiumtive fictioa by two BALD lateredts -
bi» dogmatic beltef Lm Thomss Beory Burley s joterpretstivn of Sarviciam theory
»od passiomata commiteasl to Pablan sac worx la the
prodert of twa codfllct swakened Iu Bis imagicetion by e atruggle to recomcila
thees doctrimee and harwooiss tbsiv precopt ost of thu early (pro-190L}
ecisatlfic romancas are, bowayar, bullt primarily upon tbe flood af Idams shich

In populur scleubitic Jovroml In thew hin
aro really only cmbryomic. "4 Story of the Hlone Age”
in tha coly Oma whirh ie swpportad by solrlclogical thiaklog micma. aod im
1897 be wes fuet Ral rwedy far it

The stary Le asi Io » fulure af sutress urbaoleation and clase leinten,

but = ¥islon 14 yessing flaccid, and wafuellsd by any yuel langinmtive

iowight. It plot la liftsd fros rommop Tictorias selodrams without modificatioo,
avan 1o tha azxreat of resolution by fortwmate "caming 1aic & lagaey”. 1t muac

64 rimbered that 1bie edtoduies dntfoipations - Walls fivet wigmificeot
collactloo of cesays - by four pem It 1a the TEfleciicn of as Immatura socisl
and political conpclovanass, anA doaa nat roBpara wirh tha biologlcal fant
besed 00 WD mrée of Imagiontive sxtvapolatios wbers be wae at that Liwe f
coapalent.

It Corgl really wasmt to presowt tbis

an parc of an "¥ Callactor’s Libracs™
by owe it L0 Lha yemdér to providm
an Intvoductico which will ast tha work
in comimEr. Unlass the rasdar tndey-
steode comsthing of Ibe becksvound ot
tbe place - vhec 11 was t1an, why Lt
wn, wBat la Im 3¢ fhaL 1e
tiog usd for wbat Mimtorical
- ne 1a Liksly to be vary
dimappoinied by what ha féoda bers,
wnebla 10 put It lats perepec
£ven tha copyright matl
Ltiom of 1937, minleading
Ae 14 miande, thEs lacka )ike am aff-
ao=4 $ary moowy Dut
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MIKE OF 1NPANY by leeter de) Rey (Dewpis Dobsca; Londos; 1974; €1.7%)

Raviausd by Joha Clute

AR provepasca-teetisg counts witd crud toa, 1t's relerant tc aots that it wes
a8 loog aga ae 1987 that Lester del Ray rirst pubilshed a veralam of Brdye of
Infomy (a lousy little book) i3 ap American ai msganloe, waich aspired thare-
atter, and thet 1t wes 1982 thst be panded it lata (ke otlome movella

Decaie Dobsom heve Ryd the afirontary to photograpb and releane - like a

fioal straw - 18ko tha Exglieh Gerdcover warket or markvilie. Im 1657 thare
=gy bave beas soms commarcinl sxcome for Lester del Ray's pobklisbing the

thiag, bacmusa ba had 10 wat, mid who wue Lastar del Hoy im 1057 to pollar

eryap; svan 1n 1043 rbe twmascing af 614 crod imto the sheps aof = (wigbty abart)
boal might RAve paaded muster a4 the aart of ectivity yoo kad to adpect owt

of ap 014 back aad it dropploga, o0 the (mighty dafe) sdaumption that
professions]l hachery and toilat-traiming were sutually sogatible: but im

107¢, oo tba 1est legn of the eipkiog abip, 1t 6oea seem & plece af impartimeuce
to be denls this eert of etuif &y Deunie Dobeos, who have become tbe kind

of pubtisber vbone aditarial wetiviiies snd wiplage sesm to coumist of the
copying 0ot of old Mlueh satarial frowm Amaricar yditioon of the titles they
phatagraph £of ua suchers, ead mis-apelling what thay copy, toa, ibcredi
waoogh {¥ix, “impaster™ lu the Dack-flap blurk for Hilwarberg's egragiows

The Silemt Invaders; lo 1943, whkea tbay publiabed 1t, Ate — evea Ace - managed
ta epell AL Fight).

Like wost tomyeciops of thin pulp, Badge of Mfomy runs wery fest to atamd
atil]l, jost the way Chinass food dupyossd to, 30 that g)) Eha axtrabecvs
toioge snd froiaga and rotarias philosopbisioge sboyt the iniguitiaes of
taivarasl suffrage drelft through 1he & 1ika white paiss, though somstbisg
af & ayaopals does aurvive, barely. Univarsal suffrage Baving basa gramtod
all the ne'erdovells, groat 1onbiea bava sprung bp ta oAter ta the, and to
cantrol them. Tha Medical Lobhy I cae, aad reta ite pover (aow got thie
for ap example of » abarp tougue and @ind at work, laster'a) %y refusiog to
allow doctors to reapoud to Tisld eserguncies, vbich 1m praity dystopic yom
caD betcha, tb tbe Tesult that emy doctor who Goes give Lirmt ald imasdimtely
sutters debaggicg, ucfrocking, ontraciew, and pevarty. Our baro, Dr Das
Teldsan, 1 out is the cowntry with Gie f1ances and finds dmself forcad ioto
giving tirst aid to eave n life; both the patient amé asbhitigus aggrossive
Firl aftervardy deacusce poor Das, why piake (mmedlately tuto the gotter,
atd valy hegios to Peconatract hip shattarsd )ife after fiwding himaglf
abla to amnesk aboard B Mars-bound frelghtar; va Nars maybe & mas ¢t do
& wap gotia €o, without asditious alee betraying bie to the anthorlti
apd trying to geip agenthood for themaelves, 1ke bis ex-filences for Lpatance,
wbo espiree to succusd ber fether ae chmirman of tbe Nedical Lodby, mow can ya=
beat thet for wowommoly tehaviour? Mot guly thst. sbe‘e o= boer: ba fraighter,
and etarts doumdiog poor Dam wl) ower sgain, #achbisg aod desouscing end de-
belltoy him )l gvar again, uatil the mcasage auat have bedo trakeperently
¢ilagr to tbe doitlaest piapliest 1eanager Ia 19373 Girls are wicious amd
uatrustwarthy mod a6 $6Dder they won't give you a date hecauss thay hnow
you‘re eida ta thea from reading of, amd vbo oeeds girla anpway!

Uas doesp't. Be yacspas to tha Backwoods of Mare with sose men pals,
where be caves livas in thy fisld, askes devotad frieads, acta real mice,
sercbee 1llegelly into tha desdly plage puttiug t lar eyoten at
& curs when the emtire Medical Lobby (lucluding tbe fesale}
canpot, mnd balpy alt) bis maw pals on Mars rebe) sgaimst the 1)legttimate
sutbority of tbe ilobbies {and the famale). Mot @ when bis fleccee
tizelly surrendere to bim doam Tan Rackellde 1ata the nambypasby crestvre he
waa before fimding out whba¢ womaD Are really like: ¥itbh an expreesion oi
weli-igrued dlatuste oo him Asla facs, ds turns his back om the demoleted,




BOOR REVIERA as
trenchercus Temsls ta fate the Martiap future togethar with the guys.

Wit 1n pacmlierly wp)-nﬂt shout this crespy little story - perbups it
e t about geare pelp n fors, though amalysie
18 beyood cur arape Mr- - 1a the fact that the sctunl story eays nothinmg out
lood 4t a1l shadt womdst ar theif role: thy anjwus ia covert, coded, dingy.
Tte 1a asdly al 'y, Bowever, Mot ¢Dly dous the femals gin
irremadizhly aingly through teking it upom bermelt to wet, though wothing
af this la sotually stated; ultimately thare is Ra WAy to intayprat any of
her plot eativities - wbade luwoacy and viotauanass ere othereise laerxplicable -
ce to am upderlyilog hwbris on her part. That oagolog act af
the resder 1 forced to make, if be wiehes to underatand Mr
de) Rer's story at asy level vshtacever. The reader La forced {(ay Wr del
Rey) to ipgrimisate bimoult - through these eoforced Oscodiege of tbe text -
i gastures of misogyoy tbe avthor (Nr ¢l Rey) escapes, for atl I waow
is dumb good falth, baviog to pay for.

Walch ves typlcal epough of #f 1a 1957, sat ewgbe eves ia 1949, sbes boye
wera boya., TWhat seams pretty clenr, bowever, la that vhat aight buve gops down
1u 1057 a» fup misogyuy does Ot wask as fus alaocgypy any tangar, Deanis
Oobson, Leater, »o that ope can ocaly wish & sale anathema upon this
drab, costly, delow-the-belt rasindar of the fasaDd We'Fe Pt behind wa aad
of tbe dreck they used to munch, alome ench Friday sveniog #ith Jack Paar.

.

20 DIAECTION HOME by Novmao Jpimrag (Ni)id

om; 1976; €3,40)
Raviawad by Jobp Clote

1t's rather » phass to lbw MHormao Spiored‘a racent collection of short
storkes, %o Direction Home, i u yarsgraph, but there's a kind of disjoioted-
Dess to the compiletiogm that flismmxss mny mttempt to resposd to the book
ites)f, ratber thas ta tha various afpacta of Sypinrad’s cavesr the iwdividual
raprasant, and who bad tima for that, who bas apace. foma of t
are im bis least eagay Ao Borida vein, thair Bectarimg “yulp
anphuiss™ (Algle Budrys) bidisg uader a suk-Tallardian carapaca, uvady,
povAIty-atricken, pumchdrumh. Others more attractively lay down apocalyptic
respoases to the Loss of the 4resm aof Amearice the Lats siztles - though by
@o% wa're beglaping to get sostalaic about tbe loss itmelf..."ALl tbe Saunde
of tbe Beiubos™ im too loog but picely renders a post-htatorical Los Apgelee

ad could ae a yre) imary eketch for Edwerd Bryaat's Cla .
triliient “A Thing of Beauty™ has eppaarsd elsenbere more thap ovce, but
i=proves om §; & wenlthy copas to » dscayed tourist-ridden
Awerice end buye the Brooklyo Bridge for sasthnii¢ reasgos - ryescon the vendore

Cen ng looger praperly comy: . "The Lamt . wery loog, an
entliar story, prosants mych the sams deep structure of messange, twt oot e
Jiow is Dlotted. Most of the tales, ix fect, urs too loog, jew at tbe resder
Imet that fractian bDepond the damande of pu, %4 that yau fisd yowrself
fighting the baok, fightipg Wr Apicrud despite your fuodamemte! agreessent
with ki opimiocna, tde {feiled) cleims of bie esstbetice, your ayspathy »ith
X3 ewnye of rola. 244 to tbses Irustrutiome the fact that thase etories sre
deeyly lwplicaied 13 & previoue ere oOf the imari ot 4
in the cold palluted warld, and you heve g <ollectica whoma ruimom d'etre
iy somehgw - dumagisgly - docemeptery.




12 YECTOR 78,77
BTEPPE by Plera Aotboay (Mi1imgtoa: Loados; 1078; £€3.00)

Tevieved by Joha Clute

Steppe 18 a wook to chugek
Piyrs Antbony‘es oew mowe

enéd probebiy tock adout wuch time to write,
» very speady indend, and & plansnire ta ride.

Alp, as Ulgwr of the weaterm sieppes of Asia
birtk of Christ, is u ¢lewer quasi-iiterete 1-uomad, fasti-thlokd
tough o ouile, lynx-wypsd, ruthless, est ke sbite im 1itile boles for loce)
calapr, Am it'y tha daly loca) colayur wa're guing to get, revel 1D Lo, Mr
AntRooy (4 pat about ta ait atill, The ook opeos in mad b Alp
traditivosl someise tba Eirghls chasing 2im scross tha ategpos aftar redd
Wle boams. Om Ais great boves Furefoot, Alp atiempta to leap a chass, but
the Doble-baarted basst is Loo wiNdsd 1o make ihe juamp, apd Alp fslle hmdrady
of fest ta wbat sesma certein death.

Amd wiraked 2405 LOTE® 0O AR Operating table way isca the futura, o e
world be bas @0 vay of underacanding 4ICept Chrawgh the AGSUNPTIOD thst be
bas dled end good 5 Bell. Be figures ha might as wall sdapt- Bel) menap to
bs doslpated by ibe Game, o complex simuletion of varlovs epocbs from Earth
bistory im wbich, medinted by u glast ldwetikit computer, wager tititens - like
thoer wio Bpra whipked A1p foturewards to interrogete him shapt ehittiag in
Little Sotap aod otber tipa about survival in the game of Steppa - perticlpace
im the racranted 2istorics) ¢pocha ma ?igures of oote and campeis for poiats,
poiots Geing wos Baialy 1hrough the comsittlog of maybam 16 sccordaocs with
tradition. Quick-witted tradiciona) Alp acca earks it out that bis bast
chance for aureival 1n ¥ell 14 to enter the gaas of Bteppe s¢, exaplog his
would-ba incavrogacors, b mal ale way to tbe great campul ed applies
succaenivlly for sotry 10to the Came.

At whioh polpt Mr Antdapy bagica to camp, Bt Jjaontily, the syes blur.
Tt turas cut that the Game L3 ectuslly laterstsliar L» eceps - dvapita 1ie
semantic reetrictioca to th aietory - asé comsequsstly the azalogwes
1t offere to lifa on the grest stappas mra x tguch fram. 1o tha Game
sockigmantd re planets, Bordes, apacesbipe, asd s farth, aod ¥ith avemts

oo & le tbat Barthk hletory by & fectior of 1sa,
A)p 800D Tippe past bis ovm dive apd i raboTo € [9v  (Imes, accord
10 1bs rules, al) the while 14 «» ba gyl pe in dle

apaceshiy copmitting maybam and sbitting where by can, thowgh anmatimes i¢'s
« little hard, tindiog & Bole. Pilomlly ke's ¢ by 1be -
which bad baen plannieg thia difficwlt rola far his al) ide while - iato
taklag o0 the part of ap obacure teeoagsr aaned Tewulip who swom growe uUp

0 be Jeagble Qan.

An Janghin, Alp ia adle £o AMASE AD G0OFROUS Dusber of polots, bécaome
all-tise wianar of Brepps, and emlt from the Oama. Sach im ¥ell, he's able
ra retiea on hia procesds, and Iives bappily ever after. Wont ke ibinka of
#1) this w2 oaver flud out, Mr Aathcoy beimg wo subjactivist roadsr, pot
haviag the tiee, the movdl ende, e epilfy mpasamgicel rollercommter of a read.
11 you a tha wroag baok. Apart from souws pleasant
YOpeNTise abOWt & ioos drisatigatioas of bistory, there
simply 180°t aDy wore

Not u thieg



S00% R
A MILTLTYDR OF VINIONA edited by Cy Chauvio {T-L Graphica; L973; 47 pp)

2

= in order
Buch projacts sre to ba
applaudsd, asd mlthough | harm ooy g two reearvalians aboat the cnnu-u af
qbis particular asthology | thisk that Cy and TH

avary emcaursgomeot.

Chsuvin’s edito L pollcy La clalesd to be to pr sany d11ferest
and copflicting (yat always skiwuletlag) viows aD SCLINCE TLELIDE A8 DOBF
t posnlble - DOt ID 67 gaRes - aod ome <caD detact cartaia otber factors
the thinkiag that Lies beblad the melectioa process re. For
the mned L3 Co-ODt LIK memss, @A #0 wa bava (ramacripts
. plum » paatpcrigt lifred
Lem and stranded alose. Though Orepla La Guiw
and Jases B)iak had mting thimgs to mmy im tbeir talks, talha mre wol
critical cesays and ds wot claim to be, and 1t 1a umfualr to represnat thom s»
suck. Similarly, as isclaied postacript is bousd to foerl wocomfortable 1t
moked tC wawquirsde &6 AD item e ile own righe.

or she qtnr five plecae, two ara gamare!llipsd bromdsidne mimed at ths
» ot Y of, \wo are pacdiza oo §ue1uidunl
. mnd aoe - the best by far - la & romsact om a body of mork,

The tvo broa by Tow Diach mbd Seuce Gillespsw, both sufter trom
Lba standard perils of awssbburklitg plecica aimisg to sbow that sveryibiog
utupid af readers 1ove and odmire 18 reully povarty-atrickan trubblak. Thay
play witb landed dlca, cuals contemporary #f for sbai 3L 1s sat,
diswineiog aé Lrrelevadt ady attampl 1o Oecilde Juat what i) 14, or why i1 182
mod oot vhet tbay veckon it ougbt to be. Thass articlea are provacslles,
but are oxercleas Ip shawiog—off rather wan camatruci eriLictanm.

Aleo guilty of blatant akowing off 1e Sbaryl Baith, whass aalf-zomgrat-
ulatory pleca dealing with (obliqualy) R.A. Lafrarty’s Arrive ot Eastoritna
Is excrucietiag in Lta Joeptituds. Self-imdulgeat fam writora aftes feed
el Iy ao sal?-imdul oovals, but it can We dome with atyls amd
compatenca, as avidéeuced by 1be ather ¢xtsnded book review - Jaff Clark’s
oasay oo Aldime's Frankenatein tmdound. Altbomgh )imitod, this im » good
ploca of work amd worthy af locimsloN.

=or!

The o remalning plece, which raaliy a
1dge btshind tha antbolagy, 1a Bob Atckard'a
Surk Btoviedge mowsls. Rerve im the goovive value af weitict
20t pimply » commantary upoo, but also = coat
bocks  VWithout agresiog with shat Rickurd Gam to amny 1 can appreciate what he
1e daing boro. e Lm waking a real ap ta the at
theas works, drawisg m patlern of rolatiomships betweeo thaom aod making an
attompt ta oxpluio pattern i terms of Blisb’a mmbitiloce eod )imitmtiows.

'vas to rowaal the marii of the

| bava RO idan bow aany other essays of iba quality of Anb
1hire are 17ing sdout in the vaet awseambly of published fantine There wre
1. There are, mime, #1580 a AV) wde of s1eas Tika Hberyl
68t @any (raNscribad Lalke by fumous Dases #2ich heloog
whtrs (bay sre WDlees OF motl) thelr autbara ecluslly maks erticles out of

chard® e

Smith's sod

Lat un menm @ore colleciioos 13ke Lhfe, Bul 14T uUB eee & 1Ltita aore
sditorial dlecretion Ln thetr compilation.
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ANDBOMXDA GUN by Jako Boyd (Barkley; Mee Tork: 1073; 174 pp: 0B¢)

»y Brica

The lotrpduction of an on lapocest (ato am orfisary bumas
Jwet about z1 © & mtrstegy «m »f pol . 1t mervad
Peillgotia, Olnf Stapledop aad otbars s » udeful toc) im soc
ang furnighed saoy @0ders ¢lciars with a satiricn) iwatrusest What wo bave io

Gor 18 mot, bowever, straightorward matire, bul somethlsg pae step
ramoved Irom that., Thd alleu here fimds Aot ¢ humsp oltustiom but = litorary
clicha - the lapdacape amd tho mytbology af lbm womtorm. The result ie e
curious bp (aechastics Jiterary joke.

Dae axpects af vestarns o ha JI2EEIrOUS {¥e they bava been
when aitemptad by Jaba Jukea or ¥, Danm Pipar end Joha J, MeGui
Joha Boyd xtramaly adapt st dendgen bumour amd he brings thla off am
Perhage lew athors coutd, with a haeo aye Far anbar sbaurdity.

As & writer Royd pa9®d vary limitwd in RLD uAe of LOOIE. A coy prurisnce
hausts al) hie works, et times trricats =00 oftas bavildering i ibe eanneyr
at its intrusion, BLe plotting sbows great Lotricacy 1o »ows respects and
wholeanla ploppinues In othNere. auggeslibg stroagly Lbat ba 18 = weke-ii-up-
an-you-ga arit. Hevnrihel be 18 alveya readable.

1bs hero of Andromsda Gt ia a gusalisger infasted by ao mogelic mlien
whEOsE 9198100 im 10 bring Earth ioko Galectic Brotbarkood, Mia character im
111-formad and uostsbls - ke can't qdd 3 and 4 but claany up tha town with
coomidersble logesuity. Ha dosea't yndarptacd womao Gwt baa § @astary of
aly ifosusndo. The alima, tno, Ly a pretty veird acgel Ao yat 1t mgves. ..

Toare are tbres kinds of lio - Lise imtended to deceiva, liss istooded to
canfirm bellars ¢irasdy keld, aod lieca fotomded tar mer msusewont which
work througb 1haiv idioeyocrasy. Andivownedo Oun La » thoroughly #1131y baok, but
44 ia atlly 9Ltk womo mtyle, and atylo can make = tal) atory atend up.
Datinitsly & book far tbawe with mn eccentric semse of husaur.

OWE-ETX by Stoart Gordon (Pamthar, 1076; St Albana; 268 pp; Tip)
Boviewed by Brias Stablafore

Baro ba dragosa - bot 40 mastlion =1 &, Samonp, arming nf yoman, a totaltterias
utata. & magic-infested tomer, sasarted manaters and » plot that mever

knows whare it'm hasded from one chepter tn 1ha peat. Though 1t fe fargonimad
into ths mytholagy of af post-bolocaust world im whick moat man are

wutaoia and the powara of miod vrus wild amid tho relics of an saciant
suporscisace, Ohid ty# 1a a fastaay, pmre hut Dot gqoite a. The occult

and the aupersciastific 1ie elde by , amd mingla

Toe repalasadcs wbich thim variacy af fascaay le enjoying im ap imtorsetiof
#bencmenna, particmlarly in that ths dosand for "acisoceficticosliastion®
Sotma dtvodg. It mesms that we ¢i0 00 10BKAr 1ale the emparnutura) (magiwatlos
atraigbt, but wust apice it with rilus) phreses whick shifs the aymbola inta
the bardorlande ot the suppomediy acisotific imegimation Why this eirange
compulaion?

Buch worka ac this ocos do 0Ot 480 [Reir ¢WR litorary atandards. Thay do
oot {asmd porbaps canaot) cowtsiw mnythiog spocial or usique, They are
unatryctured, withaut plot aieply bacauns anything Cap bapped at apy tlae -
thare ara =g problamg oy soluticos bat alwply » zonatasnt flow of desgera to be
saorciges in formulsrietic fasbiom. The ataads to which the work must e
compered are tbose of ¢t tare, of tha product - the bisarrenses of the mons




the danterity aof the author 1s cascealing the Pacility with waich ti
(amd wiacrted axtras) are sbesled through their sequamca af endaumi.
those stasdards, this is fair to aiddliag piece of work. 1Ite author 1s &
aas of oot iwcooatdersble ability, asd obe cen ¢aly hopa that his laventiveasss
e up to the gruallisg courss of promiasd sequele.

This 1s perhaps the moat a0de of 'y tabtasy, aod
far that reamom 1t Ls the most ﬂunalll ta write with simcerity. Writers
who has it almoat 1nvarlahly make thelr impact — f they eale way impact
ot 411 - ®lth thair earliar sork. Faailiarity sakes them atale, 1f mot
contamptuous. One-Eys haw varve and sigour, Ita moasters are ob puppet
utrings by the stringe dan't ehow, Ita magic worka in such myatarious waye
that tha suthor bap to drowp 1te logi: ia of varbal
but the smbroidery is mot witbout wrtistry. [o thres books tims, ar tanl.
1% will all bwoas mechasicel, drisd-up, axd lasy. Htuert Gﬂrﬂnﬂ woa‘t be
wrising 248 pagee & book tbes. But by thea e will probably be moying va to
otber pastures, wiich give &im more cpportunities 1o vircoomso yerformencs,
In tbe menntime, (ne-Ey¢ will pleans ite eudiamce,

THE GPACEJACKE by Rabart Wella (Borklay; New York; 1975; 140 pp: #5c)

Reviewad by Brian Btehlatord
"Ayder's facavery Systems UDaited wms fuat trying to atap ia Busiaess, getcing
1o EpacY wrachage fuater than the campetitios. Wheo & Rameoth, myaterious
star-craft beges sbowing up oear Earth giviag svideace of posse, g that
feposaibility, faster-thea~-light ppasd, Trix Ryder thaoght that r fathar’s
busipeas wes io desp troubls...®

1t wae, toa. 1t found 1taelf ia tbe emharrassleg situatioa of beiag ba-

calewd of @ Plrtet Stories sovelette whloh had somabaw suffered the Madigasity
of belug padded to four timea ita Datsral langth.

Planet Stormica was sever the hingpis of the of pulp wazssine fleld (msd
what's Bara, 1t waZ one of the fov sageiines aodests esough mot to claim
that 4¢ waa), bDut 1t bad ita virtoes. Ope af theam was ap avarapees of the
foct thet 1f gou are golng ta glve the reader uapreiencious adveature ataries
st within a rather stereotyped mytbology of ipterplasetary derring-do,
tbep FOu aNoM1d ksep the actioa goiug a1 & good, steedy pace. The maet
unfortubata thing about The Spacwjacks la that ibe pace 1a anytdlog bui
steedy. Things happan lo fite and bur In betwwsp thers are hopeless
pleces 0f Dlatant dallimace - 1ikse the 433 pages Of tOora~wp Rawapapsr (pp J0-
3%), the two-pags spacaskip masoorra {pp 57-0) and tha fruatratsd phobe call
(pp 79-82). 1% is elao worth poiotiog out, 1 thisk, thac a Plgnat Stories
aovelette wowld F, Gnder edy circmmptances, wllow ita systericna glarcraft
to fart around for 150 pages amd theo etwply go away, luving the eoding open
far & sequal bet lettlag dawn tbe yressot offering with a ssd and sopgy thud.

DOCTOR MIRABILIS by Samen

1sh (Panther; St Albeon; 1974; 318 pp. 7Bp)
by Brimn
Doctor Mirabilis waa tirst publiabed by Faher & Fawer iw 1944, It hee taiso
o Tong tiwe to gt 38t peparbach, Thim is understasdable, for Docior Mirabilée

1t 4a by Do weaDs Teluxed reading and the wmnaar in #hich
the author apprasches kis subject 1o far from femiliar.




k. JETOR 76/73
Host hlatarical oavale are intereated ia avants and motivetions. ¥Writars

who ars sutfiolently conscieniious to awold sutilatiog Ristory are oftea metic-~

ulous aad Laordisately skilful In the ot asd thelr

hpaical kg -4 and . Thaugh this 1m edwireble

1t 1a sot uacommcp. Blightly rarer, Bowever, wre writarg whp cun gupply

PErso0s LDOWVD to mederpity by thelr actions end writiogs mlake with chargcter

and feeling. Tale is, ioevitably, a dletortiag procass, but there ara atil)

aumerous creftsmen wko aco 40 it. These are oriteria Ny vhich »a mighr

3 the rompetenca of Rietorica) fictioms, and Jemer Blisb »esta botk af

then well, Roger Bacoo‘a world im vomstructed with tbe utmoat care, a character

graftad oo ta what 1a Xaowt of bim cereer with craft emxd delicucy. Thbe

amonol af work and affart whichk hay gooe juto this im yndoubtedly treessdous.

But &a tl pariioular case 1da higtorics) recometructiom i ot an esd

But & Beabs, aDd tbe further ambltivas af Doctor Nirabdilis take 1t bayond

tbe usual realms af bistorical fantasy into isagizative territory whioh $a

very such ita own.

gt iwtdrastad James Bliak sbgot Roger Becoo was maither bis metiony
Bor him world, bui Ris world-view, The evapte whick ovartook Bacod asd the
bistarica) pactars of which be waa & tify part ara - to Bligh end Blish‘'s
Bacoa — o00ly SCADAR 641 UPOR & greater staga. That atuge ig the Shtlosopbies)
laage of man‘s place 1a the uplverse and Mia rale #1thla the woiver
acheae sbich domineted the 1ntellectual climate of tbirtesaths century
Europe and whicb Bacon attespted to affect.

Tois is ths propar context for a oovel about Bacom hecaupe this 1e the
context 1w b what Bacoo wap 804 what ke tried ¢o do L3 » iticant d
important, Bip sctions did oot divart the flow of eventtul Ristory, oor did

bis stforts accanpliah & great deal in alieriog the scisentific thiakiog of

bis day. but what he sttempred vaa something of profaund importence with

redpact to tba scheme ke ¥hlch all these things had meaning. Ocotor Mirabilis

18, firat aad foremost, & atory abowt ad intellect aad
worklag #ithio ap iotellectoal cosmoa. 1t 10 mot, by virtuve of thet fect,
divorced Iroe o1l the customary criterie by which a zove) might he opaed,

bot Lt thus renders iteslt to otber criteris of criticies ul) - eriticiem

ae the bagis of 1te concers with the lify of ideys awd the natura of acientific
koowladge. 1t iu, I think, suffioient to say that it measures up wall to all

thaus oritayia. Thia ia not falnt pralss Bt revogoirion of a criusph

wbich 1e considarable indasd. Thers are versy few writers who could have fulfilled
auch & prospect a tew Deoldes Janea P1ish sould bavs Rad the courege

or ihe Gatarsipatioo to try.

Jaman Blish wad & aciance f1¢tiod writer. Ne wesa, whep be first came 1o
Promiasnce ia the early fifties, the most intallectually adveaturous af all
isnce fiation writera, waing the vooabulary of ide offered by atf to
approuch und cansider (In literary thought-experimeola) pbilosophicel
probleas of all kinda. ©is writing was not sithout Lta faults - his prose
& oftan lame, moving with determicstion but without grace. Ho was careful
in but was 3ometizes bletant In bis work. These
wore principally Zaults of method. 54 ves ¢ sriter vbo hed to work very bard
Indesd to eale bis characters ilve end feel because they were sll-too-often
celled upan to be far more tbaa alsply themeslves - ther bad to be ectors in
& pracise achean, piecye ap & board wbere the moves Lo an azistentiel gume
«ore to ba sarked ouk. Only @ he vorked very berd, and things vorked tor
bim, cowld he actwally briog 1t otf, Doctor M{nabil® Ls the book 1p which
ba auccaedsd bast. Be had the advantege of mot oseding to lovent ap alisp
eaviroament 10 provide a settimg for bis ylay - he hed, lostesd, to racouatruct
one. Tt 1a mol 4 work, but it is wora secar The alien exvironmimt
be rebulli wea the vorld-view of tbe irietctstien coswology as mdaptad ta
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dogmmtic Chriatianity by Avercoss mnd iguises, which opsovd wp lo (he course
at tbail uscomfortavle bybridisstios a greai aspasding gainay Of salgmes asd

o thie istadlectus] common koriaoma of thm
ady 40 Wa pushed yech, mnd th chy of ths Church raady 1o
pimish with the nimoai ssrarity anyoae vho tried to push tbem wuck, the mind
ot fiogor Baros foumd ita challomge, ite quest axd its 48edotia) dilesms. In
that challasge, thal quest mod that dileama Jemee BI1 found tbe means (o pose
fuodamentie] QuoRtions ebout the palure of scieniiflc kavwiedge.

A)lak had alresdy pomed rulatad questivos is A Casa of Consotenzs,
wod be later ta poes more im Black Exster wno The Day After Judgment.

Dootor #irabilis tite with tbeme books. to & particular I1eld of imvaetigatian,
MUt b 19 Bla0, (D ¢ deade, A Corweratose 1p the whale edifice of the ligarature
of the erlantific Lmaginetion: N WNIqUe work; a very apaciel book,

LS 1: WAITEES QN YEE OANCE by Julian Jay Basario {(Corgi; Londoo; 1674;35) pp:

rio {Corgi. Loadow; 1976;
283 op: 85 p)
Reviowed &y Brian Btabletord
Lawsus features {xmoag gtbar thinga):
The Galactic Organisetion aRd Dowslons, based os Nawsn, the origias] world
wbence al) tnman populeiions ia the gelaxy 1mi¢iatly zums, Its llague
Eeleciica 18 la‘wis.. .

Am exppditico to lAw virgiea world Terrs, beeded by one Jesl Adétsm, vhich
ow tho ieland cobtinant af Atlanti.

cter oamed Yoeul Chri’feil, eale durvivor af tbe Atlmmtis
, who 14 iraneferyed Back ta Eartb at & later dsie for J0-odd years
ta carry AUt » RIES10D CORRRC(Ad Rith 1ha aaying of mankind

Kte.. .

You may womder why pecpln whame astive 1o4gue im lu’ilo abould have nemce
Jaul sdeams apd Famul Chri‘idt] - pal to @satiod Yull Pla‘md, Glal
€ba'arp, T11 Plu’und, Drubwdyen Kypaxa a] - but 37 rou Inteod ta resd Lowws
that's tba kind of tbiog you'1] juat Bave ta be contear to woeser. Yau wilk,
alwo, bave ta wooder what Bappansd to tha geclogical racord - and come ta that
acisoce Ltaalr,

Nemicully, Léwua Ja » muom. It s & cridogy, but part wwn (Chiidram of
fammiz ) 14 Ipcluded Lo the SecoRd volums #1004 LtD pari thras, whoass title
the colums bawrd. The first part {or iba first pha ) 1a
banically a long and favolved prologus ta eveole arkeduied for phases Lwo
and three. [t la 243 pages lon The eacond part NMaostip
bighly realniscant of aarly Edacad amilton or Jabn Caspball, and rwas 157
pewes The third Part, about tbe flmal stagea of tha Ta
loag. The atesdy decreastin 1ba magnitude of tha pbasos ia
of tba og and of am suthor who found
hat he had aaddlod hlagell »1ib & grotasyualy nabve mnd poiotlesa project.
Waitare on the Nanoe  waa ut publisbed by Arliogtom Booka, who tbam
sbandoned tha meries It wan & wisa decision. The autbar, Lt ecoms, mnlmo
realiged that tbe axa had ta fall, for the coacluding part sods abruptly,
without any ceramoby, im the manmar of a mercy killlog.

An sclence (1ction epirs go, Lemwns 14 mgst vamarkahle for am appalling
paYeriy Of téeaq, Moat of the oaes it gata by with putretied loag ago, and




VECTOR 70/37
even doond Bamiltop Left thow bebimd In ths thAYties. Lemme (s ampty of
logic, of arganimatian, and of any foTm 0f intellectual or ssstbatic dieciplins
An a reader-sxperiance Lt im vary tirseome 1 would nat, howaver, by Ipcilped
ta write off Bavaric am a hgpylees Cess Lf only bacauss ba saems ta bave
roachad = 3lar couciUBioN. N ®seua 'O havn beeo tetrayed, ba plaDmisg
Lammua by thy inplratlon 9f & guilaless mnd wfurminhed | at10%, bat thoro
ars gigny 1n voume two Of &= AlYeEDT u( rascue. Ooe gr w0 INtryeiocas suggost
lenet Xrem tbat hé wes going wromg avd perpeiratiog =
ty. 1o tiwe, may produce =ork tbak will lssve thim far
bebind, apd 4avaryone (N astitled to a few bepianlog-of-carosr Indincratligoy.

1 oaly bopa that Lowma woo't atay ound to baunt bim - or, if iy dose, that
it makes blm wmough cesh to ooakla kie to cry all the way [0 Che bank,

Torgl plap to publish asother Bsvarin book callsd Archivee of Hoven.
E suell read it, looklog for an imjection pf 14 4 plgpificaat prugroes
3 Iroe the ¢rudities of the prasant offering, asd 1 will try to avaid
Nuddering at tbe titla. 1 banaatly dom's tbimk tbat [ cap day fatrsr tham that.

BPACE CHAMTRY py R.A. Lefterty {Dobeon; london; 1976; 111 pp; £2,7s)
Neviewed by Frimo Blabloford
k bave hyard Lt argued that th

Odyssey ie a actance fictlas mnvel. [ rewalo
uEcovinced. Of the PiRlewsot’e obvorme, howsvar, thers can ba ng dovht - there
ore Lagubitebly Feverd) st aovele which are the Odyamty. [ da oot refer to
booke =hifh LB & FISLINF metbod, or 1o Lhome which aimply borrow 0dd locidsnts
trom the Fomeric apic, or to vorkm 1ike Xrost Bchoakol's mageitficest The

Voyage fiome, which ere modaro oovals sboul Odymasus. [ ratar, ¢ M, to the
£¥oMp of Dovels =MIch are, @snifestly and syocifically, the Odyssoy Iteels,
erholically trabafigured by ke igentive vocabulary of science fictlon. Th
tirar of ¢ I beliave, wam Plotcher Pratt e Tho Wanderer's Retwm. Space
Chamtoy, aréginally publisbed by Ace fo 1083, la tha mecond. Thera Ia &t
Teast one octher. Space Chantey im ibe bomt of tham

R,A. Laflerty la chisf dramatiat ID the sclence tictlon thsstre of the
abaurd  His worke gros wild and uppredictahle, witty amd wonderful. Hta
charactars a tor the mcet part, at omca wvorldly wise and Inordimataly
1apocent Thay are guarantaed to overlaok the abviaus mhila andipitously
discoveriog biddac masnioge. It 1» a combimation which makes fOr §ood coalc
writlog.

The Odysaq; le sdeal saterial for thé Kind af bizarce adventurss which
usually 1eke placa in Lafferty’s vercios of the cosmic stage. At naval
lepath Lafterty & teodency to lose ul]l memblancoaf akaps and directlun,
and it 1pé ta bave e wodel for t - (Thtlw, i Liy, le pot te
wrklo dn'n his novals im gomeral - Fgit Mrstér and Fourth Mznstors ara

ulbatt [l cnas ) Lattarty, JLke Marabal) Meluvbao,
azplores ratbar than esplains He 1o relavad and oxtravapuol, always remdy
to dimconnect amd dimg , ta atratck bla mste #1) tbe waye i1 can ba
atratebad Ln arder to accomsodate a trulp prollfic Imaglostion. Thua, im th
apic of Captaic Roadatrus, we flnd Invadere Lika Yelballa and the Club of High
Liaze, wbila Hawaicas and har daven af reat La sbmddomed withont » qualm

#il) theve ba a mptbalogy nf the futura? e the ooval, and af re
11081f im 1he aftivwative. Thara must and wtll be - & mytbalagy by shich
the panwanmicality of tbe kuowp and «aksgep UNLYSCE4 way be made Wmowh and
thua becoma tamiliar. Lika Sparte Chantey, e myrhology of tbe futbrs cad at
haat ba no more than half-ratioes!, and &t worat inglarlonsly comic - u tale
told by an 1di0t-msvant,




BOOE REVIEWS an
WING OF RINGS by fokerl fScodrioc Wileow (Roburt Nale: Lomdon; L970; 169 pp; £9.103
Neviawud by Brian Bt

atord

Scisnce fictlon ms & publimhimg catogory wasm Amarices 1B oF wnd =e publi
in otber couotrics akve adpotled it thoy have seusnlly begud ¥y laportieag stamdacds
und sssumptioee about the palure mnd quality af #f Shich are alec Americea i
arigln. Britiek =t writers, too, 'vs oftap 180040 (O jaberit the Asacicas
altiludws axd mathbods wBich characterise Che geare There has, Kowever, &
4eh & vola OF Briliab af walch retelns & (adie €0¥ texiure ratbyr uslike th
ABSrLZAD product - calmar, alowsr im sxscution ckiog 1= avtrevegunce and
Jiterary avorthand The ¢iftérvuce 14 oot in the ocotsot Wy plmply 1= poms of

t »ethods mathode fntrinsic 16 the pbiloscphy OI = produced pulp fictiam -
ch BpPEAr cemtre) to Assrican of writlog largely twanks to « Mistarical
accident.

it itle worati tbim scparata, stiff-uppar-1ip brand of Britiab ef writiug

(ae, for lodtaoce, im tbe warks of Edmmd Coapar mod “Joko Namki ) setms rather
dul) and cowotiwes yatrooisisg ..oot coly coorigios) but uwréemeotastly 0 At
ite bent (me, for lomtmmce, lo the work of D.G. Tompron) Lt cah be BUCh BOTe
clinlca) mn apalytical LhaD Asaricap 4f - wuré objeclive, leaé¢lor to & GLalter
dioplay af carcllaried &0Y COORGQUANCES

King of Rings balomgs to thim schoal fo British #f, aod unfortuostaly 11

1® clasar Yo Cappar tban 1o Cawplom 1o lerwe of 118 witicacy. Neveribalese, It
la mot without (tm merits. Ooo of the charsclatlstica of 1be veio 18 thet Iis
loss ambitlons works rarély esve abeurd or merdly mechasics) operations of pulp
formulae. NEng of Ringe randsble wnd comforiatle. It 1a 6LIficult Yo
uvold spotilug Lhe epdilog very early, Sut thers 1a soough imtereat owtside tha
glmmich ®uustuip reeder loterest, The iayorailoa hars and thara of Miwtmacha
(la make thome paeudcimtallacival commsacts many =f sriteava o= to € "

¥ 10 thetr po 4} la mers sbowiog off, mod is quite uosacomasry. but
a0t offenaira. A novel with a grimcipsl cbaractlar cellsd Rupert Billbooat
taa't ba @)} good, tut 1t's oot bad nhtbar.

BPORTS SP wdlied by EO Peraan and Berry Malupavrg (W
323 pp. £3.29)

s0n Rooks: Londea;

Reviswed by Brimc Statileford

I a» » suchor for eclence fIctlon sports atoviea. Why thia abould ba, | am
unmure  Parhops, aa Darry Meliberg augqeats sa hla aftarsord, 1t 1o hacauas

| rocagoies ubrowaciously tha Wavlc etructural » aTitias Batwean reading af
und watlchipEaport. ¢“Crystallilestlos, metapbor, oxtemsion, tha madiys of
oacbhalge”, ™A quotes, manniag thesa ara common facto or ovan Idantities,
belwsdd Lhe Tictional oxarcieas of the atory aad the gamo.) Porbaps, altarmat-
fvaly, Ik L3 bacauss ay <bildhood waa devotod to the perpolual madelling af
wamaw uRiOf Oicm a0l compies aeie «f cushar/avent tranalation devices, afier tho
taabiod of J Weary Saugh 1n the Wrilllant soval The Mniwdreal sSaseball
Associatton, Ime, by Gokart Caover.. s passion which, 1 suppose, waa 'r-du-] 1y
Wupplabted by tha habit of af reading. Farkapa tbe two activitlos,
lovolrisg pr ta umivers of wel[-datinod atructure amd co- ordlnlllml. wers
Sérviag the axme oeed. | 1M1\ reteln & profound faacimatiom for tbe mechasics
©f beiting - ndds and races sad waighiag of 1ncompate duta lm the mervice of
apeculstive Toracasiing. Prodanility theory - mathomaticel or intubties mod
aleost aya voth - 1a cemtral to all) t e umivarse of diecourse. Thors 18
an affinity Detvacn spori and af.

Asyhow, [ cum to Arema ready apd Ting to love 1. | found withis It oo
couss far oiailiueion. | did dave ht. DOuly thrao of the slarles wore wnfamilisr,

But 1 rersad the rest without gerting borad.




® vecron 20,73
Tbs loagest atory 1o the book iy Irein Sham‘e "Vhiepers 1n Badian”, and It (a
perbeps the archatype of thu apaculative wport etory - OF Lhe specolative spore
daydrees - with ¢ moral mt lusat am 0)d #u Parvaulit‘e reiry te) It 1e tba
atory of 1ba sportaman vhose aqusaltlon of & supeynatural talent allows hiw to
becoms & super-success, but wbich, 1o The end, proves 10 bs an exiacsntlal curee.
callspt veraiom of 1%,

#LL] Sranton’s "Dodger Pao™ 18 ADOME Aports fandom - 424 08Xt Eime someoné
t911s you thet of famdom hea umlque characteristica, 1eke off pawr blickara
apd tbish beyond the literary world. Tt makes ic» polot 2Isply snd gracafully.

Gary Wright's “Blrror of lce™ {wbich, contears ro the axory 1ECPO, ia vat
Wright s only comtributlon to af, or sven to be #f aports story - cI “Tbe Ultimate
Racer” 1m IF Nov 1984) forms, togatber with Barry Malzderg'e “Cloesd Siciliap™
and Yancs Aundukl‘s “Bayoud the Cama", » kind of triptych oo various mpects of
the paychology at compatitlan.

Thaye flws, together with Fredeic Brown'a clasgic “Arsoa“ - vepresentiag, of
coursa, the gums altuation slripped of Ita syabolic mod metapborical mubl(aetioos -
ars the book'e real Neari ead atrepgtd. OF the reet, James Quan's “Cpen
and Druce Jay Triedmans “the Night Boslog Died™ Iack subtlety. while
Budrys's “Hobody bothers Gus” snd Jaho antbooy Weet's "“Gludyy's Gregory™
ore surely margioal 16 the proapectu: The aaly origioal atory in the boak,

B112 Pronsial’s "The Husgsrien Cimch', deals with trichk bustling mede far too
engy by the racrultmant of mlien powars.

Those are shet thers im. Not thers are Almak'm antiqus “Bala 18" ar sny of
tha good af boximg wtor of the firies - Willisw Cawphel) Ganlc s “Titla Fight™,
Richurd Mathenon’s “Btael™ eod Robert Fre & "Tbe Champ™ are suraly baiter
thea “The Right Boripg Ended”...but euch Juitdblee as tbeee

Tt I perheps woTth woting tbe obvlous point tbat this L3 cinllctlr ap
antholagy of A jcun uf mport stori Amuricun wyport, koow, bas ¢
flavour vary diffareat trow English apori. It la mare maulc.l in phidosaphy,
1£0 aimd mod memns are Deiter defimed. fea | are @ore Like sclentilic omes.
TL I8 far pore commercia) 12 il 1ta relationships 9rd traneactions .

1
these commaots not simply am & 100tnote but Ln order to vy to ranch pomething
which mey Liv at the very basrt pf the mstholagy - » fadciostion, perbaps ostural

to af, with figuras mud furamentsd. [t swemd sigoificant thai is "Opas Warfare™,
for exasple, 3t 1a #COred thHAT ATE 1@POrCARE, ROt atrol . or that "Tladya's
Gragory " t» peraltted 1te surpri only beceude the render has been
tranced throwgdout by the msgic of atetistice, I» my loog-oureed gecret
ambitlon to write ths great ¢rickat st atary teslly possibie? Could “Walspera

iw Badlan” b been writcen aboul soccer? T'm mot sure. le 1t, I sonder,
poraly coincideatal ibat Roilerball, Dcath Aace £000 »od other receot bandmagoning
perforaances celebrate the total bresiup of hoth the sthicy and tha awsthatice

of sport and 3 returs to the gledistoriel éircus? Ars the storias in Arvnz
reslly about sport at all...or do they Papreacot the decliae sad fatl of
sportamasskip, jsolaciug - 1ike all gaod af - crepde =ithim the present ead
exposing them by strategic ggearstion? There is, [ auggeat, tovd for thought
hera. But reed avd digest thy book firat.

THE INFINITE CAGE by Eaith Laumer (Dobsop; London; 1078; 221 pp; £3 30)
Reviewsd dy Brien Siudleford

“'The type of perzon whom paychistriata dedignsie “achizoid’ im characterined by
dutechment pud swalicaal (ealatloo. .There Le a lack of o ry bumeo contact:
4 feeling that such & wan s uncoscerced with, Lf DOC superior to, the ordimery.
mupdane preoccupations ot ordiwary pvople: that ke i« “out of tooch® with, or

‘om a difterent wave length® (row, the poaple wich whom he mlogles but daes nol




[

mix...achizold Ivdividvals babitually pley roles which, intsllectusily, thay
belisve to ba approprists, but which Jo oot raflaci what thay are actually
foal -.A vecond characterietic of schicoid pecple ia paradoxical. Ir
consists of = pewse of sxtrems aod Liey vl 18 others,
combimed with it exact opposite. a menpe of guperiority mnd poisotiml, if so1
actos), ommipotesce.™

That desoriptian coses from Antbany Jtorr’a book The Dynamics of Creardon,
and forus part of the premsble ta a di of iba 1etica ot
achisald creativity. Ia liveraturs, Storr'a archetype of schisold crastios is
uathse The Trial - the model of the uchizold world-view which le all-but perfect.

Bcience tiction, by virtue of 1ts vocabutary of aysbols. 13 the Literery
wedlum per azcellemcs for such modellsmg. [t also, parkeps, tha parisct
sediun for meurotic readare, who may fipd im tbe peges of eany wi novela thelr
feutasina not merely dlapleyed, but alao justified and reeclivad

The maD woo has dose BaAr ta ibcmramte tba achizold worid-view In sclemce
rsction sa A.E vap Yogr, whoas navels Slan and The World of Mull-Aare schisoid
tantaciee of great delicacy and decall Ealth Laumer Iv one of the fovemost
among yan Ve 1lterary batre, and The InfiAi(s Coge 1a probabiy the momt
deflulte schlnold movel he has produced to date

¥e bogin ¥ith a character ko koows not who or sbat or why he la  Piched up
neked im tbe screat apd beatea up By the police hea 1e inetercivle atate. His
10eotity abifte consteatly ae be tunde ia Other men‘s miods and allows their
personalitias to Invest hi» body. Ultimacaly, Ne ia recrulted by « fake wedium
who 1otende to plolt bis svperbusac te t, but slowmly - the situation
develops = Ne begins to realise the extent of his powers and beg to diecover
40 ideniiiy of his owp  TNovever, ihough potentially ali-powerful be reweins
# to his ssivete. and im taken to th's very door
prevail apd allow bis to usderge e transceadentel
Belasorpbeals takipg Mm eway froe ihe poor human copditlom mitagether

Thia 1s & plot and & cdakclusson which sust, by aow, ba fasiliey La al) af
vemdara. Thia motif af tyanscendance bas been 1he key to 4o many past
navelac Childhood's 2nd, Hore than buman, Camp Comaentration, T M
nough for Love ate, atc. It has bacome 4 standard. and the only tb
stops 1t bacaming & cliche la that it atl)l seena to be acknovliedged &
approprista and partineat.

To camaent that e [nf(nitc Cage 1» srother 10 & long 1let of schizoid »t
osovels i» wmerely inforsative, and parhape abvious  What 1a yeally 1 *stiog
ia that 1t (» snother 10 e lonz 1let of achizold st novels which rveack thim
particular resclution, £or thia 1a not almply a Yogical extemsion of the first
obseTvallon. There is notbing atartling about tha obeervation that many =f
weiters ara schisoid, but shat we £ind 1n wovele Like 7he [nfinite Cage 1= nat
by sby means cama-hiatory of neurosie but & wyth to coustaract neurcels. Fhe
Infinfty Cage {end mll ite brethren) stamds in sterk costrast to Thr Triaf,
in which the achizaid 4itustion becol echi - uttarly and
bipelass (It Lu warth poting that even is the mwost despsting of af wriring Lo
this veim - tha »oPk Of Barry Uslzberg - there Lu to ba found Lha suparh aovel
talarian, which aeli 1y evokda the t lan myth.) How, theo,
are wa to avaluate The Infindle (2ge. Asmessad by tha mtandacds 4nd requlrements
of Jiterary art, Lt ta 0ot such gf w readdr-sxporlence. Tt 1s nal very logical
and not very wall-seitien. But it im nevertbuless mtieactive resding. pechaps
aven compelling reading. It Ly enjoyuble. .mod perbapa it Yéh 4 purposs.

[0 today's world 1t L» easler to be achizold then 11 ever wap before s
are ewch, #35tbip (ha woiverss of our ova imagination, Zodllke - and we are
1n tbe real vorld, exiersinahle and ulterly vulperable, Da watier who or sbai
96 may be. [0 a3 age when the power ellata, &n humen daode, far the desructlon

ch,
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of tha warld, ths parédosica) elewesl In the scbizoid world-viww le wot lasgar an
11lusion. Aud vhew 40cle) Felaticosbips are 1a the procéss of uadergoisg mlow
daperacoal Laacion and 4 . the of \be L dual 18 ao
delusloo elt . Im awch w world, to be schimoid im ta be normsl., asd In awch

a world we akpuld wot be muprised ta 1iod wytbe of macape, myibe of transcecdence,
They may help us to 1ive wilN our ealetsntisl #11ustion by providios temporary
eficape 1hio m WOr1d whera that a1tuetlon 1a redsemable

Do thoss gruumde, | & prepared to oaclars that The [afintits Cage le mo
At book .

TEX EYATERIOUS JELANTD by Julee Yorse: tranaisted asd sbhridged hy Losall Blatr
{Cargl; Lomdoo: 1978 134 pPy: BOp)

Ravisved by Briao Steblators
Julws Yorue onte wrole B book <alled The Hysterious Jeland. 14 wae publisked (o
1876. [t wm# Bld favouritea hook, and 3¢ b3 (& many =4ya (ke archelypu) Varue

Bove), most typica) of ibe man and moat reproasciative of kia parilcslar literary
«ndaavour.

Julan Verse's Tha Mystsrvuslabidess ¢ robinacbede, denliop with tba

lences of & group UT ceatuwaya. The robimednsde is aae of tb2 woml lotsrestiox
clessea 3I fantaay becmoes Lt veflecta 10 m ratbar moal asd cOnclae mascer &
curtalo spacioa of world-viwr memocistsd with 1bm capitsliat/protestant etbic

Alaxangar Amixizk, a custaway im rsa) lits, deoced with hie goats and wast
wad. Returosd pbysi tloa mtter mome yuars &v wi
rurs soclally aad psrcRologlcally. But dug & BOL® et (he BOttoe of kia
ang » Castamey for avermara. 8p auch for rasiity. 1= faotasy, Robinaon
Crusoe Buslt & Little Eoglund op bim dwesrt laland - = capitslist, Imporialiat
Fogland compléte with u ®aLive populatlos of vom ta be caloeleed, clvilismd acd
explited [0 ibe Bork of Dafos tha saland hacams an allagory Of bourgeotis Uiokla,
or perbape a kind of bourgeois hoavnn.

The Nysterious Isiand  {tea oma by Julas Yarma) was & product of tha bapday
of bourgeais Prance, writtes by tm wost popular armchair vayegar. Yorna ves the
mll-tima champlion widéle-clane deydreumer... Bis wark L& f41]od with shipm and
(elunds - private xorlda furaiahed with ai) 1he comforts of Idesliasd po atve
ritval Bigdla-claganass. Thows micracosms ave tramsported by the cbarectcra
chvilined ¢bavecters ull) all arcumd tbe woowo
¥ at & yary Isiaurely oucs) and 4140 vound the
moan, twenty thousand lasguss usder the mes and off on a camet. The acopa of
ths jourpaye cofires apd 4pitomiecs the Rurcow sll-iaciusiveosas of kourgeaie
eabition In ald) } L3 pal1l4r img’ Thu Wymtariows Feland
uarne’a lengeat, most melt-indulgeot, milliemt book. Thbe camemce of
0le purposc asd joy of Lt - =so lis lasguaromdosse, bta Lxurioms
dmalling ab the coBlortabla 1601stlon nf tha o ata, the
ona, their satsh]iahment of semat
abipa, thelr gloriowa jdlensse, theiv curefel furktskiog of ¢
1t e » sigoificunt book, & boal ®bich affera st IDS t 1010 1B# Charscisr
OF Lta suibor and the Limas which mado h

And wow for soRaihiag completaly difrarant

Corgl bava publiabad @ koak which clalea to We The Mystarious Jelaowd
by Jules Yerme. It lea’e.

ape, ia & tochmicel esshen, Corgl Bave ROt violuted (ba Trades Descrimiions
Act, 18 tbat Lt Clanrly sayas op the cnvar "pamiy abridged and \rasalates by

Lowall Niadr™. Marally. bowever, and by any weaniogful literary siasderds, the
publiscera are guilty at groes deception




Ju ¥ormeo's Wyatorious [siand wme mesrly a quarier of & milllca vords lomg.
Lowel) Alear abandoned mearly t#o bundred thovasnd af t has throwm out
avarytbisg which made Verpe's koak migmificast and Maresti A1l that bo bam
mavad la tha plot - which waa, 1m Varna's book, » @ and rathor prapastarouws

f 1 y to the resl comcerva of the vork.

9Cfer thia 1p sbelr "AF Callectors Library”. It ot aclenca fictioo
(oalther waa Yeroe a noeal Of the same titiy). Io woy caes, there ia wo

Teasow why eny kilod of callactar of aay kiod af #¢Ui0n might be Ipterseted o &
bidecus ceas ot Literary bu ry 1ike this. Evep Dr Bowdler =es ool md care
of the workq be practiced nis depredations upoD.

This s, oo \be part of tha publisbars, ap $msult to Jules Varos, a0 losult
o eclance [ictica end t to the resding public. Do DOK, 06 any wccauvat,
tauch st with the prov

THE CHALK GIANTS by Eelth Raberts (Bechley; Kem Tork; 1876; 217 pp; 31.23)
Raviswed dy Briap Staviarord

Though Keith Noberts firat sppoared im the pegos of Scienoe-fantasy while Ky
wditor he hed, 1t tirec been “dlacoversé” by John Ca
d 1u the game
Robarta® firmi st mave) Thr Furisa, vas competsot bui formularistic,
workiog grousd alrsady familisr ta Britisb af. His mecood book, bawever - the
aplsadic noval Pavané - wam om: ice of its period eod of the gesrs
About @)pht yuars bave pasaed while ve have walted tor Robarts 1O put 00 dlaplay
52a1n the CORMiderable povers ¥hich sho=ad (0 That work Ao bare, 30 7he Chatk
Grants, thuy are.

The Chalh Oiantsie stractorally aimiler to fevand - Lt le episodic, Lhe parte
1ioked 15 & CUrsOry manaer by 0Qe Reriicular charactar but In & BUCh more dreascie
and meaniagful senan by a developing theme ccocern mLth & higtoricel
1nlegrity =hich tranacesds iadividual charactars. 4ad, wiib an g¢lamant af
paraliallam shich aignifies a rea) thamatic )iok botwees the Lwo Davela, THe
Thatk Gignen concludse =t be aame goagraphical locatlon Versena ,

Carts Gutm.

The world at /Mudné was an altoruats prescol - a warld of if bullt msiiculowely
»od besctifully ¥ith tha ald of It Yobarian Lhesta coocerming tDe Intimsts
ralaticReRin bacvean rhe rlea af Pratwetuniiss and the Tiae of Caplislles
In Povane 's world ths imduatrial ravolution 1a atiZled sa Catholiciam has buld
am to 1ta cultursl asd political dovalopmsst Lo modern Europe The Chalk Giante
noticoally, L6 ek 1n & podt-bolocaust futura, bub ldeatively the future fuses
hars with cha page, and we !IDd am exsdioation 0f hIELOFICe) pracese and human
intaraciion la t ed citcumelance of berbariam. The mnval 13 coocormed
very auch with the plitica ot aupersiitlos asd tha value aod quality of humao
life ta clrcumstancds yery differant from what we (deoilfy today s “tbe hseen
coodition.

Very riters can frase themsal to any aignificast mxtent from Ibe
aubconclonsly-20t reRchad attitudas and valuss attacked ta coslwmpovary world-
v Indued B 15 tha »f fiold o tooaciously irisd.
Amaricau at b Ant taken [(hie as (ta Grisf st wll, bul bas 4asaloped the

bulary of 1deae = kind af estaphoical commentery
on ¢oatemporary witmabos i 41y 1o Britiab ef - priscipally (o Lde
work ot Ballard and thos ioflusbced - thal the attempt at & geaulna
dieaccleclon from the presan dey‘e coacsption of the premcot day Le somatimes
uade 8% attempts have hean mass elagubara 10 modorm Bogliab Litoratare, too -
apd Lt La parbaps Meory Tramce e The (olden Strongars which la, Lo caoteot
angd eapltlon, mont menily comparabla to The {halk Gimita. Buot Robarts hae
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drawn mame heoefit from Nl kEowledgd of eod aeeociallow with ecisocs fictigms)
tNlokiag, and Wig 2aok hue & depih that Tresce's Bep BOC

Thls &» NOt @ comfortablim book. Nt 1a oot aa anjoyabla ooa 1m ¢ha Wivisl
msnsa af tho ward. 0t aels sot, D facy, to be m disturbiug book, amd moma of
118 Batbods ere e)ightly grusacms. [t will witemete Lts rendas
wul) 20t ma many who eccept 1bis alicostios aa am essent
Alwd Axd » procesd Dotk airategic ang conatructive. Thie Ia not & Nook ta be takoo
ligntly, for ralamatiom.

1¢ Le moiikoly that the talent whick €eith Robarte baw 11 wver make him
popular. [L 18 0ok im tha mature Of %im cryations that thay cam have wide
sppenl. In the sclemce fictlion commmity, whers a writer 1a ma wuch cinesc to
Mo auvdisuce, wod that sudienca 8o wuch more reactlve, it Le ¥ for mo wmapprec-
latad writar to deapair usder aitach. TMus proceas bas dr sovaral mriters
wway from tbom gesre 18ko & Curious kind of Limbo. This way bu tbe fete of Haith
Noweeca - €0 f0l1o® Ballard imto imtraspertlon Dr Halaberg 1o ratlramast
} hape mot, for Moith Noberls 14 omé Gt Chu few mon, Who can gomuiuely wse
ecience fictlohal idwas ta accomplias rasl ertlietlc ends.

EYE AMOMG TME ALIND by Bobert Boldatock -(Paber
£3.96)

4 Paber: Lamdoo, 1978 319 pp

Reviawed by Erisa Gtableford

Thls 18 u firet povel, sad, | fasr, muat be ansansed wa much - 1n tarmg Of tbe
patentisl 11 abows ratber tbas i1s actual . It e mors
asbitious thao aeoy £iret £11rtallons »115 noveliatic lemyth wod cueplaalty, but
ot 20 amb1fioue am to hreak wotirely nme gro = fact, it deals »11h material
which has hecoms slmost atepls 1N the dlet 4t the »f readsr of lats, bul tries

ta ven & 111c]e @Ors inaight thas 1a common .

Wa £124 haveis an alleo yace iw thm process of culturel pollotioo hy "adumared”
humazs but who are, io fact, batiar (ategraiad =ith tbalr savirenmenc (buo we
a%e. %o also find the mamory of as anclent raca of advanced capabillitlas mhich
may not atter mi) bo ¥. lu the ibere hovera Lha shadow of
an inlerstallar plegun thresteaing bumanity The mmediata marrative - which

i Iy switches fur 160 ofted ta ratmin LLs cOMMYOCY - wxamidw
Ihe ALLGMALS Of YATEQUS hummna 10 come t0 terma with tha aléan world, mith th

that what le thore may belw ta elucidate the parile

looking owibaudly 1D the win

Toers afa, bowever. tha seada of » good book - aimllar seads deployed
®lsavbers bava grown wall. But Boléetock caacat protact 1hea from « certalo
wmonol af outrl atayvating, In that ba cannot find tha worde to maun clear
tha products of 1 ostion, and aleo = Littls =ild polaowing by courtoey
of an ceaw of wwlodrametit waltachmarce

Lreryoco Lo the booN skea@i the uliradignifisd bilsd aupsrsan le
tate of Inciptant angu Thair relatiossh are , tha
#ituations tromhliog os ths bris® of istoleradilitiy. Thair dislogus ie fraught
1 reallsa that the charact: und say
acrase, WUt | wiab tha author wern ot appurently Lo » siellar state. The
the book bor ibta w patiarn wbich baglos vaguely wbd ¢Oda im tatiors

Mowt of tbema fanlié wré the faulte of 1O0Aiparience. THA wuthor totwa,
tact, cotebly lackiag (0 autharity. Dur Enldaknck 3a puitlog edfart Into bia
0 asql st will 231 be vastsd. Re dosarves oocouragemsst for hle willingnea
Bol to aottle for somalhing simpler. Thare ste rirtwss his ¥ind of thioking
wad wrlilng, e11bough thay arm fugl 1 & jungle af sords and 10cas that
bave nak aarted tbamsol out iw bim miad.




The blurh demcribes F.;.rn Among tha Blind am “m desply imaxined wod sccowpliehed
ccomplisbed, but 1t in deeplr-imagined.
Ilow (magisatjon. Given tise 10

Leura a LE1124 more wbout CIAFitY Of exprossios and the acalytical trasimaamt

of ths deep contents of the imagiomtion Boldatock may prave to be m floe writer,
»iib & geouloe cootribution 10 make to tbe goare

TME ANARCAT PRDLARS by John October (Robort Fale; Londom; 1979; 169 pp; €3.10)
Revieved by Brian Btabletord

This 1@ = book about the r margancs ia the ysar 200) of tho ald orivalal cwit
Lo, =ho have Roas kidiog (o ao voderground city wod who RO pliun
va world 4omiNati100 by wurderimg vorld leaders lo mlpvabelicel ordar
It 1= not mads clear P they pect th plan to lead to »orld dominatiow,

and, Iodeed, tha ai 0 who maen tha I1ght and batrays bis pais comcludos (hat
it 1w « wtupid 1des | bmartily concur.

The lasl man to etieapy iha pIot wam Aew Anhmar, who noarly aade it wark.
tis meda It wurh for bim by pittiog viidlleom of perscoality (Pu Wamchu, THe
Goldes Rcoplom, k<) mgeimat Bngllah geotlemsn 1m plote which mved vigoraualy
from anms to, ioualy denterdly thrast to sacthor, nwvar leaving » pawaa far
abaurdity of it ail to becoms apparsct While theose ars no groat shakes me
ry virtues go. they are virtues nocerthols andit Bax Rohmer bad decided
to do tbout thum br wvuléprobebly beve stayed Arthur Serd o)l blw Tile amd
dled unknoas. | don’'t kagw ebai Joma Ocotber'e r LT}
# bim pesuonaya faacup whilm Bm amlniaios bis pr.

The bulk ¢ tha novel i» pure Mei.m-ﬂ. r ted Lo ¢ clipped, potted-Cacta-

4sudeln” Lo darived, 1 would mat be suprieas to lasrn thal, despice
quotes from lu-y the elder and Marco Pola, tho Raader's Digest wan share be did

Ma Mo ave 0o 10 ths slege ma actors wotli
page 108 tv-ndln QuOtad I Lbe buok, whather lusatle oriustal tultiste ar
1y feaciogied by Atimasa, apraka In colloquial
Eagiian ick give somo of tha atlrring fanaticm) spuoches dalivarod by tha
haad of ko cult » guile remnrkable gquality of tuthos Tho lead characier le
ridicoldve 4nd | vas quite gled whea bs Gxlied an pags 143 10 bedo back to Remder s
The plat enda acenrding to that famnug 0ld dicrusm of rirved placta

“hiow al) up”

AS an artaspt at noval-writing this 1s PIkiTul, Tha writar probably ¥sows
o battar, bul Aobort Helu's editor anama 10 bo autfering Trom alushpile faver

LOGAN'S RUR by Willlse #. Nolea and Goorge Clayton Johomon (Cor
144 pp; s0p)

London; L4

Reutewsd by Arian Atablafors

Logan's Xum firal appeared 1a 1047 to the sousd of ¢abfares - wovie rigbts bed
kueo sald Lo sdvasce for a {pre-i1afiacion) eus. Mow, tha movia Jiseit

I sbout o put Im a holatod appearanca. According 1o Nolan 1t baa, during tha
loog loterim, driticd ao fer amay from 1ha Mook T0 randar aay receshlance
Vigible, but [he ce-rel ot tha naval sas sribeless inoviteble It's

» vary rondshis bOON - & ca r. slightly gaudy, escepnds Lo # futmre whare
tuthanamis 18 complusory at twamty-ome. It 14, 49 befits a nnyel abaut & yoothbryl
ntially a playful book. Curously, Lt onw asamp & 11ttla datas,

pa beamune Lt yaflects (oo accurataly tha tempar of ibe sicties, porh-p-
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becausa T'e aipe years older than 1 wam wheo | Zlrat read 1t, and even less
Pplayfu) now thex I wma than. Adoybaw, it's warth rueding es eoterteiameat -

'y

HDEPITAL STATION by Jameo Woite (Corgl; Loadoa; 10T4; 181 pp; ip)
OTAN JUNGEON by James Thite (Corgl: Londoo; 1978; 156 pp; €0}

Hoviowad 2y Brigs Stableford

Jaass White's Bactar Geperal storiea began i Mew korids i1a the lute f1fties apd
aapuosd saversl yeare of tbat » early wheo it wam under

thy guidance of John Carfall. The magesice bad a d1atinct Elavour in thome days,
altbough Aot 4 distiact as it wapy later tg gequira. Cermsll‘s product was
O1rectly Tolared to Jobd Campball's idea of what &f dught to be, but 1t

stamed Bove self-slferiDg that tbe sotual product which Camphall publiened Im
Astondingranalog., 1t BOr a0 brash, not »o aggressive. [t dealt with prowleas
of the sSuse arrificial type, aad providad ibs wame mpacies of ertificial
anmers, Wut Bore guetly. Thess stories by White — Sospital Station 1s a sers
of not Teally by the addiilon of comasative ttasus Lo allow
thom 10 pretead that they are » novel; Star Rayecn iv o moval that grows

from a yrelimi y oavelstis — are typical of tea Carmell product, sad are
amoay tha fay uxamplad of it llkaly to survive.

It ¢ agay to canfuse Aodanty of atyle aod tresimsnt th & lack af ambitico,
Thean atoriea do NOt Gasale their readess. It they are by 20 BeARe UDadvemturaus -
«or had Jamde Wuite ever besp an unadvesturows writer. Tbey ere a fusiau at
spece opera with wedical drams, and thst 1m 5o «esy fueion ¢o wake. Space
oponr charartayiatically relias for kta sppesl oa aplacdid violsacs om m coemic
scele, wbile bospltal stories ususlly emplor the “commitment mystigue" of
the medical (TR 0 en of emotion
aad wated passion. WOen dospital drama 14 traasplantad inta the acisoce fictioe
ubiverae, asd the patiente (ylus most of tbhe doatove) alleas, bOib tha
romantic angle and the orchmatration of gulactic terrories becoms iloapproprisie.

A gobatitute bas ta be found, a0d it Ccomed from ths tiundard st matbodolgy

of lnvanting Inagisarp problame with difficalt lmag anit-

ia coafliot
10 Tepleced by tha smaamlially private bastlea takiog pluce to the istellect end
the {magimation.

Thare 14 & roriais clumsiness ik the way Ihosa A10rles ave put togethar.
Bukan raluticoships asd humes/s11an reMEicDAMSRS 47é wqually aiPange. And tha former
becoms unoovinclug by comparisom with the Iattear. The @sin protagoniat, Coawa
pease ror the rmoﬂ
that often saema clome ro lummcy. that pll 1
problems bave seat that sir any sumber bt loose
eads is annoylag. Some ot these dlfficultt troe the aature of ¢
exercise, eome (Toe the fact that Jesaq Thite was DOt NO 2ccOWPlished ao autbor
in 1960 as de 1a todey. But nome ot the fawlts stew from mare careless a. or
from n willingweas oo tha part of tha AuiboF to fodgs tbinga 1mto » mere
pamable ¢ooditivo. White 18 perdaps ot blesssd with Buch baiursl grace ln
the wap e Prites, but be has alwaye worked barvd st producing good work, wad
ba bas warkad bard oo tbe reader's babalf, trying to writs etories wbich are
iutereating end emtertniming ta resd. It 1a for thigq reasoo that thepe booke
wil) merit furtbar yaprIOLINg A4 Res LOMTALIADA Of Yaudars «hérge to be
iatraduced to them.




BOOE ARYVEIEWS »

SENEDICT'A PLAREY by Jases Corley (Tha FInfileld Prees: Lesde; 1976; 169 py; £4.93)

Havlewsd by Brias ftadlaford

Yeaterday 1 watched Flash Goedon oo TY. [ suw him tartwred i3 the statio foam,
Teatened with the Tumne! of Tarrug asd waiched him stakiag the atom furoacas,
which flared every tima 3¢ throw 10 & sbavalful of radium nuggeta. T eajoyed it.
i1t wam fus. But 1t waa & period piace - an aatique. II they made 1t tomorrow
and calle# 1t Spcoe 1997 (far Lloatasca) 1t wowld wake ma wioce,

Bandict ‘s Plmet iam‘t Plesh Gordoo, but i1 atill makee Be wiace a little,
tor lar reasops. It bas a plot ch WAs auraly, by mow, becoms very
daggard lodesd. Thia old pradpacter has fousd ap old abaadoned sliem mios
with o payload wortb wore thak you or be can Imag Lne. Aa ovk) corperatioce
1o Jusp bis olaim but he is bafrlended by 4 walrd private javestigator who
» ae pianc plaper ID & Barcian night-cluk A sanesceat aliyn race oote
enalavad by the terrifyisg ex-mica ovare gets 1mto thy act, and 4o daes &
laviah dollop of raletlvietlc doudle-telk.

I1t‘s bard to believs that Corley cap retail tbis is 1076 with » etvaight
fecs, but he tries, and one cao elmoac adalre bis per doesn't hendle
hia cliches al) that bedly but be certalply dode them s)l. Thay'ra ¢ll on parade
and atanding to attentiop, jwst »s tbey wars im ey Palmer's Amaaing Stories.
Ro biat of irowy or orid slity, | taar.. .umlasa you coust the Bighly aabiilove
notlon arched io 1ba last chapter t0 wrap up t#u Jaoss endd. To siart we
tise, opace and really to accownt for & fow trivla ka uslog a eledgehammer to
cTack & mopXey put, and 1 sa dieposed to wondar whether Corler could bave
written ten 1imes the book he bes 1f oBly he hed thought of it at thy wegibaiog.
Doly = gowerd uees hie bent Lldess excy retber tham premisas - hut this (a
perbaps & tragedy of mis-, borm of Xpar i . This is anly
Corbey’s firat published nove), and might porhaps bast be rogarded as a trial
TUD, & Practlos eiercise. Thare ia Gafialtely hope for him, and aeEt tima out,
31 be mapages bla material W ke couid produce a good book. [ only
pray, tbough, that hie is pot writing « sequel to Amdiot’ Plaotet.

BALCYON DATPT by Brian Stahleford (Pab; Londos; 154 pp; 50p; 107d)

RMAPEOOY TH ELACK by Nrian Atablatard (Pun; Lobdoa; LOM; 137 gpp; 50P)

PAOMIGRD LAND by Brian Stableford (J.M. Dent & 3 loodoo; 1074; €2 05; 180 pp)
Revieved by Tam und Hssan Joasa

These bool tbe first tbree in tha Atar Pilot Granger series, of which there
¢re pix im totsl.

Zirat let Bt eay that these booka wraa't #f. Buve, they've got spacacraft aad
slanatn and sllans, but for all tha scianca ficrionsl bes mede of them they
might just ae well be ehipa, lalands und asti That =t have here are sdveaturs
atol and ae Briap liNes af ke has put thaw in an af format. Naving seid that
...t 10 pot 100% trus. Thers is oDa alwaent which la daveloped Lm o trus
of mancer, but wbetber thim 1s costiaped throughaut the series 1 dop't kmow.
1 may te forced to bwy the 1aat Wooka in ths aerles to flod owt.

Naw for the plot summary.

zloyon Drift: Atar Pilot Graager 1a marcaned oo & yleast st the wige of the
Balcyon Brift, a dark Dabula whsre dust asd spsce-time distortioha mean that
Ap ubip cem sorviva for way leaglh of tima. domatbing 11ke & croes betwesn 4
Bbslatrom and the Bargessa Bas. Thilet on the planet Grangsr picka up & alnd
ayablate —ar #0 Lt claime).

Rveatuslly Graager ia ramcued, charged am exhorbiteat fee for tbe rescus
(80 apirit ot good will batwadn epece compeal Nere) and dumped om tbe backwstar
ylaust of Rarth. Granger la offered the joh of piloting & mev spececraft, the
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Boodad fwam, = wix of buab and aldiwo techrologie: Bvemiuvelly, sfter muchk
Bellisg widprotesiiag. Bu takmg t¢ba Jok an the delary will pay bis debt (o «
few yoars, whera mormally §t would have teken a Faw smat

Lo (amd Bebald) aomevbers im the Rsicyom Drift 1w a lagumdary last abip
tballo £) Dorada) asd Crasger's first job ie (o peceirels the impeontrabis
Prifi and 180 1%, With a cardboard crew end & 20uple OI IOt twlate aar hera
satn out.

A¢ am adventurs wlory 11'e mot bad, but avery of elwmeat iw quickly swppresedd
To pllot the ship requires & Aadb-wmchios weldiog betvews Cranier asd tha Boodad
ovan. ch could be tug Wut 18 ok ta any Ospih. 1Im
€az1, 11a male Les Is LD gemerste scaw axcitameni, an sitempt 1o Maightea tbe
druma.

Patentlally ths most Jaterestlox part of bs bock could be Tramger'a rasction
to hip mind wtogr = bas da comes to torms with (be aitwatigo. T 1e0't
dome, tbe mymklote im igoored for the most part of tba book aad amly sppagrs

»n & dous wn wachiDs A0 (HE 4RO,

Thp weitisg e very vorkmaolike sod I fouod the book ey Lo yosd, unlike
s of tvie Tha omly dintraction 1a the ecleptitic amd
pesudo-aclastific Jargom oftap waed jo llem of explanations, but peca ome

ronllaen It l@ Ixrelevast and Cup be skipped it Caseen to dislirmct.

Rhopoody tn Black: Here we buve Grangder yimoel Sousd no Abspmody. Thia
plamer i usinkghitebla oo 1he aurfacs o Lip oncupasts léva umde
cavaa and tunon Theme occupants all sebecribm ta « particular roligios
39 Loto wisery and Bardehip ta o hig mep.

Posaibiag of Galaxy-ahattering saportance im @iscovaved oo 1be plamet aod
Gra la asat to tiod §L. Thers are varioms advasturee msd chaese io caves
40d with rabelu, hetnra Grasger finda whag he'e after. Far a aimple apece
p1lot, Granger ravesls bis mesaive tiolagical kmowledgs amd doduccs the aignificance
ot tee dimcovary.

Auddealy you're a1 the wnd ol the book and 1bs (ntereailng dealiage hetwseo
all the parcies, 10 reach & awitable ouicome, 1a aummarissd 1a @ couple of pages’

Thile timg the ook ewplopa & flaabbeck techuigue to tall the wtary. Yhia 1a
» atandard tucholque 10 huigbteo temmios bul 4¢ dido't cows aff amd | fowed (t
positively dimtractiag. Ouce eguin moch ocleatific jargon, bBul thig Lraa aperly
blolag ‘tal (Malm bas a B Be. 4n biology). Thua worda such alycalaa™ and
=sticlatad” appoar fraquuatly, »o it im mecwm to have a dictiamery
haody {usforiunsiely |'m fascionted by dictionacisn and find wyeali rosding Lbaw
Instead af thw moval).

Thise book e Mpoats 1he way Iha eori
much played up o tha firat book, 1e virtu
of trapsporimtioc. Tbe crew ers locked 1a o
Mtile part 16 Lhe slory, ar
Bia big-Beadedsoss doem get oo ©DE"

in gotng. The Hooded Bwan,
1y jguorad, becosiog jusl = msmpDe
140a for moat af the bok, and pley
1iLy Is axpanded and explored thomg

The mnat g peart 1a the vale of tbe wicd parioer Alowg
with Grangar s womder axscily whal pawers tha sysblote really has. Aftar sy
wilh the wn aee Gramger ronllam wa camsot conti te iguore
11, Ea acespts de must coms te edwe CoMpromd BSath we and Graoger vealiss
1t (e just bis pig-besdeddtne wbich sakes bia delay

Proniesd Lartd: Dorm agalo we bava & Rlasat-bousd Gruogar, this Liee sent 1¢
TInd & aupprsacdly Midsapped givl. Graoger vaotares (nto tha ralo forests of thr
planat. Chao Fhrys, sccospupisd by » cosple Of Rulss iubehileais of tbe plasec,
daacoadunts af the poople from & gana 00 ahip and three ngtizes (sho turm
QMK mat ta ba a0 mativa).




Aftar paveral inciseata, such es glumt “ppisars”, Graager finds the gir) snd
discavers tha tath about the matives. Grangar 000e agalo displays bis knowledge
ot biolagy sod #cology and we mre teeaiwd ta 4 leciure ap tba biolagy of the
Tatn-forest asd itn sco-aysiaa. For a epace pilot, Granger certainly apsads as
Jitele tLims poxsible Ib space

Thras boaka wad # e aonevbet 1luized character of Uranger is bacoalng »
®ore TR fect, tha book L» & bore, it'e not eveo & good mdvedture atory. DUme
goie ths faelipg it's bere to ped the e» out. Thetovar tbe reasos lor the
book, it doapn't 211) me with eptbusiasm and make we want to TUb out ead read
the reat af tbe series, and [ thiok thie will be the general (eeling
af the resderabip.

Owverviww: 1'm purs thers'sm & story bere, eas 1°11 .mmlr read 1be ast book
i= the atrles ta find put how the misd A1p works out.
Thilat books obd and twg ere burely of they are r..ﬂlhl- advattare gtories;
unforfusstely book threa ia bori: aad it pata one Off the rest of cha saries.
The prepoaderance of bloiogy abamld Dot o without mota. (f 3°d eanted ta
Tears same biclogy 1°4 read & taat-book. It alao dous Doibl for the bellevadility
of Gr-nln that be. » aimple spece bum, sbowld beve mufficient btologlcal apd

know) to get a dep 1o tha

Thim fmo't Rrien at kis beat, But et leasc the writing’s workmanlike,
emd the tirat two boaka will help you get through ¢ truln joormey er m wet
aftarncap.

DOLMLE TIME %y Michaal Tider (Robori Wala; 1BT4; London; 164 pp; £3.10; [ZBM
0-T091-5430-8)

Peviswed by Jumna Corley
0id you reslise that

tlng ia futal? AlL 1ba chalestarol im eggs. wilk apd
<cheese, thai 1o 11er proce d wbite brand, fruil turated with DOT,
Lhe abellfieh that carry typbold, the tootb-rotilag beart-stieching reflned
white eugsr. wnd peancty, bucon and kippara qre omly e few of ¢ oy thiage
which give you cencer. 1 try mot to thiok about kippers - the worry sekee
ma amoke too Such.

I1 wae 1ike & reprieve 1roe tbe novse whep 1be 4p off vouchar for Tadbury's
Boye Counky came through the letc box. Hare at lest =as sometbiog ithe
losg-gwaitad RULTi1lana) palacea Soys Beas. Buil ibare was asothar delivery
1hat day, Hichaal Ehder's 0aw boal le Tém:. It 300Wed good — magbe L1 1
g0t iBto it it aight seke ee forget about luncd.

1t's about this map Grant Lomsx, » mikor butasocrat iwm the 21gt cyntory, a=d
evan thawgh 4I1MOSC the eatire comtry has basn built owar with apartmact blocks
tBe populatlon 4Ip1OPI0D BRADS thut thera'a atill & preseing aeed for moye
bulldiog Lland That's why, wben acaeone apois & pateb af greet ob the amp, Lomax
#5 sent off to slep » compuleory purchase order oo 11,

= fiods Fermey Secahew 400 hls dsigdier bucolically sueilliag to exchamge
thelr homoatead for » bigh riee flat, and ratber thaa 3¢ flusked owi by tear
gas Henabes put u sbolgudk to bia hend. ¥is Injured deughter 1 takep off ta
hospite] whare, aftier eelisting Lomsa's sympacdy, ads dies by the clesnic mutbad
of ageing the odf husdred yeaTa avesdight.

Someihing odd im goiag on El0er hae dona the Jumortelity etory ia
Tia: Epgplasting Mam; this time Be abowa um tha reverse af ihe coin. Kia kero
Lomnx, fallewing clues laft by bia eccentrlc grast grandad and halpad by
syatarions higher-upe 1o the DuTesLsrecy, doed shet a0 @ady argotly ordidory
heroem da ia thim sort of aituatigo, he riaks & eafe Job and comfortable boas
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1ite by eticklug his nona whaya 1% phoulda’c Da. burgler
ylotficinl rocarva

{an Watargels, at
and gewers)ly galog me

t rem=gooably poctod 1o. Waybs 1ha feci that
wxcuses tbia Imchk of malurily, tbowgb B¢ loaka tmice thet
covers 1bst for the past couple of cemturioa, wanoticed by tbe gyblic
and muppreased by (be governmant, tha pace of Lifr baw beenm sléadlly acc
uotil (t's now doublo whal 3t uemd ta be mith pacpla aarrylag st t
In 1ale 4i1d02e ugs 4k Chiviy aod drieg of acollity at rorty.

Woat cqupsd 1¢7 Ro ¢c1luss - bul |‘ve Lbrows out the #p off soucher for
Soys Counka.

Jouble Yimg imm’t whal you'd call « doop imvestigakias of ibe mocia
proolamp of overcrowdl though Lhe spla-oif Ldea that computura wil) Baye to
be programeed to wake wiainkoa ta make surk for all tha puople ilba computers have
made redundast #Cri - belug brillinstly credi The book coulsn't rigktiy
be deacribed usputdaws, 1 - thAL 1{ gemAralas €OBCIRUNUE DIgh-
pLteNed eacitemont: 1t doss thougb, wowehor, alide doso Ir oystur
{dnmm, 1 wiah ) kadn't tbought af that). o fact, 1t°s the Oml§ WOON 1‘ve wver
kn¢wil (w0 paople L0 remd in ugle day. aod ocow of Lhew Dot cvem & rogular of
remder. OF tourse, it Le abort, 0o more thas 30k uslean iba computer‘s Soobed
. Dut belag rAsd twice (N Lthe gema duy cun't ¢ u bad rocommoodeliva.

EADITM FLANDEY by Poul laduraos {Coromet; londom; 1076; 63p, 717 pp. ISBN
paporkack - mo DN hardcaver mdltion)

luwdd by lawrs Corley

Tominic Plandry. lba Moro Of m naw paparback sariss by Poul Andarano. eppeers et
I1rat gleoca to bo
Farry Sbodan, tha 3mirepid Book mad cauntl
wams publirly. But Loowgh Lbs stary Im,

of a new ic a=, ¥
oord chaploo of quod sgsimsl wvil. Far frow It, tba
® antirely nav braad, an tanowatliue aub-gencs Chab =igh! 14 Use coso
ID ba desccibad oy 1he phrase “tha bara cretlo™. FPor Plandry,
leca L UBAw By Carieln subcla inRnendosa, Ia AARORdirably ON the wWrong wide.
Amd right to the sad, thaugb by thie time ibe point akould be obvlows to bim,
OUr roterded dure-devi) faselas bperlacily oblivioua ta be fact.

To give Dlw bin G, INRIRLC Plandry,

11 ba Mindar wot to
r cleima, » ~F

19 yuar old alér of the Iwperinl
B cadel. Thés lack of 1otellectual)

sane aftern wore foul
s 0ld Louta tha Sus Hing to
« damp Roseo Cendle Bmpics wo4 Plaadry becows wwbralled (s » wivor on
& Bachward placat rallad Starkad, aupportiog 1ba alds which $n ot aupportad by
the alber avpar-paver of tbe uwivérss, (M vigurows &=d sxpevding
Enplere - Which amporca the
Tigury (vhow our sido muppuris for Tark of snyuna elae 0 support)

Ooly cutning Lord Navkeharg reallass that tha Maraslany, haviag 1earat =
tew tricka feom cootect with dsya, nro aciually usiog ibe
contlice ae w 11-acala Intar-Eapire war. Parhaps barause
to anma tetntad ia tara ha dotarsioss tbat
oegotistad puace le wpundily required.

Hemawhile onxy ¢lemn-cut 140) Plandry, chaugh guith to Auah *hen pratsad or
prapoaiiionsd, 1a so muccemsful (o hie hoowst elaughter of Seatralls and mo
ulfvccoritul Lo raslecing the Mudolr atiacka of Apuhabarg’'s aubile ~m




oguiena Mm am an 3dee) cendidate for fotelligemco
Ea 1a weol to mcrompDARy the warthy diplomal (¢ the
capltal ot Mevacia whore, by atwmdlBg lReci(tity, be la Iostrumental 1n lousing

0p itba motire peace Wegolletions.

Thin being that sort of book #n may safely reveal, sioce pon’re
guosesd the outcome, that throws oul iw t cold by Nie Awm mide, huoted &4 D
oul by 1w lotersiellar ewpired, and
udtrackabla coda wbich Somtalap Lha cruch.
earee humamity. Woat atili rea
og of the ullveras 1ba0 (M4 Bumsnp, [ safoisin
lod ta tNINk the situatiom through am RQglIally am Nr
Gpack would raquire or 9ise ba im meraly balag ealfish and (ncosaisworste by
banging odto the mtire al arm 1be way bo does

aur be b in thie firat book Dowislc 1a stidl
« raw igo. Na the eeat of t riae The Rebel Norld | am 1ad to uoderaiand
that be Le promoted to Starskiyg Commander and gossa wp far ae ta acorn the fepire
be G0rve®, wy4o Thouwgd ko dows mevs il eguio. there 00 bopu for (Be san?

Thazkfylly whetever Plandry lacks {» compabsatloed tor by (ko talwate of Foul
anderson. Wim writiog 1a wal) sbave tbe mva tar thie sort of apace opera and
b 8 & Oterliok Job of kespion o Illerery etreigbt (ace vl
onto wia puerila adventurer IL'm alaa good ko wea far a cha
which tbe bero gots older am timo goom br. | ratber suepsct 1bat Br Aodersoo
Wnowe ahet ha s G0Ing ELCA Khig maiva cBaraclar, ha 38, | bope layisg 1be
ground tor the future developmmot of tbe aege. though tbu ambiguity whick
resuits im the imolutled first cpimcde migbt be dletoskliog to omumed to Lbe
#18p)e Bisch and white Lonag Al Jobn er, Adam Relth and Lachy BEarr

Do Lever lwval 11‘e approsched, Maign Flandry La eotartelniax. 1 doubh
homever AF The Rebal Worlda wi Flandry aaves ibe ualverss » w111 Laapt ma.
Weat | look forward to, wbam it cowen. im ths lust volume of the merlos.

That Reppens | wondar? Moes decrepit Grana Admirel of i1ha Pleut Flandry Haslly
ans thraugh the whale abasboonle, turn traitor aad joim the desdly groca alless
in avarthrosisg Esrib? Or doem du #1sply rallra ta go bowa to rafwe

duche |lbe eoms futuriatic Cemdida, obTivinua to Lha and of shat LL"s &)l ahoul?

VEEEE 1ATE TRE SWRET BIADS SanG by Eate Wilkolm (Narpar and How; Nem Tark; LO74;
"o Riviewed by Cy Chsuvio

Part Owo Of thia novad appaarad in Orbet 74, T 1a about tho foundiog of &

~lona gaciaty dimaster mirikom Lhe world - macial sarvices br down_
spldanic divcewss ridd TARpARL, mast poople mmd miluwd)s becowe mtarile A lurgr
#paltby family (iha Ausmera) hulld sn azparimenia’ hoapltal in 3 valloy, and
negina alan both eoiwela and gooplo. Thbe clomesm think diftorssily from the
Eld {am thoy 4rarvc 10 cal) Idhumewives), and 4 =ids gulf Aavalaps hatmen Ihs ey

Wilbrlw uies & postulais a
the clooas exception much a cloas
capgathic 1ink bolwak the masbwve of & clooe group t bt aesuw they ars alwost
tolpathiz. Tbere 1a noae of tha awesotis) “looulinees™ (hat hus, a0 otLen
Axparieoce; tha clames bave one amother, Chay are promiecucun, and haue group ass.

The thres eartions of 1ta mowal chramicle the copfiict batwaan individual
Miato bejogs and tha cloows. Ip iba firacr qeckios (mban the cloms aociaty la
imar baing sutehlished), ths conflict i belwoen the surrivors and the mer
<lonaa. 1a the arcoad, bDotusen a clone (MOlly) wbo L6 ant AWl na ona of tha
Tiret erpaoitisons 1uto Lbr pasi-dissater wildersasa, and raturss mith atrangs
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vimjone filling ber besd 8be baa swed to be alooe, to pmiot wod drav end give
ber visiona artislic form Boe 1a wxiled for her oddity to 3o 914 farmbousws,

and Lesrs & Beby Doy thmra in gecrat. Merk. ax be In cmlled, lokeritm his
mother's mrtistic bent, and sloce be Ju uot clomed develops unique chaZectorimtics
tast met Dim ppart from {and 1o confijict with) tbe clode Cowmwuwolily. WHia mother
In put 1u tbe bruwder’s cowpousd, sloog with Lbe otbar fartilefewales, but

m2e amcapas intop tha wilderns

The oovel does mmes ratbor didactic: tba clo Devar presentad io w
ayapet2elic 11ghr, and yet cerlain of tba qualitles ¥libdlw described ws batng
cBarscterisiic of the socisty (closs, intimate contact, atroog empatdy for cue
momotbar), srm good gualitl onmm that could ba to tba bamaflt of mast lodivid-
uAlp 10 ¥autar pociaty. Tha very etark, blach aod white <oafilct Wilbuls patats
s¢wmp mimplistic; 11 {2 too wuch » casr of bz “goad gups” va. the 'nﬂ sure
ralbor then o imavitabIs copflict betwsan vadtzally diffazent agpr wnd
prilopopniss of 11fe  Tha story would ba wors movitig LI »e could \«nnr; with
botb Itbough, trutbfully, Wilbelw dows dwecribm m couple of clome adminimtretors
J2 o favourable 1igbt - but ihomm claomm are given iadividuglietic bvman charsct-
erintica, and ara pragented (avouradly barause tdey wyspatblse wod Ldsatify with
Mirk and Nolly, sod 20? becamuse they mreo bappy oxample so thalr awn culture/"specia

Tha noval may 2150 auffer in comparisnn with AThard Bacwuss iim Background
dows 0L swtm 84 orixine! (I h«op chiokiox of Wolte's Fifth Head of Cardsrus,
*hich has » thrma-part structurs similar to Whrre fgte the Susat Airds Seng,

End tha firal porviob of s¥ich wlan appearad 1p Opbit 3. [t is drawo competvatle,
bot 1a plels , lmchs tbe culturs) wod asthropological Setils that give good

»f an much of ita flavour.

Bul Wilzelw writes wnll, and captures the formsts wod fields whers aost ot
tha atary Iu ast in bar proms. It 1a 4 pond mowal, but Bat 48 wxcegtlonal ona;
wore ¢reft thas wrt, perdaps. Pul if =ll of lentl as finely cratidd «
Whrre latc the Sueer 8irda Sang. to rejoies.

TRITON by Bumuel X. Deleny (Runtam Books; Naw Tork; Feh 1678; 369 pp. 91 03;
1899 D-333-02047-196)

Rewiempd hy David

Thia 1p onca agaio m long book, n cosplaex book, msbiguous in parts but baslcelly
Jass vegue lhmn Dhalgrez, It 13 an attempt at #f of tha Houa wartacy, far lass
inscceamibls and far more inogenuous thematically than bia lmat paval. fu Dhalgecen
Delany axplorad tha brief mpbarimm “You base confused Lhe trua and cho real®,

250 Al 40 0 erme datail, Likaw), in Tritom ; which 14 an actaapt to
1{1lustrate the Mary Douglas Guotmilon (uasd xt the very bogloolog of the badk):
""Thm mocsnl body copalrasom the mar the sicel body is parceived.. . “

4nA, ohép mgain, THIA 1m aB anhay luctdatian.

Tha blerk oo tha back
Déplomatic IDtriguss Lhat topple warlda shich 1a not mbar Tritnr ia abaut.

Mo, sot csm bit! "The mocial body coow {ne i Triton depicts & fmture
socialy whara tha aecnomle divialos of pacplm 5 longer sxiats (Or selsta 2t n taw
key) aod whars the dewsraction im eosrted on & wwkusl bamis  Fhirh 14 noc ta aay
that thia Sa 120 Bheal, for {t ia mat. But most a7 tha ey pages fo tha
Bapk are prumo¢cupled with mex; wes b
ths motivaiing aseis] forea, wueh
&~ wrtificlal wexusl utipia costained =ithin mo wrtificisl cit

piohed to Neptuna's woon, Tritea, by Mms's tachoologics) wonders. Rach
anviranmanc ap: 1ta nem anclacy, and (s thia » et Oalany's erestion of &
ezmliy-motivated wocisty im parfect.

sr Capturs and esesps




Upss Tritoo both marriage a0 prastitutiom ere iliagal. Bowewer, it 15 free
bouse (o mny other farm of relatle The city 1e divided igto co—operatives
which ca0 be wtraighl, mey = §ey female, rommmistic {af tha family sort) or
oven of » sazvally-oaintarested afture. [Kucd ca-operatise is contaimed witbis
cos bullding, and movoswst Detween thea by indlviduala In »eerch af & mare or 1sas
arirems 11féstyle I3 quite commos. [ ssy 1be book I3 oot mexiat. axd It fe
=ot, byt tbe cutral characier of ibe mowel, Srom Salgtrom, ia § miaggpmiat of the
014 arder; = chmivioist in a0 age Shore it m na losgar pastitle (mocimlly) to be
such, a0d ia @ soctely sberm 1t ie totally canccepind Wle Jove aftalr with
“the £pike™” (a stresi-theaire director/player) 1s » very astute portraysl of
misuodarstending betwgan psople, particularly om the part of Bron whose
e 148" prevents bim from sver realislug what be Als selt-delwsian
ha00NES GOTe ADd @Ore AppATEet througbout the book ualtl It eurfaces as lles.

At oms stege he Flates: "Thep G0n't umdersiand about mea ordinary,
hatarckcsnal aep.” (vbich beare comparison with what D Lawrance maid i»

e EA LOW through bim charsctay BIFUI® mbout m Sep aufinK beiwesn
meR). And evemtaally
upd 1n aental Lpclination)
described, byt it 1s bis reescn for dolong eo that B« changes sax to ayold
wolSen; 80 that Aa omed coly G coocetted with man. o B Goscriked ae a “lagionl
» 1" and cartaloly Ais actioss heay thls out  He Is charuing, dandsose,
senuslly gi1fted (after 10 edo)eacance 2peot as & mele-prostitute o» Mers) but
mome pf thesa attribotes cen compessaie for bis lack of umderstanding of other
pacple  Re salitet, destrmccive and poansansa ths #sgaiby of mn 1516 centusy
mlave-Lrader  Tven bim fahereol intaldigence 4o DAT remove the clové 1bai
#urrovods hie IDtroapsctive 1houghte; be caanot eccept eelif-blems and
umcoasr1oUBLE tRIStE eeente AN reiDterpreta them oo that thsy are sympatbatle
to him. 1w fron, Delasy ks crwated bis Pirgt gesuise ulaysputhetic charmctor,
aid 10 Mady ways - bacause B4 I8 Adtagohlatic rather LR protagooiatic - e
et real ave

Bacause af the o) wiesent lovolved, Delany alsc sesaders ivio froquent
discunsions sboul “1ype nd comcludes that “evaryoos v a \ype”. The wide
variesy of sexusl testes rapylte in an mqually binarre tmsber of “dypea’. But
dagpite thia vegular discourse mmusgat hia charactars,
at wecoming caricalures. Usltke aost of ooveliota, Delasy
Rave an lanec-smbiguity thet gives thea iodividval Isf The, aud tbe things
they do. are mot esaily predictad or predictable. That, pérbaps, wea u fasit
at Jthalygmo: thel bis types were “Lypea”

anothar ewar mnid of Dhrigren: “dnd ite comien! dods 001 jumtify tla
lengit”. MNe cowdd, pervspe, aay the same ot this book end wiss the palol
mriting about people aud 1helr Interection (o c
wf yleamesl comes off mecond-besi.
that $an’t 1» 1tdelt = Gad thing! S0 why write ef aL al}? Delaoy
glvas the vewnond fec better than [ could La Appendis A of this new novel
(uhere Re follous the 1dve 1atd d0#0 sa Th Eimgtivm “ of printing
srcarpta (roe his sriters notey )

“L teel Lbe arleace-Tictionsl-enterprige le vicher then the enterpriee
of gundsne firtion. 11 1a ricl thynugh 1ts erieaded reperivirs of
Aentencie. jta CoBMEqUEDT greaier ramga of pomeibla incident, amd through iis
varsad flcld of rbelorios) apd aynlugmic orgaslesiion.

Nicher? Hom much ficber? From /helgrm | ressaber Lh¢ jmages of ibe doubls
mran. the reced16£/6Pproe R Flver. the scovpions ableze In the daskecss,
Tha gaping tift-sha TL. From Triron {close 11 18 oo#) T recall Lo ihac
war-gama, viet, rhe S5ven’s Craw, ihe cendory abield
walwe with Naptute's bulk) Delany handles imagea nq wql) op any writer
07 4t ABA BOre 1mpOFIAAT LHAR thai im him umage af tbe “exlemded reperivive
A1 amntencas” Deleny avoida thy c11ches of the gonre and Is unsfreiod 10
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arperiecnt with words (which to me an i@poftent aepect of Dhalgren}. 1t
saytbiog can wm criticiaed (t 1s his crestias of a Nermatic udivérse 1m which

all ths characters ere #ithir pocle or matbewaticiame. wharo the cebtrve) character
wonrs waodals apd elaspa sikh sithar a¢x, .. 4 ¥orld of wnll-dioguns and Cerious
sacta, sbatruss maibmmatical mpateas and four-eraed boya.

Pragramaisg through the ook mytemati 7 1t @uat be ma’d (RAl Che Opetr
weclion i# clusay Ouk fakroductiion lo tbe mocloty of Triloo 1a through tihe
ayms af the maiadjusted Broo. Wars offared facts as If from u Lext book epd
the comtrived oaiwre of tNess warly peges im paralielled im ths prosa:

L o4ited her bDIus-onlled haod Io
i har .=

blue-pallo ¢ band, grioasd (blusly)

which mnuld nat be cals wd fram » bogimna Rut this s ¢ ewell ) nilet
1L dache the mwodib Miterary dtyle ot fovs =od tbm o rly pootical flow of Tha
Jeuwelad of dptor, tha gritty, uii [ ptive mode of g used hore (s In
Dhalpreny L rag throygh the wes at this style
®ora \nep lity:

*. .#dtered a woodeo 40or {lIm = wbiie plastur vall) witd pasoled greso
flowara on it, wmd rasl blua f2 growing beside 11 1o & woodem bos. ™

Which could hare bean Aalé In tmenty laes aorde. Bul the edditicosl wardage
§lves viaual perceptivecess to the mcove aod adds anatber brick o Oslesy's
Boube of SUO-remliity. Daleny orites whal In  bawically faotasy; tds ecleacs

1m bia ator: 1n 30 much Catrp-dumi. (For axeapia, Nia garan-Pige erplesation
of "motelogic IPIt.) But umlihe tom admitied fantasy writer, Dalany ypes
& narehly realistiv sipla and fwhies M1s cHaractere *ith (0lroopuaitve mnd
absarvant traits thal most writars of “suodans fictian” mould oot giwe thalp
creaticos. It a flraige aRnigammtioN thal ooly worhe becuose Delany ceas

use words proparly to covny Both image and  Ehsughk

As 1 OAzigmer Dolamy splits Mis boo¥ (mtc moves metions faxcludi "
tbis caom, the two appondices, of shigh 1 whall say mors letar), and each aection
Sltaassas » separata etage 10 the dovelopmant of Bram. In the first twn mectlone
our Aysputilee are =Lih Pron; we accapi Bld vles of pooplée aRd plecis. FProm the
middie of the third saction 1t 1s apparaot that Bron's imtarpre
coofused, mainly frow Lha okmérvsticos of Ibe wioor cbsract . mod Lo thw
EeRt Lw) aeciions EFME BACOmAA aR UBayEDAtEAtie arealure 48 Ihe go)(-Centred
cature of hia abaorrations ia mads clear. Tbia wroceas mocsanital u complets
re. &redom]
duny'a fincat work yat. da 1m life, bDalany
change guits vadically; wot fras what tbey da, but im the seoee that the
LDLOraatlon =& POdSOM: thia inforsacion
becomas mora cosplate oul viaw can metamorpbome drasticalby.

The last two emcticos of the book cootious the logical progreamion. and
wben be maym of Itm Spika- “Heally, e loglcally corniotan poskion Im juet beyond
Bar“, hia romeent is duwble-adgad and applicas mowe o himaslf thag Lt dnea to
1be womao #s lo Yers, the war (beilvess the planats and tbe mocns) fwp:
airecily upoh hle 1ifs, and fOF & briaf wa 1t aanps  cthat ee epocalyptic
evanta af that could jolt him Inta self-swarsse (1.a tha destha nt
88% of Rartb's population asd thbe loes of bis Alfred). But the oppositm
oeccere mad he cbao, Bla se¥ hecausa hn Baliawwa 3t ta e ibe omly way Gol
of tha dllamms of ~onatant mlaundevatandiage. Asd Finda himaelf in dacpar’

Toe last sectice shows Broo, the wvowas, ussbls (o forwslats any wind of rwlstion-
wbip., wacis! OF eexual, Ihe c1IMAX ¢F Bhich comas 1R o dream where mbe wencs
tha -

ayars™

"1 sball destray youl® Gha clawad at bsw gold brav, hiaaing: '3 aball destroy
yon, deatroy you, deptroy you, da yom beari‘™
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ANO lbe roslliasilon. whan 1t coses, is of Lhe Eetura of ibe ¢ociay In shick
be/aka 11ves; that tha “aunjmctive wes hald polittically (nviolabl mnd bads‘t
ihoy Jusl killed cthres eut of Four, five aut of » Ko ksap Lt @0 - 7 1t Le
= Chillisy fioale shick lasves the pathetic Bron gors aloow, mors caofused and
much mors umawire of bis true hature than ever befors.

Many rondare will shuo \bis novel, disilluaionéd by the excesncen of Dulgrem.
Triton ¢ootulom ths hast elssests of (hal DOOK wNLipt cOnCRrsing 1twalf with
a far gruatur pcops of bumas vapériasce. It la woll writtes and well developed
{und 6ven the flrat gaciion improves oo re-resdiog). Wowvimportant L& that it
marks & amw atage for Oolany, poo Ing » mpturity mot weideot Io oy of hie
mnrllar wvorka. Buperficially, tha boak sowms a derlvatics of all hwpreviova
movala, and tbough It ta trus that be uaas recurrest ary and ayauoliem In
all Mie vork, ghat (e no fwuit. THha sama ¢ould be aatd of Ballard, Dick, Le
Guio eod ferbor ton a0 taportaot bocause Delany at lest Has harnassad
his quita ¢oneiderable talomt 1o » novel That (» concrollad withoat haing
cootrived. [L 1a5°% pertect amd probably will not sppes] to the reader whoas
Ldeal o1 «an of woval 4 onm io which adveslurs aod sCieRKIfIC ldes asp the
Musdering charectere {1be Larcy Niven 1
le - and fo thim ragpack 1t im avim to Bilverborg’e Uying [neide ., Le Gu.
The Diepossceaed mad Ballart's Ov2sht - im & worious Ihteraty osplorulion af a
baaic buman Oilesms. Fhet, dcriows 1liorakure callimg itseif alf? 1 can r the
objectioms mow. 1 heva alrmedy Quota 4 Dalany om thu subject aad can ooly
ruiterate hio commeots. The two sppendicee to Triton, ona = discoutss upam
af uritimg and kba ofhal Upen OUr parrapticn of Iiteral 'sndols™ abould b reed

n to whors »f is headioy. Delamy cowpates df lo

Tt palpting avd atonal wudle, spberes of RCEivity ¥hars the ides and Lha
1f ooly far Ba commssts oo 1bim espact of the
book ekauld be Looked mi By amyoss wbo wuoée af sors ki
anugemant.

1 do not wlab to join ibe curreni disputation Watwséo acedsso and fapdom

r OF ol At sRould week Lo Decoae eccapied for Lis Ilgerary merie.

To mo that problea wsa eolvod Long mgo, emd T¥itcd lo hut omo ware roaftirwatiom

of my fawlings 00 the maCtar. 39 1a & Fichey Ilald thas (RaL of Aundase litaratura.
and Trilon iw anothar pla of the vo'a ranaimtool opuloncs. But what Triicw
slmw evideoces Ie thet a? hue 1be (Dharent capabllity of becomion & fer dot
©f £1CTI0n AT tha wasa Lime, It 38 my opinlion thet standa nigher
tho Ziald tban witbout Tritom provas 11.

.
TONER OF GLARS by Noberc Hilvarberg (Pancher, loudon; 1978, 206 pp; &Op; I5BM
0-506-04301-2)

Reviowod by David Miograve

Aoy boak by Robort Bilocerk: r . tor
wyono within [he genra ha the writer of Lbe mowset iower of Glass,
fiunlly relesacd over ber In papsrbark formsl dalay, doea wuch
to bark the cluie by wwoy ibat Atlvarberg's work im sul geseris, and yot at tom
ama time mucth & Book £Quid nal have borm writtsc coimide the gumre

wach au

Tha damipant thema of the hook im what Brlen Aldien tsrwid “Lbs nulberged
oalloo rheme” . Siweon Erug hasa cramtan 4 race of andralds, (ha baat of whieh
avary feopect but for tha fact tbat they canmot procroats
anufactured Lo rbemical wa treloed a0 w avd Lbem wold to
“ommdritel concerad ”a aing no hasgn T - Thia ia thn fowndetioo
upon skich Bilverberg builds Cate of She msdratd »trugzle for oquality with
an.
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The ®a)oriiy of tea androids buva formed a raligiges sact im which Krug
Le tbelr deity, smeing 1hoir slavary wa a “tise of testing™ Uafore Erug deamp
thap wortdy and allocws 1hoo oqualiiy. 4 smallar byt Bose vehaweoi mection of
thy aEdro1d community bollave im golitical tallon and ihe elow legal progrrasion
towaras aquality. Tho guomilans af “proparty or brother” mod =taing ar belpg™
azanimed at smvoral levels and thraugh asay oysa; pympatbetic aNd bamtils

ry te thip {mltBOwWAN & Zraad €pougkb ldee iw 118rlf ta wo thy eubjmct

® movel] 1a Krug's obpanaioo mith the comstructivn of a “tomer of

. & 1800 metre 1all commusizetiome spirs with vhich to amever the pulecs
originats 300 |ight-yy from Karth, Tha conelryctine Of tbo towsr and ite
webolic exd ectuad rall (cotacidental mith thy mesescre Of Mumaoity am ihw asdraids
clalm thelr danimd birt-right] runs through tha move) 1ike ¢ apibsl colums,
llaxing togethar the Laue atresda.

45 Lo al) bim recent worke, Sllverberg refused to “cop-oul® mith the sodiog:
thero are oo €ady #0Jut16Ds OT happy endings mod tbe oluADisg ¢licex L» powarful
becavss of thia remliem The characters e
Over QlgBL bal resain uttarly Cakthful to Lhelr beliefd amd codes Of bamevlour
to hv 60d (eveo LI disillessvaed). Thia 19 oftea (Be wedkméen of u lemanr writer
Put it 18 & Jewlt 00 coe could direct aguimet Sllverberg here

Eveo apart trom 1be abovs, though, tbere arv maoy otber factors whichk
rocommond tbommulves. At tirat | ves elightly diamaynd by tho tecbmicmlicy of
Lbe carly chapiers bul eouo the etrony characterlestiot mare than counterbalascad
\Nie mepecl of the work THe whole work 1e more ehle to treditiomal "bard-

o1 thxo apy af BI1vercert’s recent booke B4 CODILLDS & greal deal ot (oloresiisg
lactmicnl wxplaDations: toser-comsiructioa; eno. Inx; br

treseminelon; tressmats; ehuotiiag, Tha BGOR 19 S¥ar-
brimming sith , desarvoa apecl.
barausa it 1m = ~machime” forsruomor ta tho sind-ozpandiog drug umed
“catnliyat= 1o hin A Tima of Chartgee . = device that opons omo'm “ogo' or
oul” ta the other participaots iD LB sbusml.

Ong usfortuonte aspect that atruck me and which wil) gquite probakly oecur
ta anyom. 0 bas resd Swxlay‘s #ave ¥ew Korld La the elmilarity betwesn
B1learnorg’s androids wod Tuiley's “bokeaovakifled™ wes, and ay objetiloos ware
anly calmed by Silverbarg's carsful Basipulation of tm innér saycholaglicel
turmoile of hie wodralds which wads t(hoa fuller, deoper crestions tban Fuxley's
watirined Rodobluts.

The @a)or atmgch of thia book la, bowavar, that of any memarable work
of litersture (and im cowparable to Swif1's Gulltiver‘s TAoic & (o thim rompect)
in that It can boe rcad oo savoral lovals: aa a atraight-forvard mduemture tale
ot vevolution asd thearted awbition; se = "bard™ =f story pacheéed with ceptivationg
Idesn; aor lastly, a» & peychological] study of tbe cooreple of "Numenity",
~raligton” and “property’. Read &1 am al] thres aoo Iba full rickoess of the
#oTh 1a Immediataly appareot. 1 bave remd racest worke of 91lvarl
bave movad mr mors Bul Eome #0 emlurtminlom, (£nme, masturful ar
and conmtructed

"AAR AAG AAC AAD™
Praiss ke 1o Bilverberg ..
.

BOAR WITH TEE DEAD hy Acbert HAllverderg {Vintage Boaks; New Vark: 1973, 237 po;
91 % (asailable on lwport, £1 00); 1SAN D-3B4-71447-4)

Reviowed by Chrid Fvang

BubtiLlad "Tbrae Hovel about tha Apirit of Man”"_ tha atories withis span the
periad 1971 ta LOT4 - vinlege Bilvark
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"hat cup | ony? | tound thia book «0 vi¥ld, wo bauocling thet |'s sorely
tuspied tO Blubber iaccborsstly io admirition For Lhe reasisadsr af the reviee,
Rewding thoao atorien yay bocoms & that 3f Sllverberg atope writ then
ar will 1o4e ooa ut I1a fimcet atylist oné Of t 1 Buthore who ¢upable
1B Jatelligenca aed 1 Silvernarg s amjor gift (a that
N cao lake ldeaw which we had used wore exneusied or cliched apd breathe
froch Iile Intocrham, gluisg ue, ronders. Naw inaighin and parapactiues  The
phraas “'breathe fwoh ILte” 15 addly sppropriste im this contast, for lvo of the
three nuvélles 1o khia hook sre sbout death.

“Boro with Lhe Dead”, tbe firat, deacribes & vOciAty 10 =hih a welhod of
Tevivitying the dusd has becn dsveloped. The “daads™ live 1m thalr cmm
having 11ttle contact with be ordinery =0rid o tbo ~we
» complate dialatarent In {tm effairs Jarge
aively, unshle 1o aczept that im her reki

and
» resurrecied
ed mutateccs she

was %0 inturesl im bis. He follaw ta khm Cald Towhe e the deede
comgragata. to A[zica whara she and hur companione are an rl, wa
moan mud quegges - tho drad huntimg the deed. Aiybille repeaiodiy apurns hi

& vars he cannot mhsre her world. fRloin l1a finally ralaesed frow his guest Ny
death - bw iw willod and rekindlad.

Kloin"a fate corves aut omly aa the logicel cutcome of tho piot thruat but
Tte duads are perfecily a4mpiad to the read world,
» lova, 1a bardly alive st all - Mla warequit
The fromy is Lraat In t Hinmul wcama
wheo tho reuimdlud Jorge. sctepted st last by Bybllle, (iods Lhat be hem fosl
all desics Far

Thouss the Proclatmer” rellgious queacion mhizh cawid
oaly be waamimed Lbroukh i1be medium ot scleace Fletion what =ould happen 47
» Algn feom God? Thoman. & long-haired. w
ted, = wiracle: the 3up stops A TRe shy for tueniy-tour
hours  Howerur, Nis @uceana in eliciting 4 r
unite the geople undar a common taith Various mects quickly ceer the Discernora,
an stallectusl, secUlar graup loundsd by wulenciaia. the Avaltars, who snticipats
& wrcond aiga which will reveal whether tho tivat vae colestial ar satanic m
origin, the Propiutord, =he belisve Lhet Uhr miracia waa Lhe work of Ibr Devil
Tro wind Lhat Wnman bad hoped would br rétuel unity to mankind has ihe
oppomite affsct, end bis crumade degaversles (oto lmterdenominationel atrito.

Romo of the pm '8 io thim miory erc tod appereRt ta Isbour - 207 enmmple
Ihe mlcimacas batra Of Thomas by & trin, Baul  Thomas e 1a aany waps
drtachiod froe the gowpel which bo ao alaqueotly capausos
nis oratlory gICtA o artampl L0 Impoau DOE OFAAT OB tha B
bul unltke Chrimt he lacka any real philonrophy.
to “have tellh and 1 1 be well™ | tound thiw wtory the least Intlssesting
o the th (the ronogada prophet belng Fether 1oa familiar o a ta ficgion),
but It 1a probably the woet asbiliou Told frow wevers] viawpoists, 8Bilverbearg
wakea up ewara Of the URFesagOling Dalure of raligious Banie and ILs CoARACLIGDA
with sbolence. Thbat »o meny d1
bewr (e wol wurprining gives Lhe bimiory of Coriutimnity.
awsma o e tht religion
paycbola,

Rilh “Colng, thba lamt OF cha t
of gauih  Aseumiog That Lhe busan
ak shat point would ve dacida (hal wa bad schieved mll aur
row Lie wa volustarlly pessad ae? 1ha gut resrlion ia to
an whatae 1bw cont Byr Hilvarberg tskoo you Inta the wind of Heary Stsu
Sompiiwo cuspomay, and mhowm you esactly whal it would ba 1
and LNircy-aln years old




carusr us w composer; a beppy merrt
a bocaw full of fios ormasacls eollactsd aver t2e yests from
worls. Howaver. biw wife bus bean dasd for fitty x.
Bia aoop wod
: Ibo orvwenta he bas coms to ame meraly we abatpaer
Plwcen, 1heir syabollc and emotional velus 1Dy Kot . lo whart, lauely
wd borsd, mnd he appliss ton Houms of Leavatahi ko prepare for his deaty,

i ewvare] geceratlous of 4

Daspits 3tm sombre themws, “Going” muccamds bacauss Bilvarbarg 18 r
writing about Jife Tather shep destb. Gtavot {s oot w d e gur
=so arcdod by Lime. Folloving bhim daclaion fo "g0" be asparisamc
poubL, hesitsten, r 108 2is redclve wtd fioully wnite with wemdcudle dignity.

Tbe #aih diffarance balwasn Hllvarbarg'a qutput during kbe FLftide sod gixtles
apd him more tecood ¥ork 1i#s oot wo much o s profousd chaogs fo wtylm {though
211°4 obyious that 3a Bos laviahes more time gyer 2ia work) 3ut vatbar jo a
mbift of empbmsis  Idewa $v mf, mm Jownos Muss bam wetotely polotsd aut (sew
earing Ovt of Genra Matariala” 1o Veetor E3),oftan ayolva through
diatioct Tn the pricitive stage the novalty of wo ldew i¢ oftun
io syage two the ides im deyelopmd,
mod yarioud tonveniicom msy arime governiug its Uremlwest.
the comcept mmy ba relogatsd to the background Of & atary,
morring 4» = metaphorical device or & traditicdel prop without belom the cameral
potnt of ioleraal. )t iu clear that mcat Of the fickino that Silemrhearq ts oo
Produciog 11es in the third categary. Aa 15 an lobger Jotereeted iu the
techoical details of the »f olmments ix bla srorims. Thus the metkod af raMlod-
1pg \he daad 1n tha titlm akory and Eha pre: Bature of tha airecie lo
“Thomas the Procluimer” sre never oxplaiowd - Silverberg's attention le
focused firmly on his charactsra, Tie demaity and cIATity Of Bia prose hra n
Joy Ie re and bim desp koowludge ¢f blatory brioge bis often mmtic localia
fully aliva. f24m book cootirma hie pOELLICD ax m majar sriter of the saventles
- in moy fleld Go owl smMbuy 1. FRexd wod enjoy.

.
PELAICD CHARM: -

AHE SPACE WACBINE by Chriauwnpher Prisst (Fahar & Fabar; lLandon;
363 pp: ISAA D-371-10931-4)

T8; £3.50;

Roviewsd by David Friogle

It bas boen remarked often soough that Lhe 1970a in & decada of agscelgla in tha
poputar arta. There have beeo "rediscoverfes” of tbe music of Bcott Jopliw, Glenn
Miller, Ihe RAgilag; Binav culta desntad ta (ha JOm 3nd 404 mavisn of aush
dipectors Recu) Walwh and Bowsrd Wawks; the box-office auccwas of the sy
cowpilation Mhar e Dntentainmen prrIodie roek'n’rall raviyada; tha ré-cr
of the songe of Jimmic Nodgers by the castmspormvy countey-aod-wastamn ainger
Merle Ragaard; & greoing minOrity davorian 1o tha Bluss raats of all sadern

c; Jetellectusl pamtiches of 1030s detrctive oove mach am Hingaley
Arverards ViLlaa Surder or John Sladak'a fAlack 4urv; 4 multitude of
filma act ip the esrliar dacadem of this ceatury tand tull of conscicua reterencea
Lo the work of o)der film-makara] aueh tar Bogdanavich'a Paper Moom

or Roman Polaoskd's Chtaacows, other wiamples too dumeraus to mention. Thors 14
thing gAIng o hara, @oms recrograde morien af the eattgalad,

mioy 0f 1ha pecple wno ApDrecidta Tbase treada worta Gl avan Barn mhan the various
siytas firsL snjoped » vogua (] spast 2 womt picamurable »ark io the Aumner of
1871 watening 1he Tilax Af Mary Pickford duriog the Brightan Pilm Tueatra's

shory an of her warX: mast of them vere films =ade @ good Lhirty yaarsa befare
=y BLFthY  Cah on~ be noatalgle for & world onz has ncver knewn? Perhaps (U la
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€Ot mo wuch & matkar ¢f Trua nostalgia am of traditloma) escapl 1be bappy flaght
L0Ch 5 simplsr world wharo tho valuom arw certaio mod whéré conltesporasy reelity
{(at worst painful, st best coofusing) cuorut lotrude.

Thare Id mors to (L thasn that, I°m convimced. Afior all, we bave Juot come
throogb «ome 70 or B0 yemrs of the moat extreordinary facundity In iba popular
arts  The richnyge wnd veriély of what hap bsam created in thim ralativaly
mAvare of Nigh populstion, sasr-guiverasl litoracy and rapld consusications
#coms quits remarsbable 1? one paveas to look bmck on it And pavsiog 0 Look
in efreck, sbat wamy ot huve haep Acing 1m tho laat (au ym It
(although It cam br that st tiwom
t: it iw an apprecistion of what hae mlwaye
. but -nlcn w bave mot bad the 4yed 10 «ze, » realisecion of tha valuo
and Interést af much Tbat our perents &nd (eachars {ulth oyr usroafortable
acQUIOACANCE) condesmod 4 tramhy. aphemarpl s0d4 1m bad taste. However, Lhia
le not to may that (be herifege of owr cootury-a popular arte should b
BocELCically mccapt there are dofinite A(aLInCilone 10 %a drawn  (lo brief,

\hars ara tensions runoimg througbout ths popular arte - the tension betwuos
suthentic “ZoIk™ Axpreaslod eod commerical waplodietlod. 2or Ipatsacsa. or tho
tesslon hotweun tho imdividual fasgisation and collective fantsatsa - and it io
from Lba inkerplsy of thuss temdions thal wuch of the Dadt =ork hes beap gaarstad.)
fuct. tha uncritica) ecceptanca of much popular art
1t 19 014 that bam glivem the current beckwardo. lovlin' waod » bad mawme,
shich provokom tha uae of words 1Ike “noacpigl nd on™

The rodiacaovary of roots had baes going nn agaca Ln khe flald of pcisoca fictiom,
tov. Adelltedly, thie hae mlways beon a traditlom-conocloum gners, hut Io recent
thn tandancy of ol Sutfory o ry-eaemiog he gara'¢ origloe and (ie warfoue
of d p y Thare hava baen about » dnzen
DIst0r169 o uf, mnd ecores of entbolgies of early mtorion. publimhed witbis the
lant decada { 1 tyox whla 1 bBave Jupt heard the nasd (bal a mut of
Aproinding SiortRn  datimg from the 1930a han baem suctionad at Sotbebp's for
upvarde of £300). O)d mawola have baen relarund and heve enjoyad » surprisiag
BAv populerity: the apaca safravaganzes of E £ "“Doc™ S8lth ure wo pbrioun sxaspls.
Agaioat tbia background, wrigara I1ka Michaal Wonvcack (with hia Captain Rastable
wovele, Yhe Rarlord of tné Air and The Limd teniathan  aod bis Jbavek Carnellan
hoove, At Alfen Heat emd The Hollow [ande) end Briam Aldisd {witb bhim Frankenstain
limhound and an anonusced, But aa yat unpublichad, cequal to Welle called Korsa's
diher Joland) have beeo turmiog to the pawst, aad perticolerly to eclomce Fictioo
puwt. for their inépiretion Fbilip Jowe Farwer (Lhe Asaricad Moorcoc or
Ahguld wi aall Baareank Tha Rngliah ®mar?) han given us & Asqual Tu Juled
Yorne 1m The O2hes Log of Fhtleas Fogg, and be baa rapoatedly dane versiona ot the
Turzan and Doc Savege storiee. Narry Aarrigon has writien & spoo? sclentilic
tumance (A Tromeatlanitc Tweel, Kurvak!) amd e spaca opars (Star-Smashsrs of the
fatazy-Rangers ) and 1bs othor MWsrrison, M Jobo, baa perfarsed « atm
wnercise {mors succasofully, 1 fesl) with Bl Thy Jentaurt Nevice.  Wbet )
theag »orka have In commn 18 Lhat they raly haavily on Litarary referencad
tor their majar offacta: carlier t1crm {(Mary Bhellep, H.G Wella) #von crap wp
#A ¢charmcturs  They erm, 1f you liks, ul] esampled ot Isgrown acisnce fictios.

Wbich brimge we loogth 1o Cbristophar Pries oew nowvwl, The Space Macskine
(ouRCitiad, pradiceably apough, “A Se1aatific Aomanca™), & work of ingrawe af (7
mver thare wem oné. Tha plot invalvaa aso Edward Tussbull, & convantiocal lawer-
middle clamd yousg wan of the year 186D, and hid wesiiog *)ib H Amulin
Fitzginhon, se swdepocdent-minded yomnd lédy who ®orka as “apannenais”™ 0 &
crachpot imvemior ST Filliem Raynalds 15 sot an ouch of » crackpnt aa ha st
first sppéara to ba, aince ha h4o bullt a worksble time machior (imdond, in the
end he \ursa out to be ¥ G.¥Woi # asgnysous tioe-iraveller) Bir ¥illino'»
wachina maves Ihrough Opacs a» well rd and Amalia (In the
ipsentar'c sbaance) decide to gn tor « joy-ride thoy find themsslvos stremded
40mm tor yaara do the future and on the plase! Merw. tély two-(hLrda of




30 YECTOR 76,77
tha Davel 19 1ake0 Wp vith thelr edventwras O» Mars, where they discover a soclisty
taak 1a deeply 4lvided, The common Myrtias folk wre close osough ta bumes baimgs
i» sppeerence, wot ibeir averlor the artiticiatly-"avalyed" Martieps, wre
tentacled mansters. The latzer ore planeing to vedt énrth by travelli
across ca in projectilas fired from an emormous cassca...Ja ebor:r, the Fer
oI the Woride 1e about %W begin, awd Rdward eud Ameiis are facted with ke doubls
proeiam of fiodiog & wedsa af talwrtisg €O anrth and ot foilimg the Martiap
1nwaders.

Thet the plok ot The Space Nnchine im hamically mn alaboratiom on teplais
of two at L.G. Walle's major worka 1 surely ob¥ioua, and 1t muat be sdded thet
tbe whole tbiag ia ingonlously done. Dates, evemte and charecters arasll curefully
alotted lwto place, mo to do np violence ta ha “truth’ of the Mellsian
camon; om cad, i1f obe Wiabed, conceive Of tbe atory e 1akisg placa ip an
alieroate vol1verse, =here the argnts that Wella Imagioed iw these twn hooka mctually
aid occur (awd wbers Hard id o soachranisiic abode of (ntedligent 11fs, complate
with hrestbable mtwadphere, canale and vod waed). Curletopbes Priest's oew work
18 a0 cotertalomsot, then » jqu d'saprit - ecarcely a 'Neariour'st obovel Lo the
yaip of Pugue for a Dorkening Island a¥ Imerted Morid . Wut mo logepious
azxercisne (o recrestiog the flavour of late-Fictoriap acisutific rosance. Much
of the book La comlc im tone (there ere =ome amvoing, if rethor pradictable,
d1gs at the charact: * mpxusl Inkibiticns) mnd the whole atory is bandled
with » pleasing lightaesa of tauch. Tor obce, Priest e somewvbal #tiff asd Fémote
preas airle » apt (a1though 1 wouldo't mey tOat 1t amoymts to = good pastiche
of Weilg's prose mtyle - L, imdeed, thal i& what the sstbor im Erying 10 dD).

But ¢a Lt a1l to anma purpose? Ig Priapt telling us ampthing about Wella,
or about fe, ar sbout deimnce fletioa, that we 0idn't Woow befove? Or ia
be just using the ¥el1s140 ITapPINga YO Produce » CoBDATOLIVElY €a0y effert -
Damely, the offact - cewely, the eoffyct of “pyriod charw? 1 fimd thia thought
distyurblag, for 1t sogges that many people Rowadaye Yead Wells for b period
charm ratbor than for W@ roal qualities as a writer. (Covan Doyle 13 certeimly
remd im this wey- the pariod armospbers of the Sherlock Solmag mtorias ism thelr
major source of sppesl, am ip teatified Dy the roecont spats of Nolwes pastiches,
uhors tha emphuais is placed beayily On Dansow ceba and Lopdom foged. But i1t
avoun ta e that the walo point of The Mar of the orlde ta ibat it ju »
frightenlog sdmonitory tale - recall, fary éxawple, Wella®e Brilliant description
of the panickimg Loodom mobm, foll oi avtbentic feeling <f ADth century sightmere
whick ha aleo ¢amght wery well tes pears Leter 1o The Mar fn 1he¢ A{p. There ip
mothiog frighteolag oT 2dsonitory about THe Space Maching, bosaver, ovem though
It omienslbly deple with the sume ovents. ¥] MArx ORCO #aid that wbes Blatorical
ereuts qppaar to repent 1hemselves ther ars oluoys repleged am comedy. Something
#lullar seeca to be tros for 1itersry “avents™: Rells tragedy becames Priest”
comedy, snd mithoogh I don't beliswa thal comedy (e Loherently » 1o
thus tragudy, I oant help suspoctiog thet Priest im chegpaniug We)

But it was be that Chrietopher Priset 1s mot vemlly to blame, snd that the
time machioe 30d the war of the worlda, Like Sherloey Polmes and Taizan, bave bacoae
#0 famlliar epd pccessible = part of 1be Literary l_!!ll‘l]m of qur tlm' thal they
270 fTatr gane for asyaie Ing to comncoct a enter
frods on itwelf- this Lo true for ell lamgusges at all 1imes, avas thwgh (Ll
schools, such ma Hetureld bave tried to pretend that Lt §s oot so (3f sou t
to f10d pyt mare mboul thle, read Rorthrop Frye's excellent new book: The Soewlar
J a $rudy of the Structure of fompreg. Enrvard UP, 1976). Ecience
tian from extra-llterery sources -
tachrology, the future - La o #xceptlon to this rule, Books Like
Aldlan' @ Frokenatein Mhound mnd Priest’s The Spacw Maakixe are tributes to this
tact, and aeen mimost to be the products of ¢ depire to turm tha 3¢ traditicn Inta
4 closed circle. 1ike o enak 1lowing $ta own tall. Ja this unhealthy? lamofar
19 #te a sator 12 usrecogalsed, attriduie of ¢11 11leratuce, no. bot Insofar
89 3t jeadn to tM abindanment of s11 new Idees. yes St canmot mfford to becooe




BOOK =XV IEWE n
7. or 11 wilL ceesu to De wEt IL hae bamn, at Itp Uas1, (o toe pent.
§.4. » torm of literature which takwa cogoiesnce of t Lys “facts” of
wodern 1316, the eforemeoticoud mcimnce, tmchaplogy and thm future, In ohors, T
nave emjayed 100MiDE DacKeard with Wessre Ald Priest, Farmsr, WoOrcock ot
al, but I thimk it may by Kime to rA

THE THIRD INDUBTRIAL REVOLUT(ON by G. Marry Btine (Putmaw, Kow Yark:
7.5

1973, 192 pp

Baviemsd by David Prioglo

Thim §» 00T » work af fiction, et 11 im » Temsrkable Book shich sbould ba of great
Lolurapt to 1 resders (and writura] of of G. Barry time, = Joog tiws wewber
of CA-'pholl a Anglog atable of ‘brionce fect™ writurs, &ive hora tha FLFBY
ror the macoasily of man‘a going into
nue (o lack of gravity, tha prepanca af vacuus and oalréems toporsturs
mong oteer faciors, wpace ia ma id Llodusirinl snsironaest, Siloe
Not omly that, but apergy (fros 1be sus) and rav maturigls {from 1he
o0, tha agterclde and uvlucedsra) are available 10 sbusdesc At the sase
time, wa hnow thal Jadusirisl roecurcee mre dylodilop na thig plessl and (bat
@«adern processme poam aver greakec pollution problem, whila the cOmtisutng
POPUIAtIcn prowih wekew it mocmeamary that wa expend production. Thersfors,
by mot mava all hebry Imdustry imto epacu, and sventuslly return the cih to
an Edeoic stats? 6t can be Oons, Btima srgues, amd 1t mil} ba dose, Healani
with 1Be tizot flights af tho Bpaco
bls to ulecturs saterisle (o apace which
reatrial comditloam, and the costs of L vorface 'lll
be lov, dloce they elaply bave ta fall down 1be gravity vell ami arrive by
pardchute “from the shy | Alblical wanne”  Foolestic? Yee, but Btine's
ressoning 1a vary conviocisg

St writers have shoms & grome tallurs of immglMetion whsh 1t cowss Lo Lhe
posaibilities af apace aaaufacture and 1tg 1lkaly Taparrusaicsa on the 11
w»tyle of oll of us B!3tory baa an acooomic motor, ma Warx told us lomg
sad =hlla farry Aitloa (s Do Merzial (tba (mroductlon in back (4 wriiien by
Barry Goldwator, mo ) - bBut @on't lst thst put you off) ha appreclata
of Lhla threm-quartars Lruth. Pace Artbur . Clerke mod bim
. man uIll Aot 40 1010 dpare UNIAdE he hua & acund scosumic
Iuceatlvn to do »o, amd auch ssd 1a fant PP rar from
Dalbx & part Oof tha prodlew, aome misguided wovirauwesimlla metm ta thiok,
apara traval cauld wall turn oul ta Ba LhA @a)or salution to mankind A pragent
Mopits 3tlco e advocecy of a rapacicus fra evprisc, and
ot Riw atyle, [ atromgly rucomeand thia book to
avarybody who ks the alightasy totersst In Lhe futura and tha ation of
wankind'm ourrive Gline does mot have all Tda snavere, but wt Joamt M
opeos & debate which ham beew in danger of golog macibend One [0 Ma rufuse) of
the heat minde Lo Wwvék think about (L. Wm need philoscphare for tbe space a)
and wo oead tbem Fast)

e w
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¥ dirscied by Kom Rusael) (Colour. Yuipropbonic Buuod; 111 mioe)

Baviewsd ¥y Atuse Divey
Thy rock opera Tommy =4p 9r(tisc by Pule Townaksod la 1969, it schimved critlcel
arclsta In susic circl mada a Iot of momay for \be Who (6t Im now t1able Iu
three ditferent versi @od It becams » ataple foature af thalr mtegs act to
purform parte of 1t fact that 11 had to wsii UBKL) 1873 lo Ma Tiimed hsa moK
ct bocawss 16e music ham baccus 4 @Merp clamase and
angemanta for tha voicep ward 10 the Tilm mre Lot ¥ succowefub.
The troeewdous visual lupect of toe tilm, vhich makes It (0DD
le of coures due o 1
ret cholea mey
wap uvelluble: dunce thu deluy. Mo vow wlse cauld heve doom juetice to IL.

T plot ot Trmmy, 10 whick Rumas)) s traatasat casanco adhorsa, amagld
actanrs fictiam atery about a

Bla ehiidbocd ad edaleacenca comsist yariousir of bet
mich by Olriy Docle Eeota, Tullied ond Tremealed by Cousts Esvin and mubjscted
to san-madiral ballucicogeoic tharepy by tbe écid Quoep Yo all of ¢ he ip
Virtually & peaeive 4pectaror uslil M4 Baging (6 relale (o Lhe world hy meens
of » piv-ball Nr bocumos @0 mdopt at Ibim bugely popular mpoctatar-spary
Lbat to dafents tho chuapine awd hocomey an ARG Youth t tig 4
nadicaps, which are 4 A 1c, ave sl Ly curad shoo hia
rar iota ch Frow tbis poll the
of the thaana of
oppasl to the legloos nf tamstic dovolame
comesrclel ands By hiardlatives unill the
Tamey bimesit
Ly able to ampe

Tlddlaa sbout

ovar Ris be f1

Rureell 4 uun of imsges ia ¢

wich no spoken dinlogue whetmoermr  (Havm apy Other All-wuaical oclewce-Tiction
t3las tern silewpted?) Af tmagary the maln atreagih af the

tera 1 In 1be Inapired caatiag y ooly Roper Daltry could play

Toauy a» he's beom rohosradnog far It 00 S14gA wver since Ihe racord camc aut

lml Bargrat bim wothbar i Brild)ianc Hominatad far an Ogcar {shich she opust

» #08 had wot ane of tba akl too turmed up 3o Lbw dame yasr
lld Justi bly swap! the Roard). sha ca acring raage fros devotios
shquence, mhich
hava BARD 0as af Cha moak uapl nt
Tommy'a atep- vall played hy

Ehrough desparatios to byetaris: mnd tbe
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OLiver Reed. Whi 11y tasous fal' hia ninglog voice, De BANAgYS VYery

ae ¢ “beeyy” of wary avgrags iatelligence
that he Bas done a0 wall b-im AlLL the other appasrasces Aré consiatently
duparb cemgos by well-hpown feces. Tatth loon ma tha totelly bellevable Uscle
Eroie 1p & jay to bebal Tios Turner IDjacte Tar more tham weid (nta  ‘Yer role
2 the Aclé Quees, g17ing & 04w Siwaneion ta the tasllier Weo number. E1top Joba
as the pin—tall wizard, Puml Hicholus as Cousin Hevio, #nd Jack Nleholwon ws the
SUAYS 42ducaIr inm the rele of the Specialist wl) added smubstantially to the f1ln's
atreoture.

the theory t rook sueic can the worlé, =hich wes found ta be
wortht Dy the begimming of tho aeventies, hap boeo umed to level gt Rupael)
the accusation of epechron This in desplte \be superd sonuonn vhare child
TomAy 18 takmp to & taith 1ipg #a1ab)iphmant foumded oo Poumr of Sock
Bupic, the Righ priest of wulch ta playsd dy Bric Clapton ~ one of the cleversst

tot facus of thig cult 1a an

soorecus plastic-loo¥ing status of Marilyn Mowros 1m the famooe pos af b
ber ukiri blown By & gust af #1080, Woilst Tomay not aurprisisgly 1e fellisg to
b4 cwred, he kaocks gver thm tus ¥wbich shatters along vwith Lbs apuricus
taith which crested it. FRussell'e Image of o pisatic lartiyn Monroe 1a an
egpecially nice tooch 1o that it cames fFom coe wbo, amt slone In this country's
ciowsn, bas oppoded the imidious fabrication, by tha dmsriceo NlI ioduatry, of
4 product that is cersfully k tar
the pole erd of masl log vorld-wide protita, bmt which has o uenll 1Ly Jeas
contant than th gelly requirsd minimge of Vitasine im e packet of corn-flakes.
Tussell's visna On tOia audbject bave provokisd boatile reaction fros many Tears,
wol lrmat from a rayiaser os a Loodon evaning papar who s wall kngwn for kis
books o0 the American (ndustry. Their Autusl woisoslicy over eartier filos hes
led to two ateged TV oalfrontetione cowing naar 1o blows and anding with Rugesld
uaiog languegs describad as “oifecslve to mamy viewara". Although Ruseell”
cate abillty to provoke hoscile r Irom those r
10 bin work ham ¢1v40 him & bed press far wasy of hia tilws apd despite tha
Tact 1bet for tbs Iuitial prees ehosicg of thle [lla tbe voluse of ecund 1n the
cloems wan losdvertently sat foo bigh, this film has demsrvedly reced
conetsiently good reviera from modt of the respacted critlce. ABORgSt thess vap
74 of bust British film of 1973 from the highly suthoritmtive filmg and
[ilming . 1 wrge you, whem «eelng \his flle, to eelect, 1f poseibla. e cimene
with = réputable wound myAtem =0 am to provide yoursel? with s treat far Doth ear
nd eye

THE PHAKTON OF TIE PARADIEE

Revianed by Andres T
A supart T1lm: & alzing of the rock ¥ip-off induptry and tants 1"® not cortain
Nilch comms OTE On top, byt the colleboratioa cem oaly de wutmaliy banslicial

o woold bava thomgbt, for (Astance, thet the Fauet theas conld ba reviteli
Mt thet i vhat, smong memy thiags, thia f£ilm dowes.

arad, 20/3/1976

7

AR twpressario, Hwan, controls the rech (amaic) iwdupiry, Ne placs (o open
& tav, densaticDal ELEOA-ApOt, the Paredise, but bas RO suliable mumic to use.
While wetching over & parforasdce of bia lutamt ()it 1) creation - The Juicy
Pryits ., # band fOrmad tO Dromotm/gendrste & "Rostalgia cmlt" - § hears an
onkoovn SINRIBY Play an oAksown soo0g. Thare 18 R etiractloc; Swat must ueé the
muatc of Finslow Laech. San‘a aseiatunt - fat Freddia - talks 10 Lawch and Ia
tald ttat 1be Compnser Mas completed = aosate - based upon 1be atory of Pauat -
which ha wowld Like tomriora. Freddie is unispresgeed, but meverctheless
lghtuot Laech of & f44 Sritten songs; higbieos &0 Lhat Swan might ksow what
Looch cen do. The Neive composar bellevam that de hed INDrecaed Upon Preddie
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Tha fact thal Leach will only allos bissal? to siog the songe  Then thare i
eilence.

Hiaplow waity for & weak af two until decidicg to prasent bimself at fvan's
"Deatd Macorés” FQ and «sking wbat Gvan thial Buy, from the stark offlces,
¥imalow Ly wvicted. He wil) wot be Jutared = waite for Jwan, who, beducked with
& black Lisouail 1y hoas wt 154 eu¢ of the day (akl how atlce 31
myat b for ¢ wan's dmy to amd) apd 1meds Laechk to the countzy manslioo, fwenage.
The composty iRYRGSs LD @aDaloa, obly to fiod m POt of basstiful giria scruggliox
=ith » vest etalre moat parscne] soogs. Laack gids
AR awpirisg atey - Phoenis - with ber modulation and id looksd dpon by mcoroful
feces that aay: “1f you wre the composar oL thie acogx why Bot Svan At wd
you to this awdltian?" Of course, Leach is ohce Bore evicted am osce more
racurns - diaguieed.

Aryent follows a finml sviciion sod & wiclent asmsnle. W low Leuch im
Qoovioted, far possed. » sachet of aruge plaated by twa crooked pollceass,
end 18 sent to fiag Aing {yrimou). Tharyip tmsinger’e teeth
an uoder the of & Bwan "¢ -
oy 8 n: of sete] denturaa; hiy voice is theredy stoleo.

But Wipslow 1m atill alive and ba cas basr how Swan 19 making use of Wid
#onuta, Thep it i« 2am0unced t1bat Tbe Juicy ¥roita wil) opos The Pa ise by
performing hie work, Lagch leoutraged and apcepea from <oNfinement by biding imwalde
4 box emptied of ite inteoded party gases. Lesch hredits iota a warakouss mhere
cartooe of Julcy Fruits' diecs are elsshed and deetroys 1bom; by €0 doing be
uncovers 3 raecord prass and decides to destroy 1t. But
bafore be can eacaps ha traps bl
makgs an impressipn af the Fruit.
bim face. His acbasquent flight Jeakes & trail of blood.
1ato  Yiver, and ip prammed to be drownad.

elow flnally falle

The acune im therddy aet for u fadnloss rétostioa of "“The Phustoa af (ba Oper
Attually, tbe aliuation 1s Dot @0 aluple; the fLIs does cot merely recreste, it
re-telle, Winslow Loech ~ mutiYated ma¢ volcaleas — térs tbo Paradiss and
nnuu sun by €1910dlog & Wowd moong the Juicy Fruits. Sman doap mot fesr tbe
ton; he rigbtly mewtalesch sustained by ita Famaiiad somsts and oftary
iats fmtlu & furtber stretch of life. Laech 1naists that Phosnia - mo other -
ngs the songs be 30 loRger can; wod Bvan demura. Fe offera an intricate
concract sbich Laech aigne to bind bimgelt to Swam unto denth, ia o damooptration
of hip goodwill - and if & #ceos of poigoancy snd simaltanecus gratiog Rofror -
fvap relwrns Laesch’s volce: the composer 14 wired 1510 3 syotwseiner and the
expartly » voice «hich tun warth biw fortches yat wbich be

l;:puu.

The Pheaptos undertaksa to, witbin ¢ waek, veamrite his gonate 20 that Phosoix
may perform 1x. But Swak will vof allov 1Ds girl’e pertect volee lo compste
with bia perfscc wascery of ibe rock busimgss: 20 he IDtroduces » oew ot
and an the girl to » mubmidisry ¢borsl rale.

NHeed one go an? [ aught to meAticd the aubtle vay im which the imagery &
10 ap adsirer of of and fentesy [ilas im vamd ¢o bighligat the nch:-ltlml ol
the mupic industry. (For ple: from ihe of di
Teamngers & Rev oansacica - Beef - la born.) 1 could reclte a long 13at of
warbel puns, {4 Phoeniz from ths ashes - of wo electrocwted guiterist -
nemly arimen.) Rarbaps [ could probe furtber the Reavy wme of the legand of
Famdt 4nd the CORIEBDOYAry arrangementy by whichk life 3s prolonged, youth ia
. smooth featu by recordisg bt ry aotion oo w
that aboes remlity, bis age.) Or maybe T oughc to dwell upoo the firat
dellberate steging of au nseappainption (will thig avent mat go down well7 will
sudiances, from the yrind comforts of their suburban parloucs, not be esthrellses?)
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On, 1 falV that tho emtisg waé chactic Aut =a ) theman wara baisg
miwultanecusiy resolved: tragically, yet the Pa y cel) ware
sol comcarond, mad bowo ea sbecrked By the per at ths myth-makar, that
rastusy asd reglicy vers iodiatisguisbable, Ah' Wora not = spactacular death give
pobptanced ta = phantom?

[ =L)] remamber thin fila, though I'vz DOt aastiomed the muplc, or the
pbotagraphy, or (e acting im)l moperb), Or....ihw strasge asg ©
of Winslow Larck. tbr Phamtom of the Parediss,

THE WAR WHD FELL 70 EARTE direcied by Wicolse Rosg (1976, UBA)

»h, 27,/371974

Reviewsd by Amdraw T1#

The tirst file im » doacriptiom of haw ¢be Amsrican buelnsso comsunity reacts o
the vi#lt <o tbelr groat, opsn. trec-sotorprise coudtry oF s Britlsb ostions)
who 19 (¢ POSwomoor of nice beaic patonta (WOWI). The Briton, n veritabla alian
by osna of Waes Joromo Mawtan, ratbar haatily ustebllishes « glenl corparation,
Warld FEterprises, which, thaugh makimg a groat deal af womey, hasm pa purpose
The 401lo®e O Capitalism, the omvy of Capitalimt? Mo, ©o  Ritb a perception Ao
doubt gbtaned by » paychulogical and phariologleal ob “tbe & 5
varlous »elf-1oterested vacoonists renlise (he debiliiailog eftect of wo
ladependynt ngucers OB 1be viebility and profitability of Ibs tixBULy-kDIt
Jucesiucwaly Inclined Americap ecomcay. %orld Kalel wuat, apd Ineritebly
The samtiluie Maetos - by Daw & somawhat Igned alcghalic -
rorced to ILve out the reat of hia 1Ife 12 u shabby hote) rogm.  Ome

, Bomavar: Mawtno Lg Dot @ buman being; 1f be doas age and anve tomarde

=0 hiuman can tell. 8o David Rowis (byt be's ot la this film, 1 het),
thrusting aside letbargy and » gl of noat gin.. . The ¥isltor sakes o racord

Tbe second L1 dascribas 1be wnfrullful Jourmayisg to Karth of an =l
Thin Creatuve has laft baking o wife and iwo childran oa » dasolate (appareatiy
wnlababltad) parchad Sesert woria (eky mpaterioualy aversholmad by clowda)
to coma to the “Planat of Wate: %ut imtoode to Teluro Thm Cresturo’a apace
vabicile scroswe dowoward 1brougb Eartb's simoepbére, Iandiag (with o b fros
Plaoel of tho Apes) io m bole Doaids ma sbuodoosd fy. Tbe Cvemtures -
rad halr cemlerully parted, blus/gray eyus mlamalched, galt onatesdy booesth t
Earth's waigbiy (nflusace - wemuwes = British amtionality and the pams of Thoma
Jaroms Hewtop. Ho - th -role Ioto wdich the cresiore I3 increasiloaly forced -
ia the posssagnr of w106 basit petentd (seswingly sprusg ful own from Lhe
rivan hosd of Zaua, & figurs sbuodbt frow (he Zilw) and quickly hes astub)ished
ainbt coforatiom. World Fatsfprises The Returs of Mawton'a products 1a to
fim Lrrelovant; ¢ll ke « ras i the motfy, % way L0 financa tha romstructlioo
Leke biw bown. But.. Wewston does not underacand

‘g

Insleted Lpow, Lsolation of World Ent
ages of ha Varicos ba
The baleagursd, lapover
loma, t0 sbanden Lt loved aRea. to shandna i1
of homs, 10 abasdon, (wdead, ite Loatarenca ¢hmt It Iw uo wliap diaguiend
At the omd of The film, Bawtoo, oace an (daDtifisble - wné at
tening - ORS¢, in (has bocoms) a buman belng (It 1@ the isege,
and toigu, of D. Bowie that makas &nd breaks chis
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The tbird film deacribes bow & young mam 1w unabla ta fuck ® yousg girl. The
mas jp bandicapped &y Dol being « buman being (and tbarefore mal muitaebly
rosatrecisd) and by beisg marriad and used to a joyous, paculisr pracesa of
lotercoursa - mll Miquid, all bouacimdance The girl 1 dundicappad by Loesper-
by revulaion, The (eEuous patiasrabip, be rdly put Iogatbar
apart through 1ack of the requielta Dute

Tbe fowrth fila i an ussbapaly, umsatiefying misbamah of (Jees axd nadlions,
put togaibar 1o such & way that thoir sum acema ma move than » promoticosl abort
for Darid Bowie, rock supsrsler {l‘m suro |‘'ve rend thal eowewbere}. T 111m
opeon with the Tall to Barth of tbe mlies protagowiel, Thomss Jaromsa Rewmloa,
faltiad besitancy, “bla™ inltie) uncomforl. FReyton couwld wall bave
apoibar sor (und tblp im Ba ectinx, nd balog bimself). Thraughout
firat talf - ducisg which World Est. »a la oetablisbed add prompera,
md 1be rocluai Newtod befriwods the elow-witted Mary Lov - wo are vewicded
1hat we erw watcbisg &N #Xtva-locreairiel belog sirvggliog with the ptrascgenass
of Earth Jaars sky Rowion bap come 10 Fartb (e0 thet “he" c¢ms drisk msoy.
# 41uQ lasen that “be™ dealires tO return to “kia*
®=Lfs 850 rhildreo and bam formed ¥arid Emtarprisse for t purposs, The mosl
important talog wa loarn bs that Mastas's bady hae beam skiifully dlegmised 1o
look bumas, 10 lock, miréorer, @aéculice. AL)l im revsaled {literslly, and
utartliogly) whéo Méry Lou bage 10 be (uched. Prow Lheo po (be fllm diaintagrat

World Eaterprises im ekl)lfully takoo apsrt, offscroes. Newlom's pat project -
him apaco vehicis - 1o diswantled mnd be (s iwpriecned. Time pesacn amd tha
though Resion asuility i» pot fucially molear, cup only be
(ll.’.“ 30 (ha say that Ris memory of ki@ boms A} Tha f1lna alow
Creacendo = ty a Oingppoiatiag climax - demooatrat.
atory of ths character Natbas Bryce, revsals iba coolioulog yasthfulosss of
Casdy Clarke beosath the coare make-up of us agwd Mary Lou and soggoets that
. far reance uDCLeAT, CAR RO Sore than obscurs t enda of & promle
aarraitre, C4RDOt ayAn graap the tamtaliaiag thresda.

And, 1n the fin fransa, Trom bBahjad tha X af Mr Mawton, allides tha
Turking, avar-prasant D Bowic. Po bows tho film put.

TAR BLOP dirscied by o 9. Yeaworth, Jr. (1838, UBA}
e

Could you be borrikly mutileied by the Wiob?

amod by Asdree Tidmarsb

. 137473078

Wall, an lesodists re-efwurance: iu the film Lhe Carplvorous alrawberry

y momentarily reat solidly amidot the avctic
It may iu ita sbesncs allow awicable cowsunity batweent youog msd old. But
Lle rotoro - basiohwast, aftér mll, 1% oot exterSicetico - tbe
soouble, shepaless, aviannicp betwaan “genaratione™, will take
many Jlvad A dwstroy masy thinga.

L)m ceatly oapluima 1be Blob‘e BYelerioue origin sa eyiratarrastrial.

4t tirat, fov of = oma tomn ‘e LOIN Delinye the cleima of & youthful Blave McQuees
that » woster 10 whoRg 1hes  Fut WcQuasn's peraietesrs, and the layalty of

%18 youdg Frienda, finally cnowincas tho town s Lisuteoast of Pollce 1hit »

threar doss at and that actioo against it wust be takep. Maanvklle, the masater
hea grows by devcurimg sevaral “oldetera” {locloding & doctor who han deacribed

the mooater's capecity for total sbearptioa af husap Lissus) avd can =0 looger bida
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benaath buah Durtog the finale fak of @)l agas ars threatnoed: but ths Blop
im defmatod by tha observaciom of a youthiul Stmwve HceQuesn {why not plug thip
Joung aCtor, tacklimg bis firml “'Bt One aught to ba sppreksnslve
though (amd one wight ba Lf the (1im vore wors mifectively horrific) , for tho
Nlob hua put team totally desiroyed; stould clrcumstavedm dictats it will again
roll msong, .among the uncomvincing “epecisl effecta.

The skury of the fila (a supposition, | # ndait) wricten Dy Geo A
Effinger (amd appaacs mo “The Waatfield Helghts Mull Wooster" in the tiret
“Clariot” amthology)., The quibar peoposea - and oo doudl hia mimd wae sharpeced
(end twisted? pay!) by theingeetios, from « crisp cellopbane macbet, of & smalld
quastity of cocaloa - that the Blob spPears One Avediog Lo \bs widat of o
sparaely populeced ehoppisg pracinct 0F course, EffInger allowa hio monsier to
murge upoOn young und old e a0d om=eTp thom all gueaktly awsy Thers can he na
r tance 10 @ thing 4p obacano ap 0 Ciuse comfliiCt hatweoh paziles whose <o-
operation rup ooly ba mylually beneficisl

Perneps the tiction 1acks caoelctlom. “The Wanif}eld Hulgbis Nell Momster"
1a, after all, a file qroumd which the stary 1m built: the woft remire, ool (b#
hard anoli. The ticticos) narrator 1¢ Inoking upon a3 world of horror - which i»
not him world, iu cat the “resl™ world, PAut thin conjecture le diatiyured by
the Ingemtion of (ke cocmin Nraly Lt must be true that the nsrretor's brals
Iz helpluawly addled, hlg aption comsequently impaired? No. The oarretor's
Dad: be graspa the coonectlon betwweo hia prrsance In thr
gu of the Tila he poer The apge L» evant to kis life;
the tilo Lo ot wscapliam, 1a = reflection of the ¢ovironment In shich it was
mente (and, ot courme, « velloctica of tbe edviromsedt (o which it la meen. of
the paopla =hy se2 Lt). Whan De myoie ihe piory {iw 19887) Eftlager =
cansricuply or UBCODRCLowsly, writlag BBOUE the Amiricwo clrcamslances of 1bat
tima “The Weatfigld Reighte Mall Homatwr™ waa ghowm tQ be a)l-canmyming
bacaune all Awarican citicana w 1a 1968 tnuchad by anme kind of emotiona)
fervour (enti r. anti-vecial, enti-palitical] and thore were sharep divimial
batveen €llguse, baiweed partsts sod Uheir cbildren

Tha mlory wavld ba differeot 1f IL were to ba re-writtes In 1976, The
litersry voe at cocaine % weans of vicwing ons world fros adotb#r (two fecmis
of the 4ane) mould ba unacceplable The mowsugs. 4140, Of Lhe acory would be
1napprogriato.  No ona, nomadays. hia Euch tloe, aoney ar amergy 10 protast
@raatly about mattore otber than how much Lime AND maney AND amergy onc ought
to have {demerve}. Aven't we all going to give 40 others »a that wn, in ¢
oharl term, msy babwZll. Ebough! Thim ta nnt an spproprisie forum for «
dalcusalon af plitica. Though, LI » dormidable cese tould be madsa for scitoce
fi¢tion #s & sediun of change

Parhaps af la » usdium for moclal criticise? The Blob  would support puch an
amseriion if {(and 1 bave oa first hand knpwiadge of this periad ar place) Ams
Lo 1958 rmally would Bot have troated the presance, and |+ feportantly Lbe
bebaviour, af Steve MeQueen (olaramtly. 7The f11m ralies Cor what drems
it baa co Lbe disbeliet with wbich sdolenceat’a veport of & der te greeted.
A young persco im oot @ rellehle sitmess, im mare JiKaly the prize avapsct
Fortunetely {end cam aoyone deny tbim?) young paople in 1938 did oot viem »
atal rabuZf am » peresnent diewimes) (cymiclom, efter mll. wam wot yet
fasbiooable), and their raward for persoverascs ultimately, worthenils.
{Thoust Le & fricodahlp - with ana‘s pareats - worChwnils If ane le Lwo gola
warrlor asd tha trophy galosd iw thati im future years tbe mobaier you foughl
wil) return wnd B1sgus Jau?) yel 1t Le McQueen »ho 46feats 1ba Rlob; bia
parentn - Lha "014 toIk“-merely cart Ihs iaert Jelly avey Bo, 1n Iikbt of up
apliwiatlc (m0ot hawawsy conclnasve) final acena, The Biod im a tilm ebout the
valué of youtd to the wnrld. out world, Iosert America?) Mo ter
the Lreatmonl thay rate! #art-drinklog (coNe-aime? what iz tbat?)
American adolescants are reliahle, 40 oot Iblnk of reveoge. The BIoh Ls » mocial
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ariticliem; of i1a social ariticles Q.E.D.
Can things be that slwple?

Yur, 1a what way, 1s Ths Biob sociml eriticipn? The film was prodably sede
oo » low bodget to expioit 1be populsrity ol tbe af/horror gaore. 1vs swbjmct
watter would, coosequently, bava bess the cardivorows Blok, eand busan resctions
ta its prasecce o0 Eartd. The seleciloo of McQueso ae the protagocist {the bero)
<ould bave basn » deliberate mariet policy to sttract a "Jouosg™ mudience.
The 2hla’s plot was witbout thowgdt 1lfted frow apy oumber of OTLer rootemporsry
f1lma. lu edort, The BZob wiw & camoal 1838 product of the coamereial film
Induetey. How, them, cap [ clalm that the film metepboricelly mismises tbe
“ganaration gup"?

Whare ¢can I Jook but to the recent wpsurge af interest in. and enxlyeis
of, pt. Haviog Jearot wbit » metapbor 14, and Chat mevera) of 81'a mosl parsidient
Inagra are (actually?) matephors, oae 1¢ inclioed to boest UOoe 18 lurlined to
4, ssd fimmlly to dimtart truth. To elaim that The
Blob waa mo7e than & »clepce Picticoally Lced borror tilm would be to overstete
1ts =orth. 411 1 ¢aa plead i & belief ibat [ would mok W ubderdtocd Effioger's
delighttul acory bed | mot sase the film. Which. bowsver the kay 10 #hich?
it would = from the text of this review, i» that Effinger kuge
wrilliog, thet by wap employing the setepbor camsciousiy. The
‘avertonss™ from the dellberate post-1950 - tbough wbeo? -esrgiog
of ut wiik coa-geore Elction.)




wulSPERS FROM THE PAST...BACK NOS. OF VECTOR

75:  July, 1976 -- Harlan Ellison interviewed by Chris

Fowler; book reviews, including an in-depth look at

Again, Dangerous Visions by David Wingrove; cover by Paul Ryan

73/74 Marcw 1974 - ) G. Ballurd iptarvicesd by Jumos doddard

and David Priogle; book wevl ; cover by Paul Dillun

71 Fabrusry 1574 - Den Korgan's Gob Sprach fros C(he Novacna; Namart Bilverbarg
Intervisved by dalcols Fdwarde; book covar by o Lewinm

7L- Doceaber 1976 - Toé Btome Az « t Oxen by Yraula Le Guin, Toverda am
Alias Linguletize Wy Sam ¥atsco, book aod fllm reviews

70 Autumo 10?3 - Tioe Travallara Amoog Us by Dob Shew; Violencs Lo SF by Edmund
Coopsr, SF's Drbus Yieioo by Chrie Bammert; plus book. f1]m amd Fancioe reviews

£9 EGumaar 1075 - The Acleocce 1n SF hy J. Early Gme Oxford Morpisg by
Arian Aldies, The Yalua of Bad 3F by Bab Scleace av Fiction By Tosy Rudhary;
f1lm and hoak reviawe

47/68 {the last Mulcols Bdwards lméuv) Thres Views of Tolkias by Ur
Gaoe Wolfo and Fetar Micballa Latter from Asariha by PALl1p K. Dic riod ot
Tranaltion by ¥ickmel G Cacvey: After tho arhines
aod lovastions by Brias fitablaford; NDowp-at-Heel Galaxy by Brian Aldima; back wnd
tilm reviewa- Spring 1074

€4: WarchsApril 1473 - Tho Androld asd the Gussn by Piilip K, Dick, The Batra-
ordicary Gabaviour of Ordinery Materiels by Bad Ahaw; Author's Chalca by Poul
Aoduyeon: baok aod fanviaa reviess

6); Bept/0ct 1873 - The Axle Io AP by Juwes Bliah; An [Dtarview =ith Petor Tate
by Nark Adlard: book wad faraioa reviows

« Le Guln,

80: Jube 1872 - Througb » Glame Darkly by John Bruanar; BF aad the Cinsta by
Pbllip ALrick; Tha T Thing by firuce Ghlleap Edward Joks faruell
b 1973 By Earry Rarrison, Dan Morgas. Yed Tabd wod Brimo Aldd Cowvention
Repart by Petsr Gcbarts: book asd fanrime raviawa

$9: Spring 1971 - An Iotroduction ta Stacislay Les by Frass Eottasatetesr; &

jog &y Bmohlaw Law; & Crual Mirecle by Wulcolm Edwarda; ¥ay 1 Took
¥ritiog Cavres.. and Didp’L Pecams a Writer by Dich Rowakt; BP Critlciwe im Theory
and Pructice by Pamala Bulmer; book raviess

Tach ot thoem imauvyy 19 avsilable from Lhe ediLor ar Lhe price of Blp ($1) sxcepting
73774 which 1a 73p (41,50), FPleasa make chequee payable to “Vector™. Hurry, hur
many mré 1o ahary swppiy:

Totra are alao » coplom of BSPA Rawalattsr ood. 7, 3 & 4 at 30p each; and
& vary faw £oploa (avtographed) of the Dillom caver from Y7374 at 50p aach







